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02VOICES

elcome to this year’s exciting 30th
Anniversary edition of the Voices magazine.
Undoubtedly, 2011 has proven to be a very

exciting, magical and memorable year in the life of
the College with significant change and future
opportunities being created.

Congratulations to all our GCSE and A level students
who achieved excellent results even set against the
initial construction work. We wish all of our students
well for the future. 

The announcement of the build programme on 14th
April 2011 was a historical and long awaited
moment for us all. It was wonderful that Dr Jill
McIvor was able to cut the first sod with our
students and the Education Minister, Mrs Catriona
Ruane. Having Jill there was a befitting mark of
tribute to the work and dedication of her late
husband, the Rt Hon Basil McIvor. We would like to
thank all those who have made our dream become
a reality, in particular Mrs Helen McHugh and our
Chairman, Dr Ian Mc Morris.

In what proved to be a busy year, we also
managed to secure our third Investors in People
Award. We were also delighted to achieve the ICT
Accreditation Award as the College continues to
invest in new technology and the area of STEM. Our
partnership with the Child Exploitation & Online
Protection programme is proving to be ever more
important in the technological age and we were
delighted when Caolan Hamilton won a CEOP
competition entitled, ‘My Life on Line’. He is most
definitely a movie director in the making. 

The extra curricular dimension of the College has
continued to flourish with a huge variety of events
and after school activities taking place from Young
Enterprise, the Wii club, the Genesis Club and the
Languages Club. 

Our students were extremely well travelled again
this year and involved in a number of exciting
educational visits to far off places such as Malaga,

Geneva and London. Mrs Wells and her colleagues
also headed off to Edinburgh with the Year 9
students to immerse themselves in the world of
science and innovation.

Again this year we strengthened our links with the
Doane Stuart School in Albany, New York, by hosting
an exchange programme with eight students.  My
sincere  thanks to all the families and friends of
Lagan who made this visit, which was an enjoyable
experience for all, possible.

Our link with our Cross of Nails School in Coventry
was enhanced when the Chaplains, Mr Dowd, Mrs
Donnelly, myself  and a small number of our
students visited the Blue Coat School.  In May, Mrs
Verwoerd and Mrs Killick also got the chance to visit
Sister Anna in Oxfordshire and share the good
news of our new school build programme with her.
In true Sister Anna style she was absolutely thrilled
for us and sent her warm wishes and hopes that
the school will continue to go from strength to
strength. 

A great deal of thanks goes, not only to the
students, but also the staff and families who work
together to make Lagan College a happy and
thriving school community to be part of. The ethos
and values of our school continue to be lived out
daily as we share in our school community and in
our learning.

Finally, thank you to Mrs Deborah Hill for her
commitment and effort in producing our school
newsletters throughout  the year and also this year’s
special edition of the Voices magazine in which we
celebrate our 30th Anniversary.

We hope that you will enjoy reading about the
achievements, events and activities that were
undertaken within Lagan College in 2011.

Mrs Amanda McNamee
Principal

WELCOME

W

PRINCIPAL’S FOREWORD

Mrs Amanda McNamee, Principal
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1981. Charles and Diana marry; MTV is
launched; the first heart-lung transplant is
performed; Ronald Reagan (President of the

United States) appoints Sandra Day O’Connor as the
first female Supreme Court Justice; Justin
Timberlake, Britney Spears, Kelly Rowland and
Beyonce Knowles are all born; Raider’s of the Lost
Ark is released in cinemas; 52 American hostages
in Iran are finally released after 14 months of
captivity; France abolishes capital punishment; the
first recognised cases of Aids appear.

1981, Northern Ireland. Ten of the Republican
prisoners who have been on hunger strike die; the
IRA carry out a series of fire bomb attacks on 8
shops in Belfast and 3 in Derry; a large van bomb
explodes in Limavady town centre; Joanne Mathers
(29) is shot dead in Derry whilst collecting census
returns; Julie Livingstone (14) is shot dead while
walking along the Stewartstown Road in Belfast;
British soldiers are killed by a landmine in
Bessbrook; Lagan College, Northern Ireland’s first
religiously integrated secondary school, opens as a
religious response to the challenge of community
conflict and a religiously divided school system in
Northern Ireland.

Thirty years ago, a small group of parents, with
children at the age of transfer from primary to
secondary school, decided to take the initiative to
open the first religiously integrated secondary
school. With the support of the  ‘All Children
Together’ movement they called a public meeting in
February 1981 and founded a new school the
following September. The school began with only 28
pupils and it was decided that the school should be
called Lagan College. It is to these dedicated
parents, the founding Principal, Mrs Sheila
Greenfield, and the six founding members of staff
that we owe a great deal of thanks and gratitude for
where we are today. We have certainly come a long
way from the days of 28 pupils in a scout hall! 

Fast forward to 2003 and Lagan College sought to
be considered for a new build programme under
the Department of Education’s Private Finance
Initiative. After many years of planning, permission
was finally granted on 14th April 2011 to complete
the permanent buildings on the Lisnabreeny site.
Construction work is well underway by GRAHAMS to
build a multi-million pound, state-of-the-art, new
school.

As of 1st September 2011, there are 1253 students
attending Lagan College with 154 staff. We eagerly
await the completion of the build programme on the
17th June 2013 and believe that this is an exciting
period in the school’s history. The news of the build
programme was warmly received by all, especially
as Lagan College is currently celebrating its 30th
Anniversary year. The first sod was cut in April by
Education Minister, Caitriona Ruane, and Mrs Jill
McIvor, wife of the late Sir Basil McIvor, former
President of the College.

Despite the upheaval of the last year, which has
involved many classrooms being moved and the
demolition of the lower site, our students have
continued to excel in all that they do. We celebrated
success at our Junior and Senior Prize ceremonies,
records were broken at our annual Sports Day, we
were entertained by our musically talented students
at ‘An Evening of Enchantment’, we went on trips to
Edinburgh, Malaga and Geneva, we jigged the night
away at the annual Céilí and we welcomed visitors
First Minister Peter Robinson and Bishop Treanor. I am
in no doubt that the year ahead will be just as
eventful, if not more so!

As always, students, past and present, and staff alike
have contributed greatly to the College magazine, and
for that I offer my sincerest thanks. Special thanks must
go to all of the past pupils who agreed to being
interviewed and who rooted around in their parents’
attics looking for old school photographs! Claire Rattray,
Year 14, also deserves a mention for assisting with
interviewing students and taking photographs, despite
her heavy A Level workload. I would finally like to thank
Richard Sherry and his team from the Ulster Tatler for
once again producing such a high quality magazine.
The fact that Richard was one of the 28 students who
started Lagan College in 1981 makes his involvement all
the more poignant. 

And so, here were are, thirty years into integrated
education and it is amazing to look around and see
how much has changed. These achievements,
however do not happen by chance, but by highly
reflective and carefully planned strategies. Our staff
continually strives to provide rich opportunities for
our students, for learning and for personal
development. We remain confident, but not
complacent, and are constantly looking at our
integrated ethos, how it is implemented and further
ways in which it can be improved. Northern Ireland
may be a very different place to what it was in 1981
but that is not to say that integration just magically
happens. It is something that must be continually
worked on in order that our children may grow in a
more tolerant and reconciled society. 

‘The tragedies of the past have left a deep and
profoundly regrettable legacy of suffering. We must
never forget those who have died, or been injured,
and their families. But we can best honour them
through a fresh start, in which we dedicate ourselves
to the achievement of reconciliation, tolerance, and
mutual trust, and to the protection and vindication of
human rights for all.’ (Good Friday Agreement p.2)

I believe that Lagan College was a contributing
factor in Northern Ireland’s ‘fresh start’ and it is with
hope and optimism that we look to the future and
an exciting new chapter in the history of our school.

I hope you enjoy reading Lagan College’s 30th
Anniversary edition of ‘Voices’. 

Mrs Deborah Hill
Editor

EDITORS CORNER

Mrs Deborah Hill, Editor

This page is sponsored by THE BELFAST BUS COMPANY, Unit 1, Bayview Industrial Estate, Dargan Crescent, Belfast  Tel: 028 9074 2444. Fax: 028 9074 2555.
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LIST OF STAFF
2010-2011

Mrs A McNamee Principal

Mr D McNally Deputy Principal 
Student Learning and  Assessment and 
Reporting/ Health and Safety/Languages/ 
Music

Mrs R Harbinson Vice Principal
Curriculum/ICT/ Business Studies

SENIOR TEACHERS
Mr G  McFadden Senior Teacher/ Behaviour Management/ 

Senior Teacher in charge of Daily 
Arrangements/PE

Mrs A MacParland Senior Teacher/ Head of Pastoral Care/ 
Designated Teacher in charge of Child 
Protection/ Languages

Mr M Montgomery Senior Teacher/ Co-ordinator of Building 
Project and C2K/ Timetabling/Science

Mrs J Russell Senior Teacher/ Head of Sixth Form
Miss M Wells Head of Science
Miss J Atkinson Head of Business Studies/Parents’ Evenings/

CEIAG

TEACHING STAFF
Miss A Bell Head of Modern Languages

Miss M Bell Assistant Head of Yr 11/Assistant Head
of English

Ms S Black Head of Drama 
Mrs K Bingham Science/Industry Links Co-ordinator
Miss D Bryan Assistant Head of Yr 10; Numeracy; Geography 
Mr P Burch Head of Art and Design; Teacher in charge of 

Moving Image/Desk Top Publishing  
Miss A Carr Business Studies
Miss M Cavanagh Mathematics
Ms J Coudière Head of French
Mrs G Cooke Art & Design (part-time)
Mrs Beckett Head of English Department (acting)
Mrs S Connor Business Studies; Spanish (part-time)
Mr G Connolly Head of Year 12/PE 
Mrs F Cottney Learning Support
Mrs A Cowie English
Mrs N Danter Maths; Assistant Head of Maths
Mrs G Diamond Maths
Mr B Dowd Head of Religious Studies
Mrs O Donnelly Head of Music/Head of Musical Performance
Mrs C Eddy Home Economics, Co-ordinator of Work 

Experience (part-time)
Miss L Ellis Head of Home Economics
Mrs M Evans Head of Careers/Asst. Head of 

Yr 14 /Home Economics
Mr D Ewart Head of Physics/ Duke of Edinburgh

Co-ordinator
Miss G Fairley Home Economics
Ms D Fullerton Head of Biology; Key Stage 3 Science

Co-ordinator
Mrs E Finnegan Science

Mr K Graham IT 
Mrs L Grant Assistant Head of Learning Support/Literacy
Miss M Hoy Music/Assistant Head of Music and 

Orchestral  Director
Mr S Hare Head of Year 9/RE/Citizenship
Miss J James Maths
Mr J Killen Head of Year 10; English
Mrs H Killick Chaplain; R.E.
Mrs I Kerr Home Economics (part-time)
Miss J Kennedy Head of Girls PE    
Mrs T Knipe English    
Ms S Layton Chaplain       
Ms M Leckey Maths/Head of Examinations
Miss S Lemon RE
Mr G Lenaghan Languages
Mrs H Lowry English (part-time)
Mrs N Major Geography; Pupil Profiles
Mr L Mathison Science
Mr A Maxwell Science
Mr A McCann Head of Year 8; Technology
Mr C McCann Mathematics/Daily Programme Co-ordinator
Mr A McCanny Head of ICT
Miss E McCleery Mathematics
Mr J McCloskey Head of PE Department; Head of Boys PE
Dr C McConnell Science
Miss M McConville Art & Design; Moving Images (temporary)
Mr F McGuckin Head of Politics; History
Rev R McKee Technology and Design/ C.A.S. Coordinator
Mrs R McKnight PE
Mrs S McKee Head of Staff Development; ICT
Mrs M Mills Head of Year 11/French
Mr D Mooney Head of Mathematics
Miss J Morgan Primary School Links Co-ordinator, Head of 

Sociology; Geography
Miss R Morgan Head of History
Mr P Mulholland Co-ordinator of Learning for Life and 

Work/History/Citizenship
Mrs L Mulholland Assistant Head of Yr 8; ICT
Miss C Murphy Head of Technology and Design
Ms E Niblock Art & Design
Miss L O’Connor Head of Irish
Miss C Orr Head of Spanish
Mr J P Patton Environmental Co-ordinator; English;

Digital Media
Miss R Poland English (temporary)      
Miss J Rogan Assistant Head of Yr 9; Art and Design
Mr P Rossi History/Geography
Mr P Privilege Art & Design
Mrs G Shevlin Technology and Design
Mrs H Smyth Head of Geography
Mr D Strain Mathematics/Assistant Head of Year 13 
Miss C Sullivan Assistant Head of Y.10; RE
Mrs U Walters Head of Learning Support, English
Miss K Wightman Head of Chemistry; Science
Mr J Wishart History/Politics (temporary)     
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SUPPORT STAFF  2010-2011
Mrs M Mackey Bursar  
Mrs B McMillan Assistant Bursar 

Administration
Mrs C Baker Principal’s Secretary *
Ms L Brown Office Manager
Mrs H Cochrane Senior Clerical Officer
Ms F Hutchinson Senior Clerical Officer 

SCHOOL NURSES
Mrs N O’Loan
Ms U McCluggage

LIBRARIAN
Mrs P Durkin

SIXTH FORM SUPERVISORS
Mr B Gamble
Mr J Farrimond
Mrs H Parkes

TECHNICIANS
Mrs Y Mannus Home Economics
Mrs D Hill Art and Design / School Magazine
Mr R Berry Technology and Design
Mr B McCann Science
Mr D Carleton Science
Mr M Smyth Reprographics
Mr K Elliott Audio Visual/ICT

BUILDING SUPERVISORS
Mr B Anderson Building Supervisor
Mr A Nesbitt/
Mr J Menagh Assistant Building Supervisors

CLASSROOM ASSISTANTS
Mrs J Burke
Mrs K Walker
Mrs A Moreland
Mrs J Hamilton
Mrs L Thomson
Miss S Moreland
Miss L Gibson*
Ms C Rojas Olavarria*
Miss J Hamill*
Mr E MacManus
Mr D White

MIDDAY SUPERVISORY ASSISTANTS
Mrs J Lilburn
Mrs M Templeton
Mrs B Falloon
Mrs H Prentice
Mrs L McMillan
Mrs B Irvine
Mrs M Menagh
Mrs J Johnston

PERIPATETIC (MUSIC) STAFF
Eugene Ward (Guitar)
Alan Sykes (Percussion)
Sheelagh McLeod (Upper Strings)
Galina Crothers (Piano)
Ashley Fulton (Voice)
Fergus Fitzpatrick (Lower Strings)
Gary Myles (Woodwind)
Philip Ferguson (Brass)

BOARD OF
GOVERNORS
NOMINATED BY THE DIRECTORS
Dr Ian McMorris (Chairman)
Lady Bain
Mrs Anne McCaughan
Mr Ken Dunn (Vice Chairman)
Mr Gerry Rice
Mr Andrew Nethercott

NOMINATED BY THE MINISTER
Mr Don Anderson
Mr Graham Kane
Mr Francis Martin
Ms Jeanette McConnell

ELECTED BY THE TEACHERS
Miss L Ellis
Mr C McCann

ELECTED BY PARENTS
Mrs Sheena Rigg
Mr Rodney Archer
Mrs Caroline Magowan
Mrs Helen Evans

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAGAN COLLEGE
Mr Ken Dunn (Chairman)
Mr Brian Murphy
Dr Ian McMorris
Lady Bain
Mrs Kathleen Brannigan
Miss Lois Benyon
Mr Dermot Sweeny

PARENTS’ COUNCIL
Peter O’Callaghan (Chairman)
Ian Bradley (Secretary)
Mark McNulty (Treasurer)
Ann Marie Gallen
Shirley Clarke
George Coulter
Helen Evans
Noelle Hollywood 
Glenda Martin
Jacqueline McKechnie
Joanne McNaney
Ann Cafolla
Mary Stewart
Jacqueline Stewart
Eileen Wilson
Anne Millis
Helen Kirk
Sally Sexton
Maureen Ellson
Patricia Woods 
Rosie Drysdale
Brendan McAteer
Anne McAteer

(* = new member of staff)
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PARENTS’
COUNCIL
THE MAIN AIM OF THE PARENTS’
COUNCIL IS TO SUPPORT THE COLLEGE
IN THE ORGANISATION OF OPEN DAY
AND THE ANNUAL SCHOOL SHOW. WE
ALSO ORGANISED A NUMBER OF
FUNDRAISING EVENTS THROUGHOUT
THE YEAR.

The Parents’ Council will help in any issues that
affect the school by using a collective voice. An
example of this was when a senior manager
from Translink attended a Parents’ Council
meeting in which all aspects of the public
transport to the school were discussed. This
resulted in agreement by Translink to look at
ways to improve the overall service.

The Parents’ Council is an important part of the

College which meets in the school library on
the second Thursday of every month at
7.45pm. These meetings provide an
opportunity for parents to get to know one
another and as a platform for discussion and
debate. The Parents’ Council has its own
section and emailing facility on the College
website www.lagancollege.com.

The Parents’ Council needs continued support
from parents of all walks of life that can bring
much needed enthusiasm and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome!

Mr Michael Spiers

PARENTS’
EMAIL
Parent Email was set up by Lagan
College to enable the school to
send important information by
email to parents. To date, around
400 hundred families have signed
up and we hope to have all
families signed up as soon as
possible.

If you haven’t already signed up,
please go to the school website
and follow the Parent Email link in
the Parents’ Section. Once you
have signed up and your details
have been confirmed, you will
begin to receive emails from the
College. You will also find a link on
the Parent Email web page that
allows you to read old messages.

Lagan College was thrilled and delighted to finally announce that
our long awaited new build project agreement was approved and
signed by Lagan College, the South Eastern Educational Partnership
and the Department of Education on Monday 14th March 2011. 

Lagan College’s existing buildings will be retained, refurbished and
integrated with the significant new build programme comprising a
media suite, extended Sixth Form provision, bistro, canteen and café
areas, sports hall, fitness suite, Music and Music technology suite, a
multitude of general classrooms all, ICT equipped, a dance/drama
studio and our very own sports pitches and new school Chaplaincy.
We are also pleased that Tor Bank Special school, Dundonald, has
also been approved as part of the £31 million build contract being
undertaken by John Graham (Dromore) Limited. 

The build programme at Lagan College starts with immediate effect, for
a 26 month period and completion date is anticipated to be June 2013.
The new school building will provide Lagan College students and staff
with state of the art facilities and a rewarding educational experience for
many years to come. The Principal, Mrs McNamee, stated, ‘This news is
a timely announcement, as Lagan College will be celebrating its 30th
Anniversary as of 1st September 2011. It is also a welcome tribute to the
years of parental, student, staff and wider community support given to
achieve our school vision of a permanent building on the picturesque,
National Trust site in the Castlereagh hills, overlooking Belfast.  We want to sincerely thank all those involved in making our dream a reality and welcome
this new challenge and exciting chapter in the history of Northern Ireland’s first integrated school.’

John Graham, Minister for Education Caitriona Ruane and Mrs McNamee sign off the
new building contract.

Lagan College’s 
New Build Approved!
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Lagan College welcomed Minister for
Education, Catriona Ruane, to their
‘Groundbreaking Ceremony’ which saw
the first sod being cut to mark the
beginning of the building work that will
result in the College having its brand
new school building by Summer 2013.

Dr Jill McIvor, wife of the late Sir Basil
McIvor - who was a former Chairman
and President of the College, did us the
honours of cutting the first sod.

MLAs, Anna Lo and Naomi Long, also
attended the event along with Lagan
College staff who had 20 years service
or more, former Principal,
Mrs Helen McHugh,
former pupil, Richard
Sherry, who was one of
the first 28 pupils in 1981,
representatives from
Graham’s Construction
and members of the
Pupils’ Council.

A reception was held
afterwards in the
assembly hall to
celebrate the event. It
was a truly momentous
occasion and a
fantastic way to start
the new build
programme.

LAGAN COLLEGE
FINALLY BREAKS GROUND!
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NEW STAFF
The College welcomed 7 new members of staff this year. We trust that they have settled into the
College and that they are enjoying their new roles.

• Mrs H Parkes
Sixth Form Study Supervisor

• Ms C Rojas Olavarria
Classroom Assistant

• Mr R Berry
Technology & Design Technician

• Mr M Smyth
Reprographics Technician

• Miss L Gibson
Classroom Assistant

• Mr D White
Classroom Assistant

• Mrs C Baker
Principal’s PA
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MISS
ROSEMARIE
POLAND
Miss Rosemarie Poland joined the English
Department in September 2008 as a newly
qualified teacher and impressed from the
outset with her diligence and commitment.

Fun-loving and capable, Rosemarie made
an outstanding contribution to both the
English Department and the extra-
curricular life of the school.  Rosemarie’s
teaching was enlivened by her creativity
and determination; her pupils enjoyed her
classes and were inspired by her
enthusiastic manner to reach their
potential.  Rosemarie put a huge amount
of time into lesson preparation and the
painstaking marking of homework and
coursework assignments. The excellent
results attained by her classes in
examinations were largely due to her hard
work. As a Form Tutor, Rosemarie has
displayed her pastoral skills and this was
also evident from her involvement in the
Anti-Bullying Committee.  Rosemarie was a
popular and devoted Form Tutor and her
form class sorely miss her but made
themselves unforgettable by presenting her
with cards, a signed t-shirt and vouchers! 

Rosemarie was a pleasant, co-operative
and supportive member of the English
Department.  I know Mrs Cowie is already
missing her regular neighbourly gossips!
Mr Killen also misses her Annalong accent
enriching Mastermind heats and ‘The Kids’
Lit. Quiz’. Rosemarie also took
responsibility for The Reading Partnership
Programme, The Connected Learning
Project, Spellathon and Junior Debating.
She assisted with the School Show and
choir.  Throughout these endeavours, she
showcased her dedication, enthusiasm
and organisational skills.

My favourite memories of Rosemarie are:
her haunting solo in Irish at the Ceili;
dressed up as Amy Winehouse and
belting out ‘Valerie’ and winning the
teacher heat of ‘Lagan’s Got Talent’;
wowing all of us during the summer
concert this year with her rendition of Jesse
J’s ‘Price Tag’ and dressed as Dorothy from
‘The Wizard of Oz’ during World Book Day. 

Amongst the staff, Rosemarie was always
noted for her warm, sincere, friendly and
vibrant personality.  We, in the English
Department, have valued her friendship
and are very sorry to lose her.  However,
we are delighted that she will return to
Lagan College to teach Drama during Mrs
Seawright’s maternity leave. 

Ms M Bell
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FAREWELL TO...

Carpetworld
Specialists in the Supply and Installation

of all types of Domestic and Contract Flooring

Expert Advice - Free Estimates

188 Saintfield Road, Belfast
Telephone: 028 9079 6229 / 028 9079 6502

carpet-world@btconnect.com

Monday to Saturday 10.00 a.m. - 6.00 p.m., Thursday to 9.00 p.m.

MEMBERS OF

THE GUILD
OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN

Suppliers of Quality Flooring to

LAGAN COLLEGE
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It’s so good to be gathered
together to celebrate so many
talents, such as the music and art
on display this afternoon.  And
there are so many more gifts that
have blossomed over the years, in
the lives of all the young people
who are here today to receive
Progress Files.  So many of you
have abilities in so many areas of
your lives.  It is always a privilege
at this time of year to be part of
celebrating your achievements.

I’m sure that many of your teachers would
join me in saying that what you have
achieved has been so much more than
gaining GCSEs and A Levels.  There is no
question that navigating your way through the
last four years of senior school has been a
real accomplishment.  Post 16 study is not for
the faint-hearted.  And sitting A Levels has
been for all of you, at times, a real test of
endurance.  But I believe that what you will
look back upon will not, ultimately, be about
tests and coursework deadlines, important
though these are.  What you will look back on
will be relationships and connections, shared
experiences and special people.

And a good example of what I mean is on
display this afternoon for you all to see.  In the
days before you went off on study leave, you
were invited to leave a message that
expressed something of yourself and that left
your mark, quite literally, for others to see.  You
had the great idea of dressing up as builders
on your last day, an ironic salute to the new
building that you could see springing up
around you.  And you decorated bricks as a

way of expressing something of who you were,
whether a message, a drawing, a song lyric or
a tribute.  And they were wonderful!  We’ve
managed to put them together for you to create
a piece of art that will now hang somewhere in
the new school as a special feature.

The bricks have made a wall.  But you can see
that the wall is not yet complete.  There are
two parts.  But they need to join together.  The
design of this wall is to show that the work you
have begun is not yet complete.  There is
more to come.  But your potential is clear to
see.  You have built something together.  You
are connected to each other in so many ways.
And just as you leave this wall of bricks behind
you, so you leave something less visible that
you have woven together as friends and
fellow students.  You have been there for each
other, supported each other and shared in
each others’ joys and sorrows.  You have
studied together and sat exams together.  You
have known each other in a multitude of
different ways.  I know there are bricks in this
wall that may never have sat side by side.  But
the whole thing hangs together simply
because every brick is needed to make the
wall complete.

I believe that the last seven years of your time
at Lagan College, or for however long you
have been a student here, has been all about
this process.  You have been learning how to
fit together.  And as you can see from the wall,
you have done so with creativity, with colour
and with confidence.  Each brick in this wall
tells a different story.  

There are bricks that show humour; bricks that
show artistry; bricks that show a love of song;
bricks that show skill in design and

technology; bricks that show an awareness of
our history; bricks that say “This is who I am”;
bricks that say “This is who I want to be”;
bricks that say “I’m ready to go”. And there are
bricks that say “I’d rather stay”.

But what I love most is that all these bricks
come together and form a unit, not complete
but together.  A unit that can be added to, that
can be grown.  A unit that allows for additions,
that is tightly knit but still open ended.  This
wall represents all the individuals who have
made up this year group.  And the whole is
greater than its parts.  It becomes something
that represents what you, together, have been
for all of your time at Lagan College.  You have
been colourful and fun and a little bit crazy.
Just like this wall.  Each brick represents one of
you.  And when you go, you will not be
forgotten.  Because you have left something
behind you, a legacy of connections and
experiences, of memories and yes, mistakes
too.

But what is more important, is that what you
have learned here is what you will take on
with you.  And you will go on building things,
creating things, designing things, connecting
and bonding with others around you.
Because you have learned that it’s not so
much what you know that matters, it’s what
you give.  And it is in this way that you will
shine your light. 

I know that you would want me to thank, on
your behalf, the people who have helped you
along the way.  I would like to start by
thanking your parents who have been such
an amazing support for you and who have
partnered with staff to give you as much help
as possible.  I know you are grateful to your
teachers who have guided and assisted you,
to your form tutors and careers teachers who
helped you to put these Progress Files
together, to Mrs Durkin, Mr Farrimond, Mr
Gamble and Mrs Parkes who have
encouraged you to study and so many others
who have helped in so many ways.  To Mrs
Evans and Mr Strain and the inimitable Mr
Hare, who have been there for you through it
all. I would like to wish you every success in
your future lives and would encourage you not
to waste a moment of what is to come.
Congratulations again on what you have all
achieved thus far.

Mrs J Russell
Head of Sixth Form

YEAR 14 PROGRESS
FILE CEREMONY
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FINAL
FAREWELL
Year 14 students said their goodbyes to friends
and form tutors at their Leaving Day
celebration in May. There was the usual
mixture of fun and food to mark the occasion,
but in a comical twist the students all arrived
to school dressed in hard hats and high
visibility jackets, in reference to the building
work being carried out on the campus. The
morning began with an interactive quiz. The
party continued with the now legendary BBQ,
hosted by Mr Maxwell, and a visit from the
ice-cream man, now also a firm favourite in
the proceedings. A short assembly was held
where the Chaplains led a poignant reflection
on the time that had passed for those leaving
and the paths that lay ahead. The Head Boy
and Girl made a number of presentations to
all those who had made a difference to their
time at Lagan College, including the Principal,
Year Head, Assistant Year Head and others.
Students then moved, together with staff, to
the bandstand for a last glimpse of Lagan
College before they left.
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What year did you start
working at Lagan College?
1985

What made you apply for a job
in the integrated sector? 
I had just started secondary
school when the British Army
was deployed in Belfast at the
beginning of what became
known as the ‘Troubles’. Over
the next few years, I watched as
the growing violence and
intimidation turned my mixed
community into a one sided
ghetto, where only one view of
life was tolerated, at least
publicly. I learned to be careful
about what I said and who I
said it to, which areas were safe
to visit and which were not.
When I walked home at night
from friend’s houses, I listened
for cars approaching in case I
became the victim of a reprisal
shooting as a result of someone
from the ‘other side’ having
been killed or bombed in the
last few days. My best friend
from my school days was one of
the unlucky ones. He was shot
dead aged sixteen on his way
home one Saturday night. 

Later, after I had finished Art
College, I spent a year working
in Derry. The view from the ‘other
side’ was an eye opener but I
needed to escape and I
eventually ended up working in
London. A few years on and

watching telly in my flat in East
London, I caught a programme
from BBC NI about some brave
parents who weren’t prepared to
continue with the divided school
system back home and had set
up a mixed school. Catholics
and Protestants in the one
school, at that time, wow! That
was Lagan College back in 1984.
I decided that if I was ever going
to go back to Belfast, that would
be the kind of place I would want
to work. A year later they
advertised for an Art teacher and
I started on 1st September 1985.

What were your first
impressions of the College
back then?
It was smaller than I expected,

only two real classrooms and a
few mobiles, but it was a very
friendly place. It was clear that
there were no guidelines or rules
as to how an integrated school
should work. It was up to us, the
parents, the pupils and the
teachers to work it out! It was
very exciting and, despite the
regular bomb scares and
constant opposition from some
quarters, it was a lot of fun.

Since then, how have 
things changed? 
The most obvious change is the
size of the school from 28 pupils
to almost 1300!  However, some
things have remained much the
same. There have always been
mobiles and, at the moment, if
only for two more years, we still
have lots of mobiles. This is my
27th year of teaching in Lagan
College and I have yet to teach in
a proper art room. It is still,
however, a very open minded
and friendly place to work, and
while we know a lot more now
about how to be an integrated
school, we still have more to
learn and new cultures and
communities to learn about and
work alongside. 

What has been your funniest or
most embarrassing experience
during your time here?  
As a dedicated and professional
teacher, I can think of no single
occasion in my career that
warrants the description of
‘funny’! However my first school
trip almost led to my career
ending before it began. In my
first few years of teaching, the
former Principal, Mrs McHugh,
asked me to assist on a school
trip to France. I was to be
responsible for all of the pupils’
spending money and the Group
Passport (yes it was a long time
ago and they did have such a
thing back then). All was safely
stored in my green backpack
referred to by the other teachers
as ‘le sac vert’ (it was a French
trip after all). 

The group set off at some
unearthly hour and made the
long coach journey via
Larne/Stranraer and down
through England without
incident. We boarded the
overnight ferry for France and
once the pupils were safely
ensconced in their cabins, the
teachers retired for a quiet meal
before taking turns at the ritual of
corridor patrolling throughout
the night. With only minor
hiccups, i.e., when the engines
started up and most of the pupils
developed mass hysteria,
thinking that the boat was
sinking, we made it through to
daylight relatively unscathed.
And so to the morning; after
recovering Mr Gerry Jones’ false
tooth from the bend of the sink,
we cleared the cabin ready to
collect the pupils, but, worryingly,
there was no sign of ‘le sac vert’!
Twenty minutes later and having
sprinted around every café and
restaurant on the boat and
having checked at the Purser’s
Office, no green backpack had
been handed in. By now, my

face had turned the colour of the
missing bag as it sank in that we
had no passport. We could no
longer enter France and even if
all of us managed to sneak
through customs, we would
have had no pupil spending
money! I was feeling distinctly ill
and was mentally preparing my
resignation letter as I
approached Mrs McHugh. I
called her name and as she
turned, I noticed a flash of green
across her shoulder! Her hand
moved towards the green band
and she lifted ‘le sac vert’ off her
shoulder and handed it to me.
She said, “Here you go, Mr
Burch, you left this behind in the
restaurant last night”. I stepped
forward and, much to her
surprise, I hugged Mrs McHugh! 
The rest of the trip went very
smoothly, only slightly marred by
the smell of the chicken
processing factory next to the
hotel. We even managed an act
of kindness as we were able to
donate a considerable haul of
fireworks to the local community
after we held an ‘amnesty’ for
our pupils the night before we
left for the long journey home. 

What are your hopes for the
future of Lagan College?
I think we can say with some
confidence that the Lagan
College ‘experiment’ has been
a great success. I hope that
now with 30 years behind us
and soon to be moving into our
new building, we can
increasingly look beyond our
school community and become
a confident voice for an
inclusive multicultural society,
both locally and beyond. After
all, even here in Lisnabreeny,
on the edge of Belfast, we are
still a part of the world wide
web and we have a story 
to tell. 

Paul Burch

SPOTLIGHT ON...
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Helen Killick

What year did you start
working at Lagan College? 
1992

What made you apply for a job
in the integrated sector? 
When I moved from Scotland in
1987 I was keen to be involved in

cross-community and
peacemaking initiatives.  I’d
heard a lot about Lagan College
as the first integrated school and
I was intrigued by the Chaplain’s
job – it seemed to combine all
the things I loved doing.  

What were your first
impressions of the College
back then? 
The welcome from everyone and
support for the new Chaplaincy.
There was much laughter and
friendship and also a shared
purpose in doing our best for the
students and doing something
different in Northern Ireland.  I
was impressed that the school
was trying to support people
from different backgrounds in
their faith.

Since then, how have things
changed?  
Some things have not changed.
The staff are as brilliant now as
ever and I have lots of good
friends here. The Chaplaincy is
still full of people sharing stories
from their families and their
communities.  Of course the
school has become much bigger
and busier, and classrooms
cover a huge area. And we don’t
get quite as many visitors or TV
crews coming to see what we’re
up to.  

What has been your funniest
or most embarrassing
experience during your time
here?
One of the great things about
being at Lagan College is that

you come to expect absurd and
funny things to happen from
time to time. Particularly if you
spend time with Mrs Donnelly in
the Music department!  

What are your hopes for the
future of Lagan College?  
I hope the new building opens
up a wonderful new chapter in
the story of the school.  I hope it
will continue to be a place where
people feel safe to explore
differences and be themselves.
I’d love to think that families who
come to Lagan College in the
future will experience the same
welcome and sense of
community as my family and I
have.

What year did you start
working at Lagan College? 
1983

What made you apply for a
job in the integrated sector? 
I believed in the idea of children
being educated together, no

matter which race, religion or
gender – this was made
possible with integrated
education.

What were your first
impressions of the College
back then? 
It was challenging as we were
very much in the spotlight.  It
appeared that the media,
political parties and politicians
were waiting for us to ‘slip up’.
At times, it felt as if people were
waiting for us to fail.  The media
interest was intense.  There was
one classroom we nick-named
the goldfish bowl, as it had a lot
of windows through which
visitors and the press looked
through at us working.

Since then, how have things
changed? 

Immensely!  The accommodation
we have now is luxurious in
comparison to what we had back
then.

What has been your funniest
or most embarrassing
experience during your 
time here?  
I remember two really funny
experiences.  One was travelling
to school every other day with
Rosaleen Beattie (Head of
Maths).  We shared the driving
and when it was her turn, we
arrived in school in her father-in-
law’s bright orange Reliant
Robin (a three wheeler for those
of you who don’t know what this
is). The kids really enjoyed
making fun of us.

The second was teaching in the
maths room at the top of the
steps.  It balanced precariously

on the edge of a bank.  I
remember being in class one
day with Year 10, covering a
math class, and a gust of wind
hit the classroom.  All of us
squealed like little girls (even the
boys) thinking this was the end!

Is there anything from the ‘old
days’ that you miss?  
I miss the ease with which we
were able to communicate.
Everything is so big now, the
number of students, and the
distance students have to travel
in a day. 

What are your hopes for the
future of Lagan College?  
I hope that when we move into
our new building that we
maintain our family orientated
ethos and don’t just become
another school, one of many
with little ‘personality’!!!

Oonagh Donnelly

SPOTLIGHT ON...
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What year did you start
working at Lagan College?
1982

What made you apply for a
job in the integrated sector?
When I was in sixth form in
school, I got involved in cross-
community work and I
organised a number of
interschool events. For the first

time ever, I began to question
why students were taught in
different schools, got different
buses to schools and why they
never met or talked about their
perceived differences. When I
saw the job advertised, I thought
it was a great opportunity to get
involved in something which
would hopefully bring about
social change. 

What were your first
impressions of the College
back then?
On many occasions, it was
nerve wracking!  I had to teach
lots of subjects to the same
class. I taught Drama, English,
P.E., Geography and even one
term of French! The school was
always being filmed or visited.
You never knew who was going
to walk through your door. Many
visitors stayed for almost the
whole lesson. 

Since then, how have things
changed?
The school has become huge
compared to what it was like
then and now we teach the
students up to sixth form. In the
early days, we only kept
students to Year 12. I began in
what is now Loughview Primary
but it was very small at that
time. We also held some of our
classes in the Ulster Folk
Museum and at Balmoral
Primary School so the teachers
travelled around a lot!

What has been your funniest
or most embarrassing
experience during your time
here?
On one occasion, I was teaching
English to a second year class.
We were studying a poem
called ‘The Fiddler of Dooney’.
There is a bit in the poem which
describes a priest as being

grumpy / bad tempered. Just as
I was explaining this, the door
opened and a visitor walked in.
He was a priest. The students
and I burst out laughing. The
poor man! I hope he believed
my excuse.  

Is there anything from the ‘old
days’ that you miss?
Yes, we once got a £50 bonus
for Christmas. (I told all the other
teachers that I got £100). 

What are your hopes for the
future of Lagan College?
That we bring about great social
change in Northern Ireland and
that people will model their
schools and work places on us.
I’m looking forward to the new
buildings as a sign we are here
to stay.

Helen Smyth

What year did you start
working at Lagan College? 
1985.  On my first day, I had to
apply for maternity leave!

What made you apply for a
job in the integrated sector? 
Seeing a BBC programme
documenting how Lagan

College came about really
enthused me and I decided
then I would love to be part of
this exciting venture.  My
mother spotted the job
advertisement in the paper
and the rest is history!

What were your first
impressions of the College
back then? 
It had a real family feel to it.
There was always great
laughter despite desperate
conditions to work in.
Everyone was supportive and
determined to make this work.

Since then, how have things
changed?  
The size of the school for a

start!  It had only 420 pupils
when I first started.  You knew
everyone. Sadly, because we
still have so many mobiles, it
still has that same ‘feel’ to the
place.  We used to have only
one staff room; now there are
several staff areas which
sometimes means you miss
seeing people. We used to
have a full hour for lunch and
the craic was always great.

What has been your funniest
or most embarrassing
experience during your time
here?  
Back in those days,, I drove a
Fiat 126 (or something like
that). It was a really small wee
car. I came out of school one

afternoon (slightly earlier than
normal!) to find the 5th Years
had lifted my car and placed it
horizontally between two
other cars.  I had to do around
one hundred three-point turns
to get it out!

What are your hopes for the
future of Lagan College?  
I hope the new school is a
great success and that we can
develop more as a community
school, inviting an even
greater range of people from
all backgrounds and ages to
be part of the Lagan College
experience.

Marie Evans

SPOTLIGHT ON...
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Adam McGibbon attended Lagan College
1999-2006. While at the College, his History

and Politics teacher, Fergal McGuckin,
inspired him to take an interest in politics,

which he went on to study for A Level,
coming top of the year. After leaving Lagan

College, he studied BA History & Politics
and MA Politics at QUB. At university, he

became involved in the Students’ Union and
was elected for two terms as Vice President
of the Students’ Union. He joined the Green

Party, eventually standing as its 2010
General Election candidate for South

Belfast, and is now pursuing a career in
campaigning and sustainable development.

This 4th September marked the 30th birthday
of Lagan College, Northern Ireland’s first
integrated school – that is, the first school
where Catholic and Protestant children were
educated together.

It’s been an incredible journey – the oft-
overlooked and remarkable story of a ground-
breaking school started not by the state, but
by brave parents who risked everything to
have their kids educated alongside those from
a different community background – at the
time, a radical concept in a place where
common sense seemed apparently radical.
Virtually 99% of students from the age of 3
until the age of 18 attended either a state
(Protestant) school or a maintained (Catholic)
school. In a deeply divided society, the social
damage inflicted by barely meeting someone
from the opposite side of the divide for the
entirety of your formative years is obvious.

In the face of complete inaction by the
government, a group of parents started a
group called ‘All Children Together’ in 1974, to
push for a system where the province’s
children could be educated together
regardless of background. Faced with utter
opposition, ACT supported a group of parents
who set up their own school along the River
Lagan that runs through Belfast – Lagan
College – out of a scout hall in 1981. In that
explosive year of republican hunger strikes
and electoral polarization, the new school

began with 28 pupils and a small group of
teachers, only one of which was full-time. The
school’s motto was Ut Sint Unum (That they
may be one). Opposition to the concept was
almost absolute – the churches were against
it. One Catholic clergyman, Fr Denis Faul,
condemned it is a ‘dirty political trick’ to
undermine Catholic schools. Politicians were
against it. The government refused to fund it.
There was even a protest outside the scout
hall on the school’s first day, requiring an
armed police guard. The first Principal, Sheila
Greenfield, gave life to an iconic image as
she led the children into the school hand-in-
hand. One teacher was told quietly by a priest
that if he took a job at Lagan College, then he
would find it hard to get a job in any Catholic
school after that.

It shouldn’t have been this much of a struggle
for the founders of the Lagan College project
to make the school thrive – but it was.

Not that I was there – those who were there at the
time can tell that story better. I attended Lagan
from 1999-2006; happier, easier times than its
difficult early years. My parents were committed to
the concept, and had my name down since birth.
They were keen to present an illusion of choice
when it came to picking my post-primary school,
but I wanted to go to Lagan College anyway.

By that time, the school had a permanent
home on National Trust-provided land in the

LAGAN COLLEGE STAFF 
AND PUPILS 1981
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Castlereagh Hills overlooking Belfast. It had
very many full-time staff, over a thousand
students and permanent buildings. It was
grant-maintained by the government. Two
excellent organisations (NICIE and IEF) now
championed the integrated education cause
and Lagan College had become the first of
around 60 integrated primary and secondary
schools open all across NI. The prestige of
being the first of its kind was now recognised
by many visitors (including then-Leader of the
Opposition David Cameron, who slipped his
way out of an answer to every question from
tuition fees to water charges that our A-level
class asked him). The school’s story and
importance was hammered into us at each
assembly and anniversary to the point of
desensitization – not that I didn’t understand
the importance of it; just that it took for me to
leave to go to university and to get some
perspective about other people’s experiences
of secondary education to get just how
important Lagan College was and still is.

I went back to visit the Lagan College
classrooms during the South Belfast race in
the last general election, where as a past
student and then-candidate, I was invited
back by my old politics teacher – the one that
had inspired me to take an interest in politics
in the first place – to address his class. It was
due to the education that I got there that I
ended up with the opinions I have today.

And that education, to counter the more
unimaginative critics, was so much more than
putting kids from different backgrounds into
the same building. It’s not the “Don’t ask, don’t
tell”-esque attitude of some of the more
diverse state grammar schools (as a friend
who attended a prominent state grammar put
it). It’s about an education that actively
emphasised respect, mutual understanding
and tolerance.

Now five years out, many of my old
classmates carry with them a quiet but fierce
pride in the school, and in the integrated
concept in general.

I recall tucked away in one of the staff
corridors a framed cartoon caricature. It
depicted two sides of a door – on one side, a
group of parents and children trying to push
the door open. On the other side, a gaggle of
clergymen, priests, ministers, and familiar-
looking politicians trying to hold the door
closed. The caption read, ‘Opening the Door to
Integrated Education.’ 

It’s to the credit to all involved in the integrated
education movement that we’re at a stage
now where there are roughly 21,000 students
in integrated education – but its admirable
progress has been undeniably hindered by
many of the province’s politicians. And we
shouldn’t forget that despite some of their

public utterances, it’s hard to believe they’ve
all really and truly changed their minds. It’s
taken them thirty years to catch up with the
courageous parents that started Lagan
College – if they’ve caught up at all. 

(“A shanty town” – then-local MP Peter
Robinson on Lagan College in 1981)

“The reality is that our education system is a
benign form of apartheid, which is
fundamentally damaging to our society.” –
Peter Robinson, 2011)

We must push harder for further integration –
it doesn’t mean anyone having to give up
tradition. It’s not about making everyone the
same. It’s about the right to an education that
is the norm in most other societies. The public
clearly want it – integrated schools are
constantly oversubscribed and recent polling
suggests broad public support.

Just because everyone pays lip service to it
doesn’t mean the argument is won yet. The
launch of a campaign pushing for further
integration should be welcomed. Integrated
education isn’t the ultimate panacea to
sectarian hate, but it’s certainly a very
important part of the solution.

Happy Birthday Lagan College. Thanks for the
memories, and here’s to the next 30 years!

VOICES17

The first steps: 
Left: Jane Spencer, Julia McComish, Campbell
Mullholland, Principal Mrs Sheila Greenfield,
Linda Mitchell, Richard Sherry and Louise
McGranaghan.

Form 1, June 1982
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What year did you start Lagan College? 1982

Further Education/qualifications
O Level English, Maths, History, English Lit, Biology
& Physics, Btec Certificate in Business and Finance,
NEBOSH Certificate

Current job/what have you been doing since you
left Lagan College? 
I left school in 1988 and spent two years working as
a part time chef in a roadhouse in Newtownards.
This was good fun and allowed me to exercise my
creative side, but, eventually, I decided that this life
wasn’t for me. I still had no idea what I wanted to do
career wise, so my father offered me a desk job in
his crane company in Dublin. This involved
answering the phone and taking enquiries for crane
spare parts and lifting equipment. The job
progressed to involve some site work, fixing and
testing overhead travelling cranes. After three years,
I moved back to Belfast to take on a similar role
there for the same company. The work there was
even more diverse. Eventually, my job turned into a
sales role, travelling the country selling lifting
equipment, cranes and hoists. During my time with
this company, there was a lot of action on the home
front. I met my wife in 1999 and we married in 2003
after we had bought and refurbished a house off the
Ravenhill Road. In 2006, our daughter Sarah was
born and we then moved to Newtownabbey.

The crane business is a very close community and
there is a fair bit of inter-trading between the
companies involved, and eventually I met a couple

30
IN TH E  MAK I NG

Ronan Walsh

Can you share with us some of your
memories from school?

What year did you start Lagan College?
1981

Further Education/qualifications: 
Mixture of CSE/’O'Levels, City and Guilds
Print, NEBS Management.

Current job/what have you been doing
since leaving Lagan College 
I remember the Principal, Mrs. Sheila
Greenfield, informing a visitor to the
College that I was intending to move into
the print industry after leaving school.
That was 1987 and twenty-four years
later I am still working in that industry. 

I joined a local printing company, WG
Baird, in October 1987 as an apprentice
compositor, a trade that has long since
disappeared.

I enjoyed my two years working at WG
Baird; it really gave you a good
grounding into the print industry, as all
skill areas of print took place under the
one roof. This was at a time when print
was about to go through a massive
change with the introduction of
computerisation into the industry.

I attended the Art College for two days a
week, with the other three spent 'on the
job'. The experience I gained working in
a big printers proved invaluable to me
as I have had to draw on it over the
years in publishing.

In 1989, I made the move from print into
publishing when I joined Ulster Journals,
which publishes the Ulster Tatler, Ulster
Bride, Tatler Interiors, Voices and many
more. I worked in the then 'paste-up'
department learning all aspects of
designing artwork for print. However, it
wasn't long before traditional type-
setting was replaced with digital
technology. I still work for Ulster Journals,
where I am a Director, heading up the
Production Department.  The buzz of
meeting deadlines ensures there is
never a dull moment!

Memories of school
At the age of eleven, after seven happy

years at Primary School, I moved to
Lagan College. The move from primary
to secondary was stressful enough but I
was not just moving to a ‘Secondary
School’ but to an ‘Integrated College’,
which was based, not in a school, but in
a scout hall. 

The first morning was momentous. My
mum dropped me at a hidden entrance
behind the legendary Ardnavalley Scout
Hall; from there, we were guided along
a woodland path to avoid the world’s
media and protestors at the front gate!
At the time, I think you felt a bit like a
celebrity. Even though we had no
uniform (it hadn't been designed), and
the scout hall was divided in two only by
a curtain to form our classroom, we just
carried on like any other school.

By Easter 1982, Lagan College had
moved to a new site on Church Road in
the Castlereagh Hills. This felt more like

Richard Sherry

a real school; we had two classrooms and a proper
playground. In those days, it was all hands to the deck;
my Mum even helped out with dinner duties. The school
always had a family type atmosphere and you quickly
learnt not to have any pre-conceived ideas.

On a lighter note, who can ever forget Sister Anna sailing
up Church Road on her moped or the framed graphic in
the Principal’s Office of the twenty eight original pupils
with Irish and British flags drawn on our backs?

One other benefit I received from attending Lagan
College was that I met my future wife, Sarah, at a
College function in the old Drumkeen Hotel. We married
in 2001 and have three lovely children who hopefully will
soon be attending Lagan College.
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of like-minded individuals working in other lifting
gear companies and we decided to start our own
company, making, servicing and inspecting lifting
equipment. Chain Care Lifting Services Ltd started in
2007 and has grown steadily ever since. I’m not sure
what I want to be when I grow up but right now I’m
enjoying my job and I won’t say there’s no pressure;
It’s just more pleasant pressure.

Memories of school
I never knew it at the time but as all adults will say, my
school days were the best of my life. The special nature
of Lagan College being the first multi denominational
school still makes me proud of my time there. At that
formative age, developing the ability to
compartmentalize religion and politics from social life
and getting the job done was a great life lesson. When
we were growing up, we all hoped for peace in our
country but feared it would never happen, but look at us
now! We were ready for it.

I don’t know if I had a favorite teacher but I do
remember the evocative reading of James Burns (and
the way he might roar at you if you were bold). There
was also Olwen Griffith; she was the only Maths teacher
I had that could explain algebra! We never had a school
canteen in the years I was in attendance and I
remember going on field trips to look at Lisnabreeny
House, which at the time was little more than a ruin.
Only in my final year was there any move to start a
school there. Our history teacher at the time was Brian
Lambkin and he would take us on these local trips,
studying the buildings and place names on the way
(history on the doorstep and probably delivered on
budget).  Due to the size of the site, we used to have
games or PE lessons in the Henry Jones playing fields
across the road from the school, rain or shine. Our first
PE teacher was Edwin Curtis. Those were the days...

30
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Whay year did you start Lagan
College?
1984

Further Education/qualifications
HNC Communications. Insurance
Foundation Certificate.

Current job/what have you been
doing since leaving Lagan College?
I currently work in a company which
investigates and handles liability claims.
After leaving Lagan College, I attended the
College of Business Studies for GCSEs and A
Levels.  I then moved to Glasgow where I
studied at St. Ninian’s College and
Cardonald College and Langside College. I
worked in various shops / restaurants firstly
on a part time basis while at college and

then worked full time in Peckhams of
Glasgow and later Russell’s restaurant.  In
1996, I returned to Belfast where I worked for
Norwich Union before moving to my current
job with N.I.C.H.S.  In 1991, I took a ‘career
break’ and lived in Australia for over a year. I
now live and work in Belfast and am
married with two children.

Memories of school
Lagan College was a brilliant school to
attend.  My fondest memories include my
first day at school and sharing the school
bus to Oxford Street  with Vickie McEvoy.
Lagan College seemed like it was in the
middle of nowhere – up in the Castlereagh
Hills.  The bus trips were always an
experience!  Except when it was snowing
and the bus only went to the bottom of the
hill and we all had to walk in the snow.  Mr
Agnew’s English class was always great – a
very cool teacher who always made
classes interesting and enjoyable.
Corrymeela trips were great craic.  I also
really enjoyed Mrs Jellett’s art class and Mr
O’Connor’s science class. There was a lot of
media interest in the school at the time.  A
few of us travelled to Switzerland with Mr
Lambkin for a live TV interview. We went to
Dublin to the Mansion House to meet the
Lord Mayor of Dublin and also had TV
crews and journalists visiting the school on
a regular basis reporting on life in an
integrated school.  We even got to meet
Princess Anne. Our year was a great
crowd and it is a shame that we had to
finish up at 5th year and all go our
separate ways.

Wendy Branagh (now Lavery)

What year did you start Lagan College? 
1987

Further Education/qualifications
BSc (Hons) 2:1 Biological Sciences, Queen's
University, Belfast, PGCE, University of
Manchester.

Current job/what have you been doing
since you left Lagan College?
Since I qualified as a teacher, I have been
teaching Science at St John Bosco Arts
College, Liverpool. I am in my 12th year
teaching in this all girls secondary school. It
is a challenging but rewarding job! I also
have two children, a 7 year old and a 5 year
old, who keep me on my toes and are lots of
fun! 

Memories of school
I have so many great memories of my time at
Lagan College. My first memory would be
lining up outside in the car park of
Lisnabreeny, in glorious sunshine, waiting to
be put into our new form classes. We were the
first year group to be based at Lisnabreeny.
We did one year up at Castlereagh with
spectacular views but it was always freezing!

I enjoyed most subjects at Lagan College. My
favourites were: Science, Maths, Languages,
Geography and Drama. I can not single out
my favourite teacher, but special mentions
have to be given to the following teachers:
Mr O'Connor and Mrs McCluskey. Although
resourses were scarce, they always put
together exciting experiments; even a
Bunsen burner was exciting then! As a

Science teacher now, I find myself quoting
Mr O'Connor, "I blame the mathematics
department in this school!" and another
favourite of mine "What do you think this
is? Mardi Gras?" Mr Burch was our form
tutor for most of our time; he even used to
have little award ceremonies every year. I'll
never live down that Swot of the Year
Award, Mr Burch! Mr Burns was also our
Head of Year for most of our time at Lagan
College, an excellent Head of Year and
English teacher.

I took part in a few school trips, all of
which were great fun.  There was the trip
to France with Mrs McHugh in first or
second year, with Henry the tour guide,
"Chateau D'eau, Chateau D'eau!"  But one
of my favourites was the horse-riding trip
with Ms Griffiths and Mr Jones, camping
and pony trekking in Castlewellan. I think it
rained for the entire time, but we had
endless hours of fun galloping around
Castlewellan Forest and cooking by the
camp fire. When I come home to visit, I
often pass by Lagan College and look in
and think of all those happy times spent
with my friends. Who knows, in the future,
they could let me back to teach, - that
would be a dream come true!

Roisin Prentice
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What year did you start Lagan
College?
1993

Further Education/qualifications: 
BSc Management at Queen’s
University, PGCE Business Education
at the University of Sunderland. 

Current job/what have you 
been doing since leaving 
Lagan College? 
Since leaving Lagan College, I went
to Queen’s University to study a
Management Degree and then on
to complete a Premier Graduate

Programme where I worked as a
Marketing Executive at a local firm. 
I have also completed a PGCE in
Business Studies at the University
of Sunderland. I am now Head of
ICT and Business Studies at
Blackwater Integrated College in
Downpatrick. 

Memories of school 
Following in the footpaths of four
older siblings, I joined Lagan College
in September 1993. I have fond
memories of my time there and am
lucky to have kept in touch with
many of my classmates whom I
now class as some of my closest
friends.

Attending an integrated school was
very important to my family and I
and the people that I met and the
diverse communities and beliefs
that they represented certainly
enriched my time there. 

Some of the highlights that I have to
mention include the Belgium
Exchange Programme that I took
part in in Lower Sixth with Mr
Lenaghan.  During this trip, I have
particular memories of alerting my
host family to a fire in their house
and then being rewarded the next
day with a banquet of snails –
which I had to politely refuse. 

I also have to mention the Business
Studies Department where I spent
most of my time as a Sixth Year
student. The support that I received
from all of the staff was second to
none and throughout my whole time
at Lagan College I can honestly say
that I always felt like an individual
and never a number. A special
mention has to go to Mrs Anderson
and Mrs Connor who put up with
me for 80% of my 6th form classes.
Our Business Studies trip to Euro
Disney was certainly memorable!

Declan McAlorum

What year did you start Lagan
College?
1989

Further Education/qualifications:
Studied IB at Lagan College, then
went to Stranmillis University
College where I graduated in
2000 with a 2:1 Batchelor of
Education degree.

Current job/what have you
been doing since leaving Lagan
College? 
I now teach in Loughview
Integrated Primary School and
have done so since leaving
Stranmillis in 2000.  I have taught
Years 3, 4, 6 and 7, which has
involved me teaching some
children of teachers who taught
me at Lagan!! (Mrs Cooke, Mrs
Donnelly and Mrs Mills)  My first
teaching job in Loughview was in
a classroom which once was
Lagan College’s school office
when they were on the ‘old site.’ 

In 2004, I got married and now
have two children, Calum, 3 and
Cara, 1.  Calum has just started
nursery in Loughview and will
hopefully one day be a student at
Lagan College. I socialise weekly
with friends that I made at Lagan
College and each year I look
forward to our yearly Christmas
BBQ reunion!

Memories of school 
I remember being taught in
freezing cold mobile classrooms,
and being allowed to wear
fingerless gloves to write
because the room was so cold.
This was after standing outside
in the snow waiting for teachers
arriving to teach us, who had
just finished teaching a class at
the ‘top site’ and had to then
drive down to Lisnabreeny to
teach us!  Mrs Galbraith’s nose
was always bright red from the
cold!!  All this aside, we still
managed to do ok!!

I was really fortunate in that I
loved every second at Lagan
College! I made great lifelong
friends and got an excellent
education whilst also having a lot
of fun!  My memories of the

Emma Black (nee Forbes)

What year did you start Lagan College?
1987

Further Education/qualifications
Bsc Psychology(QUB), PGCE Secondary Education
(Religious Studies)( St Martin's College), Master Of
Education (Religion)(St Mary's University College),
Master in Counselling 
(QUB)(to be awarded 2012)

Current job/what have you been doing since you
left Lagan College? 
Once I left Lagan College in 1991, I went to the College
of Business Studies and completed my A Levels. I

worked for a number of years before returning to full
time study at Queen’s University in 2000. I loved my
studies at university, and after my degree, I completed
my teacher training. I was very lucky and had my first full
time teaching post in Blackpool. I stayed in England for a
few years before coming home to Belfast. On my return
home, I taught in St Louise's Comprehensive College for
a few years. I then had an opportunity to do a job I had
always wanted to do and worked as an Education
Officer for Trocaire. I spent the last academic year (2010-
2011) teaching Religious Education in Lagan College. 

Memories of school
When I started Lagan College, we didn’t have a home big
enough for the whole school, which at that time was only
500 pupils. We were on a split site. My year group spent
their first year at Balmoral Annexe, sharing around five
classrooms with the new Forge Integrated Primary school.
After first year, the new Lisnabreeny site was opened and
we went there for Years 9 and 10. We spent Years 11 and
12 at the Castlereagh site (Loughview Primary
School). Back in my day at Lagan College, we didn't have
much. There was no canteen, no H.E. room, no Science
labs and no facilities for Technology. Our move to
Lisnabreeny was so exciting because finally there was a
Science lab, a workshop for Technology, an Art room and
best of all…Home economics had cookers!! My
memories from school are good. When at school, I really
enjoyed French and Spanish. My teachers were Mrs
McHugh (French) and also Mr Lambe, and Mrs
MacParland for Spanish. As a result of my interest in
languages, I was really lucky and went to represent Lagan
College along with a few other pupils in Belguim. We were
involved in a festival called Euro Sartay where 12 other
countries from Europe were also represented. We stayed
with a French speaking Belgian family and attended
school. Miss Rutledge (now Mrs Russell) and Mrs McHugh
were the brave teachers who took us. We all really had a
great time and I have good memories of Belgium. 

Jennifer O'Doherty
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teachers were as friendly, warm,
approachable ‘normal’ people who knew
pupils by name and made a point of
speaking to them in the corridor!  My
experience at Lagan College was always that
our school had ‘something different and
special’ about it which was a reason I wanted
to teach in the integrated sector myself.  I
completed my Duke of Edinburgh Silver Level
and have brilliant memories of expeditions,
science field trips, Belgium trip etc!  I had a
great social life at school!

I played netball for the school team and sang
in the choir, taking part in many productions
with Mrs Donnelly (nee O’Neill) screaming at
us in rehearsals, steam coming out of her
ears and nose!

Lots of teachers ‘stand out’ in my memories
and all for different reasons. However, my most
vivid memory is probably of Ms Coudiere. She
taught me French in sixth form.  She was so
dedicated and passionate about her subject
that she was exhausted by the time she had
finished a double period with us!!  Her energy
and enthusiasm for teaching could only make
you want to learn and succeed!

Every day I am in the classroom, I get
flashbacks of memories of events or teachers
at Lagan College which have helped me to be
the person and teacher I am today.

What year did you start Lagan College?
1994

Further Education/qualifications:
1st class MA (Hons) Psychology
University of Dundee
Commissioned Officer Royal Air Force 

Current job/what have you been doing
since you left Lagan College? 
I left Lagan College in 2001 and went straight
to the University of Dundee to study
Psychology. I graduated in 2005 and joined
the Royal Air Force as a Commissioned
Officer. After completing 9 months of Initial
Officer Training, I then completed an
additional 9 months of specialised training as
a Weapons Controller in the branch of
Aerospace Battle Management. Once
qualified, I worked as a Squadron Controller
where I used area air traffic skills to negotiate
UK airspace before providing a tactical
picture to enable fast jet pilots to practise ‘air
to air’ combat missions. I then progressed
into Quick Reaction Alert where I worked in a
small team providing UK air defence to
prevent terrorist attacks similar to 9 -11. In
2008, I moved into the School of Aerospace
Battle Managed and worked as an instructor.
Initially, my role was to instruct Ab–initio
students on simulators but I quickly returned

to the Live Environment, supporting students
in the final stages of their training as they
made the difficult transition to working with
real aircrew and aircraft. This was by far my
most challenging and rewarding time in the
RAF. In late 2010, I opted to leave the military
to return to Belfast in pursuit of a new
challenge. However, I decided to make the
most of my career change and took 5 months
out to do voluntary work abroad. 

I spent 9 weeks living and working in Cape
Town, working with children from settlements
and townships. This work was very varied, at
times frustrating but ultimately very enjoyable.
A lot of my time was dedicated to helping
young children from the settlements get ready
to start school. Unfortunately, due to their home
environment, the majority of the children were
placed at an immediate disadvantage and
naturally started school behind their peers. Our
job was to try and bridge some of that gap,
placing the children in a better position for
starting school. My afternoons were spent
working with the older children, doing
everything from teaching about
health/hygiene, to helping with school work,
doing craft work to simply providing a safe
environment for the older children to hangout.
On the weekends, I worked with 2 boys from
one of the townships helping to teach them
how to swim and the basic skills of kite surfing. 

I then moved to Mozambique for 2 months
where I worked on a marine conservation
project. This had a completely different feel
and I found myself waking up and falling
asleep everyday to the sounds of the ocean
and living on the beach. I got to Scuba dive
regularly, collecting fish data and conduct
ocean trips looking for whale sharks, dolphins
and manta rays. Finally, I spent another
month backpacking around South Africa ,
Swaziland and Lesotho before returning
home for the next adventure. Exactly what
that will entail I don’t quite know but I do know
that the first step will be to try and regain a
recognisably Northern Irish accent!

Memories of school
What I remember most from my time at
Lagan College were the teachers. Rather
than single out a favourite, I would rather
identify the teachers I found the most
influential. They were Mr O’Connor, Mrs
Jellett, Miss Kearney and Ms Griffith. They
were all distinctly different individuals with
their own unique teaching styles. However,
they all had very strong characters, had a
definite sense of who they were, what they
wanted and had real passion for their
individual subjects. While some offered
endless support and encouragement, others
pushed me to my absolute limit and for both,
I am equally grateful.

Gail Clark
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What year did you start Lagan College? 
1995

Further Education/qualifications: 
First Class Honours in Politics and Sociology,
Postgraduate certificate in Community
Education and in the final stages of
completing my PhD.

Current job/what have you been doing
since you left Lagan College? 
I left Lagan College in 2002 and went to the
University of Glasgow where I studied Politics
and Sociology.  After completing my honours
degree, I went to the University of Strathclyde
to study community education where I
became a trained youth worker. After
finishing my postgraduate, I got a job
helping to start an educational hostel with
aboriginal young people in Broome, Western
Australia. Whilst there, I also worked in a
school supporting young people with
additional educational and learning needs.

After this fantastic experience, I went
travelling around Australia, New Zealand,
South East Asia and India. On my return, I
gained a studentship from the University of
Strathclyde to complete doctoral research on
youth gangs in Glasgow. During this time, I
also worked as a part-time lecturer in
community education and community arts,
as well as maintaining my youth work
through co-ordinating and facilitating an
intergenerational girls’ group in the Maryhill
area of Glasgow.  I also worked as a
community football coach in a project which
attempted to use sport to engage with young
people from different minority ethnic groups
and to build community cohesion within
areas of deprivation within Glasgow. 

I have recently returned to Northern Ireland
and am currently employed by the
Community Foundation for Northern Ireland
where I am a Social Justice Development
Officer for policy and practice.  This new
project will work with community groups and
communities of interest to discover the current
social justice issues affecting them, as well as
offering small monetary grants for support.  

My attendance at Lagan College
undoubtedly grounded my passion for youth
and community work, lifelong education and
international travel.  The lessons we gained
on diversity, social justice, peace building,
equality and empowerment are now
paramount to my own career.    

Memories of school
There are so many memories from attending
Lagan College, it is hard to pick just a few!  I
guess the first memory is arriving on the first
day to a huge school with a lot of outdoor
classrooms.  I remember on those first few
days trying to negotiate my way around the
buildings and then, after two months of
being in school, me and a friend trying to
pretend we were still losing our way after
being late to English (it didn’t work).  

I remember being in the canteen and wishing
I was a 6th former so we could bunk the
queue.  The idea of skipping the queue was
obviously a ‘no-go’ as we were closely
monitored by Mrs. Budd who seemed to
instantly catch people and cast them to the
back. I remember eating chips most days
and, in hindsight, wish Jamie Oliver had been
about to fill me in on the dangers of ‘chips ‘n’
cheese’, although to be honest I’m not sure I
would have listened! I will always remember
our fantastic skiing school trip to Bulgaria
when I was in third year.  I remember being
so proud of my bright yellow ski jacket and
the excitement of going away with friends and
without parents.  I will never forget, and still
laugh, at the American skier coming down the
hill and asking if we had lost a member of our
group… one of our group had gotten slightly
waylaid and was admiring the shrubbery
further up the mountain!  I remember us
singing at the top of our lungs, no doubt to
the annoyance of other skiers,

“Everywhere we go, people always ask
us, who we are and where do we come
from?” and bellowing out the proud
response, “and we tell them we’re from
Belfast, pretty, pretty Belfast!”

I know everyone has their own great
memories about particular teachers and
departments but, for me, I will always
remember the drama department as an
amazing place, where people had good
craic and great rapport with the teachers.  I
remember in History being given the
opportunity and freedom to debate and
discuss current topical issues. In fact, I
remember one class in particular where
we had long discussions about Holy Cross
and our differing views were allowed to be
aired and challenged.  On reflection, I think
this was one of the biggest positives about
attending Lagan College - we were not
prevented from having views and opinions
but were allowed to express and discuss
them. 

What year did you start Lagan College?

1996

Further Education/qualifications: 

BSc (HON) Sociology & BSW Social Work

Current job/what have you been doing

since leaving Lagan College? 

When leaving Lagan College, I knew that I

wanted to become a Social Worker. At that

time you were required to have an

undergraduate degree in a Social Science

discipline, so I went to the University of

Ulster, Jordanstown and completed a

degree in Sociology with a view to going on

to complete the Diploma in Social Work.

However, while completing this course, the

requirements for Social Work changed from

a Diploma to a degree in Social Work.  I

enjoyed Sociology so I decided to carry on

with the course and I graduated in July

2006.  That same year, I commenced the

Bachelor of Social Work at Queen’s.  Three

years later, I successfully qualified as a social

worker and, since this time, I have been

working in this profession.

Memories of school 

I really enjoyed the years that I spent at

Lagan College and in particular - lower and

upper sixth. It was during these years that I

really appreciated the support and

encouragement from teachers.  In particular,

my ICT teacher, Mrs McKee, was a great

support and someone who had a lot of time

for her students.  Whilst I enjoyed PE lessons,

I hated the 800 metres cross country run

around the Henry Jones playing fields.  It

was always muddy, wet and cold up on the

Castlereagh Hills!  However, fast forward a

few years, I got the running bug and I have

ran a few marathons for charity…who

would have thought!! It was also during my

time at Lagan College that I found my love

for the treasured delicacy, ‘gravy-chip and

cheese’.  This was the definite favourite of

most of my friends and one which we still

enjoy after a night out together!  

Sinéad Gormally

Laura Teggart
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What year did you start Lagan College?
1998

Further Education/qualifications: 
Bachelor of Arts with Qualified Teacher Status -
Liverpool Hope University

Current job/what have you been doing since
you left Lagan College? 
I left Lagan College on 30th June 2005 and
headed across the Irish Sea to begin my
university life at Liverpool Hope University.  For
three years, I studied to become a teacher as
well as completing an undergraduate
Geography degree.....I’m sure Mrs Smyth will
be so proud!  I thoroughly enjoyed my time at
university and in 2008 I graduated from
Liverpool Hope University as a teacher with a
Bachelor of Arts degree with Qualified 
Teacher Status.  

I was very fortunate to find a teaching post straight
away after graduating.  On 1st September 2008,
I very nervously set off from home, still in Liverpool,
to begin my life as a teacher, with 27 Year 3
(Primary 4) children waiting at my classroom
door.  If I am truly honest, I was terrified at the
thought of it.  What if the class didn’t like me?
What if I didn’t get on with the staff?  

However, it is safe to say that I had no need to
worry.  So, four years on from starting teaching,
I am still in the same school, Malvern Primary
School, now teaching Year 6 (Primary 7).  I have
had some wonderful experiences as a teacher,
taught some really inspirational children, and
have loved every minute of it.  I am now part of
the school’s  Senior Leadership Team working
as a ‘Middle Leader’ and I am also back at
university, Edge Hill University this time,
completing my Masters – Specialist Teacher in
Mathematics.  I still find it very hard to 

believe that it has been nearly 7 years since I
left Lagan College!

Memories of school
I started Lagan College in September 1998, the
only child from my primary school, Comber
Primary, to be heading to Belfast to go to
Lagan College. With that in mind, my very first
memory was standing in Comber Square
waiting for the bus to arrive. I noticed another
terrified boy, in the same uniform, waiting for
the same bus. Eventually, we began to have a
chat and we soon discovered that we were
both in the same situation. From that day on
and all the way through Lagan College, Paul
McCrory and I remained very good friends.

I have no memory of the rest of that first day at
Lagan College, which can only mean that I
must have enjoyed it! For the next 7 years,
Lagan College was to offer me an amazing
array of once in a lifetime experiences. They all
started in Year 8 when I was one of two
children who went to London with Mrs McHugh
and Mr McNally to accept an award from the
Duke of Gloucester - ‘The School Curriculum
Award’. Following this, Lagan College gave me
the opportunity to go to Donegal, Tenerife,
Barcelona, America, Jamaica and Zambia. The
memories from these experiences are simply
too vast to list.  However, if I was to pick one, it
would the very first time I saw an elephant in
the wild whilst on safari in Eastern Zambia - a
simply breathtaking sight.

In terms of favourite subjects and favourite
teachers – this is a difficult one.  I had a great
relationship with all my teachers throughout my
seven years at Lagan College – the friendly, yet
professional staff is one of the College’s greatest
assets.  From all the subjects I studied, I.C.T
would’ve been top of the list for me.

I still take the time to log onto the Lagan
College website and love to be kept up to date
on all the current news – I really enjoy having a
read through the latest newsletters!  Happy
30th Birthday, Lagan College!

Christopher Fulton

What year did you start Lagan College?
1999

Further Education/qualifications: 
First Class Honours in BA Fine 
and Applied Art (Sculpture)

Current job/what have you been doing since
leaving Lagan College? 
Since graduating from The School of Art and Design at The
University of Ulster, I have set up a studio in Belfast and
continue to exhibit. I have had exhibitions in many
galleries, such as The Golden Thread Gallery and Queen
Street Studios. I also exhibited at Belfast Culture Night in
September. My first solo show opens in The Naughton
Gallery at Queen’s in January 2012.

Memories of school 
Words can simply not express how much I enjoyed my
time at school, and the number of friends, both students

and staff, that I am still in regular contact with
is a testament to how much I enjoyed my
seven years.

Looking back, it seems that every day there
was some sort of special event or visitor at
school, but I can positively say there was
never a dull moment at Lagan College,
especially with Sheena Black as your form
tutor! How she managed a new outfit for each
day of the school year remains a mystery.

I was a familiar face in the music building
during most of junior school and my time in
the choir, school shows and our many
adventures together are definite highlights. Mr
Lenaghan leading a ceilí in his string vest on
one such residential at Castlewellan Castle
stands out as something that I will never be
able to erase. Singing on the stage of the
Waterfront Hall and The Grand Opera House,
visits to Stormont or witnessing President
Clinton’s last visit to Northern Ireland were
fantastic experiences! Mrs Oonagh Donnelly
and Miss Tracy Wilson, from the Music
Department, were determined to get us to such
events in the completely disastrous school mini
bus! We always made it, however, just in time.

As I moved up into my senior years at school,
the Art Department was my favourite haunt,
enjoying coffee, cake and getting little done
in the windowless ‘sixth form studio’. We also
managed to talk ourselves into getting a
fantastic trip to London. Being trapped in a lift
and the art students being led, by Miss
Jacqui Rogan, to the wrong branch of TGI
Fridays to meet the rest of the group, made
the adventure all the more memorable.

Sister Anne and Mrs Helen Killick instilled in
us a passion to be ‘the change’ we wanted
to see in the world in our lunchtime debates
in the Chaplaincy. My time as a member of
the Justice Group which led us to an all night
Christian Aid protest on Downing Street in
London or the residentials to Corrymeela
and Derry with the M4 group were times of
great friendship and good craic! 

Mr Simon Hare’s A Level RE lessons were
another great source of enjoyment but how
we all passed with such flying colours I’m
still not sure as we managed to discuss
everything but early church history for the
majority of the lessons.

Highlights, however, of every school year had to
be the Staff Band performances on the last day
of term. “Is Everybody Happy” - Mr Dowd would
shout as the teachers began their set which
seemed to involve every member of staff being
on stage at some point. Mr Patton’s pelvic thrusts
in his leather trousers singing ‘Tainted Love’ I think
got the biggest cheer I ever remember.

Christopher Burns
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What year did you start Lagan College?
2001

Further Education/qualifications:
Currently studying for a degree in European
and Middle Eastern Languages. 

Current job/what have you been doing since
you left Lagan College?
One of the many things Lagan gave me
was a passion for adventure. So, after
leaving, I took a gap year during which I
was an au pair in France and then
travelled to East Timor and Palestine.
Apart from just enjoying time to explore
these exciting countries, I also taught
some English. The next year I started my
course of French and Arabic at Oxford
University. After just one year at Oxford, it
was time for my year abroad (as part of
my university degree course) so I spent
last year living and studying Arabic in
Cairo, Egypt. The lifestyle was intense;
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Year you started Lagan College:
2005

What are your favourite subjects
and why? 
Politics is my favourite subject
because I believe it is fascinating
to learn about international and
local politics and I think that
politics has a profound effect on
our daily lives. Politics has given
me the opportunity to expand my
knowledge on local legislation
which has inspired me to choose
“Law with Politics” university
courses. I have also always
thoroughly enjoyed History since I
was in Year 8 but this year I have
found History particularly
intriguing because we have been
able to study the history and
formation of Northern Ireland. I
think History and Politics are my
favourite subjects because all the
teachers in this department are
committed and fun teachers!

Tell us what you think about
Lagan College.
I have always believed that Lagan
College is an inspirational school
and this year I have been given
the honour of representing it as
Deputy Head Girl, which has been
very special, considering that this
year we are celebrating its 30th
Anniversary. Lagan College is very
important to me due to its
integrated ethos. I came from an
Integrated Primary school,
Loughview, and an integrated
home background because my
Mum is Catholic and my Dad is
Protestant. My brothers and sister
are dyslexic and I have always
been grateful that Lagan College
has allowed pupils of all abilities
to be educated together. Lagan
College is very special; all the
teachers are dedicated to their
pupils and they have helped
widen my perspective on the
world. It has taught me to respect
and treat everyone of all religious
and educational backgrounds
equally. I have two favourite
teachers who are Ms Coudière
and Mr Wishart because they are
funny and enthusiastic teachers
who have always been very kind
and supportive to me. 

Rhiannon Stewart

every day was a different kind of
education and adventure in this vibrant,
oppressive, non stop city. I left very much
in love with but sad for this country in July
this year. The next step was a summer in
France; I travelled around the country
visiting friends I’d made over the last
couple of years and I spent a few weeks
working on an organic farm in the South of
France. Now my feet are firmly back on the
ground and I will spend the next two years
completing my degree at Oxford. I
continued teaching a lot of English while I
was in Cairo, often to adults in poor areas
- this was something I loved and I hope to
pursue ‘Education’ as a career post-
university. 

Memories of school
The scenes that spring to mind immediately are
the journeys on the number four bus every
morning from Finaghy, red PE socks, the
wonderfully manic music department, running
around Henry Jones, moving and lively
assemblies with Sister Anne, a cow from a
nearby field escaping into the lower
playground and the pride of finally putting on a
green uniform in sixth year... to name but a
few. However, what I talked about once and
still very much believe in is the ‘spirit’ of Lagan. I
will never forget the buzz and excitement that
filled the corridors the weeks surrounding a
school production - everyone pulling together
to meet the deadline and create something
everyone could be proud of. 

Doing A Level Drama took this feeling even
further. After a long day at school we all
seemed to muster up the enthusiasm
because there was this passion and
determination coming from the teachers. I
found this teaching spirit to be true across all
departments, whether it was Add Maths at
lunch time with Mrs Holmes, RE with Mr.
Hare or French with Ms. Coudiere. They
always had a way of leaving me inspired
and feeling, more often than not, that
anything was possible. Whatever form this
‘spirit’ of Lagan took, it certainly made for a
unique and unforgettable school experience.

Year you started Lagan College: 2011

What are your favourite subjects and why?
Science is my favourite subject as I enjoy doing
experiments.

Tell us what you think about Lagan College. 
Both of my elder sisters, Lauren and Anna, came
to Lagan College so it was inevitable that I would
come too. I think it is a very unique school,
especially as it was the very first integrated
school in Northern Ireland. I have enjoyed
making new friends and playing netball after
school. I really love my Science classes. Dr
McConnell is my teacher; she is really nice and
very friendly.

Ellen Carr

Lara McIvor
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Year you started Lagan College:
2007

What subjects are you studying for
GCSE?
For GCSE, I am studying Art &
Design, Double Award Science, PE,
French, Maths, English, RE and
Business Studies.

Tell us what you think about
Lagan College. 
I really enjoy going to Lagan
College. Everyone is really nice and
it is a great feeling being part of an
integrated school where I can learn
about different backgrounds,
religions and cultures. My favourite
subjects are Art, French and RE  I
really enjoy studying all of these
subjects. Mrs Mills and Miss Rogan
are my favourite teachers, along
with my Form Tutor, Miss Hoy. She is
always there to help me out when I
need her. I attend after school
hockey and although I am unable to
attend the matches, I still enjoy
going to the training sessions.

Antonia McIlhagger

Mark Stephens

Year you started Lagan
College:
2009

What are your favourite
subjects and why?
History is one of my favourite
subjects because I love
learning about the past and
using detective style work to
understand more about what
and why things happened.
My other favourite subject is
drama because I enjoy
performing and I especially
love the creative writing in
Drama, where I am given the
freedom to use my
imagination to write my own
scripts and monologues.    

Tell us what you think about
Lagan College. 
I always wanted to go to an
integrated secondary school
because I loved the idea of
continuing on my integrated
education because I went to
Loughview Integrated
Primary school. I also think
Lagan College allows
everyone to be themselves
without the worry of what
others will think, for instance,
their religious background.
There is also a great
relationship between the
pupils and teachers and I
have been fortunate enough
to have many friends from a
mix of religious and cultural
backgrounds. Lagan
College’s wide range of after
school activities has given
me the opportunity  to get
involved in the school show
over the past three years
and I am a member of the
Genesis club, the Junior
Justice group and
badminton club.

Hannah Cooke

Year you started Lagan College: 
2006

What are your favourite subjects
and why? 
Biology, because I believe it is a
fascinating and informative subject
which explains many things about
science in the world. I also love

Business Studies because I have
found the course both enjoyable
and informative as it has given me
a real insight into the world of work. 

Tell us what you think about
Lagan College.
I have loved my time at Lagan
College because it has given me
the opportunity to meet different
people from a variety of cultures
and I have always found there to
be a great rapport between the
students and the staff. I believe that
this has allowed me to experience
an excellent education which has
not only taught me about many
exciting subjects, but it  has also

taught me the importance of equality
and respect. I am currently a member
of the school’s eco-committee and the
football team which I have immensely
enjoyed because they have enhanced
my overall experience.

This is because these activities have
given me the opportunity to share my
hobbies and interests with people
from a range of backgrounds, whom I
may have never met if I hadn’t chosen
to go to Lagan College. 

Michael Kane

Year you started Lagan
College: 2008

What subjects are you 
studying for GCSE? 
I am currently studying
Spanish, French, History,
Geography, Business
Studies and I.C.T.  in
addition to the compulsory
subjects, which are Maths,
English Language and RE.

Tell us what you think
about Lagan College. 
I love being part of Lagan
College because it brings
together people of all
races, cultures and
religions and it has always
made me feel very
welcome. I enjoy all of the

subjects that I am currently
studying but my favourite
subjects are Languages
and Business Studies. I
have always found the
teachers at Lagan College
very supportive and helpful. 

However, I do have a
couple of favourite teachers
but I would prefer to keep
their names a secret! In
school, I enjoy some of the
fantastic after school
activities which Lagan
College has to offer.  I am a
member of European
Studies Club, I took part in
the school musical this
year, “Little Shop of Horrors”
and I participate in after-
school basketball.

Year started Lagan College: 
2010

What are your favourite subjects and why?
English, PE, History, Geography and Irish are my

favourite subjects. I like these subjects because
they are fun and interesting. I especially like PE
because I am a very outdoors person and I love
sport.

Tell us what you think about 
Lagan College. 
I am really glad that I came to Lagan College
because it is a very diverse school. It is also very
welcoming and accepting. I play basketball and
football after school as these are two of my
favourite sports! I don’t have any particular
favourite teachers as all of the teachers are really
kind and friendly.

Mark Bowers
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PEACEWAVES RESIDENTIAL
by Ella Rollins-McEwen, Michael Morrow
and Rhiannon Stewart

On January 6th, eleven Year 13s jumped on
the bus and off to Newcastle for the annual
Peacewaves residential. Accompanied by
Mrs Killick and Mrs Verwoerd and John
Peacock, who works for Youthlink. We were
joined later by three guests, two of whom
were ex-paramilitary prisoners. They very
openly shared their life experiences with us.
It is fair to say that we found their stories
shocking yet inspirational at the same time.
It was reassuring for us to see how people
can reform and this gave us all a sense of
hope.

We also made use of the Greenhill facilities
for team building activities. Together, we
attempted the ropes course, zip line and a
spooky nightline. We all enjoyed the
experience and got a lot from it. We all hope
we can repeat this experience in Year 14
(hint, hint Mrs Killick and Mrs Verwoerd!)

We would like to extend our thanks to the
Chaplains, John Peacock and our guests
Wilhelm, Gerry and Alistair from the Irish
Peace Centres for facilitating our residential.
Greenhill was a great place to go and we
send a thank you to them too, especially the

26VOICES

THE CHAPLAINCY
PEACEWAVES
Our Peacewaves programme is a year-long course in the Year 13 Enrichment programme. We spend time exploring the stories and legacy of violent
conflict here in Northern Ireland, in South Africa and in Israel/Palestine. We meet people from these conflict regions who share their stories and learn
together about peacemaking efforts in these regions. We launched into 2011 with our annual residential, which is an important part of the
programme. This is what the students have to say about it...
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happy chef, for this truly worthwhile experience. 
The group we took on residential last year
asked for another one this year, so we also
took a group of Year 14s away on residential
on the last weekend in January. Ruth Agnew
shares her reflections:

Last year a group of Sixth Years went on the
Peacewaves Residential run by the chaplaincy
and YouthLink, where we explored issues of
conflict transformation by meeting and talking
with ex-paramilitaries. We had such a great
time that this year, while we were all sitting in
the chaplaincy catching up with some tea and
coffee, we convinced Mrs Killick and Mrs
Verwoerd to run another residential for us! So,
on the 21st January, a small group of 9 Upper
Sixths, along with Mrs Killick, Mrs Verwoerd
and John Peacock from YouthLink, went to the
IOSAS residential centre just outside Derry. 

We spent the evening together playing games,
which involved inventing new languages,
protecting sacred balloons and painting our
faces, which of course had a hidden meaning
about how we interact with other cultures. The
following morning we paid a visit to the Celtic
Spirituality Garden at the residential centre. It
was a great start to the morning; all of us
found it very relaxing and peaceful. A welcome
change from the late start we had in the girls’
cabin! Properly relaxed, we made our way to
the city of Derry where we were met by our
tour guide, Ruairi, who took us on a tour of the
walls, filling us in on the history of the walls.
From the walls we went into the Bogside,
where we were given some more of the
history.  I found this part of the trip the most
interesting as I didn’t know a lot of the history
of the city beforehand and, never having been
there before, it was also fascinating to be in
places I’ve heard of, like the Bogside and the
walls. 

Everyone on the residential found it very
beneficial and we all enjoyed it so much!! So
thank you Mrs Verwoerd, Mrs Killick and John!

VOICES27

• ‘Joyriders’
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Voluntary Service
This year all Year 13 students participated in Voluntary Service, either in the school or in the wider
community. A small group of Year 14 students also regularly participated in Voluntary Service this
year. They volunteered in a range of local nursing homes, with Tor Bank school and in our own
Learning Support Department. They undertook their service with an enthusiastic and generous spirit.
As always, students expressed that the service was sometimes quite challenging, but that made it
worthwhile. Many said they learnt a lot from the experience of serving others without obvious benefits
or rewards for themselves. Thanks to everyone who participated with such generosity and grace.

On Tuesday 19th of October, five members
of staff and four Upper Sixth students
went on a day trip to Blue Coat School in
Coventry, England, for a Cross of Nails
seminar. This trip was part of series of
meetings which promoted the Cross of
Nails organisation for both Blue Coat,
being the first school to be awarded with
the Cross of Nails, and Lagan College, the
first integrated school to be awarded the
Cross of Nails. The sixth form
representatives took part in several talks
and presentations about The Cross of
Nails and worked with the Head Boy and
Girl team at Blue Coat to put on an
assembly for their Year 12 students,
explaining what being awarded the Cross
of Nails means and the similarities
between Blue Coat and Lagan College.

When the school day had ended, all the
members from Lagan College and several
of the Blue Coat representatives were
taken on a tour of Coventry Cathedral and
we were told the story of how the Cross of
Nails organisation had started, after the
city of Coventry was bombed during the
Second World War. During our tour, we
saw the Peace and Reconciliation statue
and we visited the new part of Coventry
cathedral. Significantly, the glass front of
the new cathedral that faced the old
cathedral is reflective, allowing us to see
the old cathedral rising up behind us while
observing the new cathedral. It created the
impression that the new building is just an
extension of the old cathedral.

Overall, we had a very positive experience
and we learnt a lot about the Cross of Nails
organisation. Thanks to the Chaplains and
the staff in Coventry for organising it.

Coventry
Cross Of
Nails Visit
by Tim Hamley

Justice League
by Ashleigh Allen

The Senior Justice League offers a way in which
we can focus on pressing issues, both in our
school, local area and internationally and this
year has been one of our busiest yet. Not only
have we had visits from many different people
that have inspired us in our work within Lagan
College but we have also fundraised and raised
awareness for various issues. 

In December, we ran a small campaign for
Aids
Awareness
Week and
were able to
raise some
money to
send to Dr
Neil
Kennedy
who was a
guest
speaker and
highlighted
the problem
of HIV and
Aids
especially
among children. He works in a hospital in
Malawi which works with teenagers with HIV
and Aids.
We also held a successful event for Fairtrade
Fortnight alongside the Junior Justice Group. We

led assemblies and held an exhibition about
Fairtrade where we decorated cotton bunting
with Fairtrade messages. There was Fairtrade
chocolate for all who attended!

One of the most special events was the joint
ecumenical service with Trocaire and Christian
Aid for World Climate Day in December. This was
the first time they had held a service together
and a few members of the Justice League had
the opportunity to take part by leading prayers
and reflections about the impact of Climate
Change on the world’s poorest people.
International Woman’s Day is in March every

year and we invited
an inspirational
young woman,
Claire Harris, to
share her
remarkable
experiences in
countries such as
America and the
Philippines working
with disadvantaged
women, especially
those caught up in
violent conflicts. Her
story was inspiring
as it showed the
difference one
person can make to

the lives of troubled people all over the world. 
The past year has been full of amazing
experiences and hopefully next year will 
be just as inspiring. 

An Important
Campaign: Fairtrade
by Claire Rattray

The typical scenario in the canteen is clusters of
students giggling, the usual buzz of teachers
chatting and the scent of toasted paninis floating
through the air. However, in everyone’s hand is the
essential cup of tea or coffee for that morning
boost. All tea and coffee in the school is now
fairtrade and helps us to take a step towards our
school achieving Fairtrade status. We are pleased
to have achieved this much so far, overcoming
many obstacles for the availability of guilt free,
fairly traded tea and coffee in our school. 

However, this small triumph is still not enough to
make Lagan College officially recognised as a
Fairtrade school. What can be done to accomplish
this? This can simply be done by our school
promoting and selling more Fairtrade goods, which
can be achieved in a number of ways. For example,
by using Fairtrade cotton in our school uniforms and
using more Fairtrade products such as sugar, oil

and rice in our cooking in the canteen, the HE
department and at home. This is a tough challenge,
but our Justice group is ready to take it on, to help
promote an international trade system based on
justice and fairness, in the hope of providing a
decent and dignified livelihood for all. Wouldn’t that
result be worth us making a little effort? 

We live in a rich part of the world where we are
advantaged by unequal trading partnerships. And
we often take for granted how lucky we are to
have food, shelter and integrated education. Our
privileged lives cannot be compared to those of
farmers who live in poverty and children who have
to work very long hours under terrible conditions
to support their families. These people desperately
need our help! Our ethos encompasses fairness,
respect and equality both locally and in the wider
world, which obligates us to do something. 

Despite how small and insignificant we may
seem, a Fairtrade Lagan College would be a
success, even if it only improved the lives of a few
people; the impact on their lives would be truly life
changing.  Join the revolution and let this year be
the year that Lagan College proudly becomes
Fairtrade!    
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• ‘Girls and Dolls’

Junior Justice Group
by Hannah Cooke

This year has been really busy for all the members of the Justice Group. After coming
back from our summer, we were all excited to find that our pen pals from a girls’
school in Malawi had replied to our letters. We all hurried to write a second letter
telling them about our school and our daily routines.  We also have had many visitors
in Justice Group this year, such as Christian Aid and Neill Kennedy, who is a doctor in
Malawi. We really enjoyed meeting all our visitors and they helped us to find out
about the situations in areas of the world and how we can help.

One of our big projects this year has been Fairtrade and on the 22nd of February we
set up our Fairtrade exhibition in the Drama Studio. There was flag making, fun and a
piece of chocolate if you knew a fact about Faitrade!!! Later on in the year, we took
our Fairtrade exhibition to Stormont where Slowfood was having a special day. 

This year at Justice Group has been great!! Come along next year if you missed out!!! 

Celebrating our
Diversity!
In response to conversations with some of our
students who are from other parts of the world,
we organised a special International Rugby
afternoon in November to celebrate what they
bring to our community and what they sometimes
miss from home. We invited South African rugby
players, Johann Muller and Pedrie Wannenburg,
who have both played for the Springboks and are
now playing for Ulster, to join us. They led some
drills and gave us some pointers as we practised.
Then we shared some South African food as they
autographed our shoes and rugby jerseys,
answered our questions and shared some of
their love for the game with us. It was a real treat
for us to meet players of such calibre, and our
thanks go to Johann and Pedrie, and the Ulster

Rugby Club, for taking the time to visit. Over the
next few years, we hope to plan more
celebrations of other cultures represented in our
community to enrich the sense of belonging our
newcomers have with us. 

Our Response 
to the Tragedy 
in Japan
In the aftermath of the devastating
earthquake and tsunami in Japan, several
students and staff approached us asking
what we might do in response. Seeing the
images of the suffering and destruction, we
wanted to do what we could. 

After some discussion, we decided together
to compile a Book of Condolences and fold
1000 origami cranes that we would send on
to a school in the region. Across the school,
classes discussed the situation there,
shared prayers and hopes for the people
and folded cranes and designed messages
of sympathy in Japanese.

Much to our delight, with the amazing
efforts of many, we managed to fold the full
1000 cranes and send them off with a
beautiful Book of Condolences.

A huge thank you to all who contributed.
We have been inspired by the compassion
and generosity of our community. 

A Special
Visitor!  
We were delighted to
welcome Bishop Noel
Treaner (Catholic
Bishop of Down and
Connor) in September.
This was an informal
visit, when the Bishop
addressed a senior
assembly and spoke
to A level RE students.

A Special Visitor!  
We were delighted to welcome
Bishop Noel Treaner (Catholic
Bishop of Down and Connor) in
September. This was an informal
visit, when the Bishop addressed
a senior assembly and spoke to A
level RE students.  We were
encouraged by his openness and
enthusiasm for the visit, and his
thoughtful answers to challenging
questions posed by students.
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Our fantastic Dublin excursion on Saturday, 4
September 2010, kicked off the school year for
a new, very talented and enthusiastic, AS crew.
This ‘experience’ just kept rolling and
expanded into a very exciting year-long
journey for us all.

It all began at 8.00 am on the Belfast to Dublin
bus. Two fresh - faced teachers, Mrs Seawright
and myself – perhaps not so fresh-faced! -
and 7 bleary-eyed students.

It was such an easy and natural ‘teambuilding’
experience, rather than a mere ‘exercise’. This
essential time-out together, significantly helped
to forge our 9th sixth-form theatre company:
‘eg.o’

What a great day we had! No transport
hitches, lots of craic and a well-paced itinerary.
On arrival, we discovered that we had luckily
missed the fuss in O’Connell Street
surrounding Tony Blair’s book-signing in
Easons, by a hair’s breadth!

For that field trip, tickets for both matinee and
evening performances were courtesy of the
Drama Department budget. This investment,
has since paid dividends for them. TICK!

Following lunch and a scoot around the
O’Connell Street area, we all headed to the
Gate theatre in Parnell Square to see Arthur
Miller’s ‘Death of a Salesman’.

It was the first time that our students had had
the opportunity to visit the two landmark
writers’ theatres in Dublin - The Gate and The
Abbey. So right at the beginning of their
Theatre Studies course, our aim was to give
them a snapshot of the bigger Irish Theatre
map - a kind of ‘View from the Bridge’. They
would actually be studying this Arthur Miller
text at A2! TICK! 

‘Death of a Salesman’, directed by David
Esbjornson, starring Harris Yulin as Willie
Loman, the salesman, was absolutely riveting.
Hairs on the back of the neck stuff! Its
naturalistic staging was also a contrast to the
Brechtian-influenced style of the evening
production, ‘The Plough and the Stars’ at the
Abbey. TICK! TICK!

Wayne Jordan, an Associate Artist of the
Abbey Theatre directed this fresh, jaunty
interpretation of an Irish classic play. We
laughed a lot. 

Apparently, O’Casey was so determined to
write it on his battered typewriter, that he
pinned a note over his desk which read ‘Get
on with the bl***y play!’ Well, we joined the
ranks of those who are glad that he did! 

His characters were just full of resilience,
humour and resistance. Their marvellous use
of language, which in Abbey speak was

‘beyond the beyonds’, did confuse us at times,
but also served to highlight the gulf between
rhetoric and reality.

At Advanced Level in Drama and Theatre
Studies, it is crucial that our students
understand the historical, political, social and
cultural context of the plays that they see and
study. The themes in both plays triggered lively
discussions around issues of interest and
relevance to them. 

Back to basics! As all day-trippers know, the
energy levels begin to sag around teatime!
Well, Mrs Seawright’s solution was spot-on! - a
Chinese style buffet: ‘Eat all you can for €10’.
We did! Especially Declan Magee. I reckon he
ate €30 worth! If you know Declan, picture this
image... Not possible? WRONG!

At 1.50 am, we arrived safely back in Belfast.
Only this time, it was two bleary-eyed teachers
with 7 fresh-faced students!

The AS productions this year were ‘Girls and
Dolls’ by Lisa Magee and ‘Someone Who’ll

Watch Over Me’ by Frank McGuinness.
A very special thanks goes to Heather
Seawright and Kevin Elliott for their exceptional
input into these examination pieces… and of
course we must not forget the students
themselves, who achieved 7 As for their
performances!!!  Yes, the ‘A’ team!!

‘Girls and Dolls’ is a dark, disturbing piece
which was expertly edited with a lightness of
touch. The girls were just staggering
throughout. Performed à la Brecht on a new,
nifty three-piece rostra, designed by Mrs
Seawright. Just to give you an idea, this cost
£150 and only so cheaply, because it was
made in- house. It was Mr Robert Berry,
Technology & Design technician and master
of precision, who patiently built and delivered
the goods!

The minimalist staging was set off by my idea
to have the equivalent of a black dance floor
style covering, but it was Kevin Elliot’s brilliant
idea to contact a ‘Blind’ company and see if
their blind ‘material’ would meet health and
safety standards for our studio floor. It did.
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THE DRAMA REPORT
The highlights in the Drama Department’s calendar this year have been our Dublin trip,
AS productions, and participation in the New Lyric’s Opening Season Events. 

• 3 Generations! Sam McCready with his former student Ms Black and her Drama students at the opening of his
new show ‘A Time To Speak’ in the new Lyric Theatre’s opening season.

• Actress Joan McCready, Lyric Theatre’s
Artistic Director Richard Coxford with
Ms Black, Mr Elliott and Sixth Form
Drama students.
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£450 later! A cool, crisp, sharp look was
achieved - and has been re-used again and
again for GCSE performances.

TICK! TICK! TICK!

‘Someone who’ll watch over me’ was set
‘somewhere’ in Lebanon. The confined space
of the ‘prison’ for the captors meant that their
movement and action was limited. Because of
the subject matter of hostages, it could have
gone down like a lead balloon. Far from it; the
boys effortlessly switched between a very
intense, harrowing atmosphere to humorous
relief. They were consistently enthralling! 

Our students, teachers and technican worked
after school and during weekends over many
weeks in a rigorous process, likened to a
crucible!  As part of their process, we included

two workshops with a Professional Director,
Lisa May of Bruiser Theatre Company. She co-
directed Martin Lynch’s award winning ‘The
Chronicles of Long Kesh’. We are always
delighted to have Lisa work with us. It really
was worthwhile. Indeed, if we could ‘bottle’ it,
companies would pay to achieve with their
teams what we, in a theatre context, achieved
with our team in just 3 months!

TICK! TICK! TICK! TICK!

My real connection with the Lyric began when
Sam McCready,International Director, actor
and writer, asked both myself and Joan
McCann, two of his former drama students, to
tutor the ‘Youth Lyric’ Drama classes. We
eagerly accepted the challenge and our
classes began in the old, draughty, church hall
in Cromwell Road which housed the old Lyric’s
rehearsal rooms between the late 60s, and the
early 80s.
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• ‘Joyriders’

• Above and Right:
‘Someone Who’ll
Watch Over Me’

• Below:
Mrs Seawright
with the AS Dublin
Trippers

• Ms Black and AS students outside
Theatre In The Mill, Newtownabbey
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Our classes followed on from Neil Shawcross’
Junior art classes. It was an adventure that
lasted the whole year. Joan and I can proudly
boast that we staged the first Lyric Youth
Theatre Production in their ‘old’ theatre at the
end of the 70s! It was, however, touch and go
if that Saturday morning production would go
ahead because of union action. The studio’s
sound/ lighting crew were not allowed to work
for us! Even back then, my husband, Willis,
stepped into the breach. It was the start of an
exciting, ongoing working relationship which
continued into Lagan College until the
appointment of our Audio Visual Technician,
Kevin Elliot, in 2008.

Although the Youth Lyric happened zillions of
years ago, the opening of the new Lyric was a
re-connection for me.

35 Drama students in Years 10 -14 had the
privilege of going on a Lyric Adventure Tour,
prior to the official opening of a new theatre on
May 1st. They took us into all sorts of nooks
and crannies. It was very surreal and
punctuated by all sorts of weird and wacky
performance events dotted around the
building - including the toilets! Our students
loved it.

Sam and Joan McCready generously put us on
the guest list for their show, ‘A Time to Speak’
which was actually the first public performance
in the new Lyric. I was able to secure a few
extra tickets, which enabled our whole A2
class to attend. It was a superb example of
simple story telling, written by them about their
dear friend, Helen Lewis. They painstakingly
retraced Helen’s life in Europe, including the
labour camps. It was this Czechoslovakian
Jewess who escaped from Auschwitz and
started Modern Dance in Northern Ireland. She
was also my former Laban Movement
Teacher. Sam had introduced me to Helen’s
classes when I was his student and a lifelong
friendship was forged.

I was so proud to be there, now, with my
wonderful students. We had a 3-
generations-in-one photo taken in the foyer
alongside Sam and Joan, fusing together
the past, present and future.

So, with that in mind, I asked Sam to write
an article about his early days at the Lyric. I
think that our own drama students and the
wider community will find the story of how
the Lyric Theatre began both fascinating
and hilarious.  Another world!  By the time
that you read this, Sam will have taken a
workshop for sixth form. Lucky students!

28 students saw ‘The Crucible’, which
officially opened the New Lyric’s first
season. Whilst everyone was in awe of
the staging, some loved its ‘shouty’ style,
some did not.

Other theatre trips this year included
Bruiser Theatre Company’s ‘Low pay;
don’t pay’ by Dario Fo and ‘Ghosts’ by
Henrik Ibsen in the wonderful Theatre
at the Mill in Newtownabbey.

Once again, this year, we were
privileged to work with Tinderbox

Theatre Company in their excellent outreach
programme: ‘True North’, which was part of
the Belfast Festival at Queen’s. Tinderbox
develops commissions and produces dynamic
new theatre plays that resonate strongly with
audiences in Northern Ireland and beyond. We
studied and saw two of those plays, ‘The Clean
Room’ by John McCann and ‘God’s Country’ by
Colin Bell. The latter play was winner of the
2010 Ulster Bank Belfast Festival at Queen’s
Audience Award.
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• Congratulations to the lovely Hannah 
Carnegie, a former Drama and Theatre 
Studies student, who earned a well-
deserved place on the Bachelor in Acting 
Honours Degree course at the prestigious 
new LIR Academy of Dramatic Art 
associated with Trinity College, Dublin, and 
London’s RADA.( It opens Sept 2011). Her 
grandfather was famous playwright/actor 
Joseph Tomelty, her aunt is well-respected 
stage and screen actress, Frances Tomelty 
and Roma Tomelty and Colin Carnegie of 
Centre Stage are her parents – so, it’s in her 
blood!

• Emily Dunwoody is loving her Musical 
Theatre course at Mountview Theatre 
Academy. Its Musical Director told her after 
an assessment that she was the one he 
remembered from all of the auditions for 
her year group! There were 4000 
applicants, with only 400 auditioned for 40 
places!

• Following a gap year in Australia, Ciaran 
Conlon is finishing his course in Music, 
Theatre and Entertainment Management at 
L.I.P.A in Liverpool this year. A superb 
student who found a niche course linking 
his two passions. I fondly recall our long 
discussion on 23rd December two years 
ago, as he pondered over his application - 
he has never looked back!

• Congratulations to Lagan College’s former 
Head of Drama, Gillian Lemon, who now 
has a permanent post as a lecturer in 
L.I.P.A. (Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts). 
Gillian loves directing. She has real flair and 
is always ready to push the boat out! I 
really appreciated the private tour that she 
gave me around L.I.P.A.

VOICES33

• ‘Girls and Dolls’

• ‘Girls and Dolls’

NEWS! WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Lagan College past pupil Sam Morrow's band, Bad Pollyanna,
has been given a major breakthrough by being booked by cutting
edge youth festival, The First Days of Freedom. The band played
their own exclusive slot on the live bands stage over the course of
the three-day event.

The First Days of Freedom is a first in the festival industry, as an
independently run and sympathetically managed large festival for
school and college leavers. Alongside a massively exciting lineup,
The First Days of Freedom gave the young people who made up
its audience the chance to display their own talents and
breakthrough the next generation of music. A select number of
gifted, unsigned bands from among the festival’s supporters
played and Bad Pollyanna was one of the first to be chosen!

The festival remains committed to a high standard, credible, and
one-off musical experience – with an extensive array of headline
acts, as well as specific areas dedicated to established and
emerging dubstep, grime, and urban acts. Bad Pollyanna were a
vital part of this exciting diversity, contributing to the musical edge,
verve, and variation, as well as speaking for the young people who
actually come to the festival. The First Days of Freedom is
a festival for young people, that gives opportunities to the people that it
represents and Bad Pollyanna played on the same bill
as internationally successful and recognized artists!

Friends (from NI, and all over the UK) who gave online support played a
big part in them getting selected for this incredible opportunity, and
ongoing backing could take them even further! 

www.facebook.com/badpollyanna

PAST PUPIL -
SAM MORROW
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In April 2010, teachers and lecturers in
Post Primary and Special Schools,
Colleges of Further Education and the
University of Ulster were invited to
submit their students’ work for exhibition
in the F.E. McWilliam Gallery and Studio,
Banbridge.

They were advised that the theme of the
exhibition was ‘Forest’ and that the
artwork, created by individuals or
groups, was to be in the form of
sculptures. Lagan College submitted
three pieces of work and we were
delighted when all three were chosen to
be a part of the exhibition.

‘Reach’ was created by 200 Year 8
students using card, paper, PVA,
masking tape, insulating tape and
paint. Each ‘hand-like’ tree is considered
as young, rooted and strong but
reaching out, beyond family, community,
linked by a shared understanding and
creating a growing, spreading forest.
Simon Elliott, Year 13, created his
sculptural piece based on the continued
loss and destruction of the natural
environment despite our continued
reliance on its resources.

Orlagh Thompson, also in Year 13,
created a piece depicting how nature is
constantly fighting back despite the
increased impact of mankind.

Well done to all our students for the
hard work they put into creating their
sculptures and congratulations for
beating off stiff competition and being
selected to exhibit their work in the F.E.
McWilliam Gallery

‘FOREST’ AT THE F.E. MCWILLIAM
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On Monday the 16th May, Thomas Niblock
from BBC Sport News, visited our school to
teach us about being a presenter, what is
involved with presenting and about general
media studies. As a class, we had to think of
different stories about our school and report
about them. We chose: the eco committee,
new build, exams/university fees and
sport. I was a news reporter on the
topic ‘new build.’ I interviewed Mr.
Montgomery about the new building
of Lagan College, asking him how
much it was going to cost and how it
would benefit staff and pupils. 

I then had to make a voice recording
of myself talking about the building,
to play whilst pictures of the new
building are appearing on screen. I
also had to film myself saying, ‘This is
Katie Thomson reporting on the new
build for Lagan College News Beat.’ It
took me 37 takes to say it but I got
there in the end. At the start of the
experience, I thought it was going to
be quite easy but when you are
actually up there in front of the
camera, it is really scary and you get
all your words mixed up.

I think I could do it as a career
because you would get used to the
way you have to talk and being in
front of a camera. From this
experience, I learned about
presenting and different camera
techniques. I also learned that I am
not actually that confident in front of a
camera, and there is a lot of work,
time and expense that goes into the
news. Presenting is actually a really
interesting job.  

I think the experience was really
good because he taught me about
presenting and I am now considering
it as a career when I am older. I liked

that we got to take control all day on who we
interviewed, where we interviewed them and
what to say to them. I also liked that Thomas
was proud with our overall result and I can’t
wait to see the final piece. 

By Katie Thompson

BELFAST
INCLUSION
FESTIVAL
POSTER
COMPETITION

A number of students entered poster designs
to an art competition organised by NICIE. The
students were Debbie Williamson, Lauren
Leckey, Liam Curtis, Nathan Irvine, Lauren
Presho, Sophie Nicholl, Ashley Fulton, Helena
Bartlett, Arathy Babu and Emma Stevenson.

All the art work that was submitted by
students can be viewed at

www.belfastinclusionfestival.org and clicking
on ‘Integrated Schools Exhibition Gallery 2010’.

Lauren Presho, Year 12, has been announced
as the winner and her submitted piece
features on the poster for the Belfast Inclusion
Festival 2011. This an outstanding
achievement! Well done to all the students
who participated!

LIVE AT LAGAN-
LAGAN
NEWSBEAT:
A MEDIA
WORKSHOP
WITH THOMAS
NIBLOCK

On the16th and 17th of May, Thomas
Niblock from the BBC Sports News
came into Lagan College and taught
the two Year 11 Digital Media classes
about presenting the news. Our
challenge for the day was to make a
news report about the issues in our
school. During the day, we each
recorded different sections of the
news, using a professional camera.
We had to cover four major topics. The
topics chosen for the first day were the
new building, the eco committee,
exams/university fees and sport. And
the topics chosen for the second day
were the new building, the funniest
teacher within Lagan, sport and
exams/university fees. For each of the
news reports, there had to be four
reporters, four producers, two
presenters and a camera man.

My job for the day was the reporter for
the eco committee. In my report, I
interviewed Mr Patton, the head of the
eco committee about the things that
they do and the prizes that they have
won for their work. I was really
nervous about doing the report and I
was scared when the camera started
rolling. I found it hard to remember
my lines when I had the pressure of
people watching and the big camera
in my face. But I was really proud of
the finished outcome!

On the 16th June, Thomas Niblock
came back into Lagan to show the two
Digital Media classes the completed
news reports. They both turned out so
well and looked really professional.
Everyone was embarrassed to see
themselves but it was entertaining and
enjoyable to watch.  

By Rebecca Donnelly

NEWS
PRODUCTION
WORKSHOP-
REVIEW
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A LEVEL ART EXHIBITION
IN THE ARENA

The Art Department staff put
in a tremendous amount of
work during exam week, as
well as the previous
weekend, in order to erect
the A2 and AS Level Art and
Design exhibition in June.
Parents and staff were
invited to attend the event
which was held in the arena
on a Friday evening. There
was a great turn out and it
was a great opportunity for
our talented students to
showcase their work. Well
done to everyone involved
on such a successful
evening!
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As part of the Year 10 Home Economics programme, we run a competition to find our
most promising Young Chef. Each student in Year 10 is challenged to plan and prepare
a simple meal that could be served for a group of friends before a night out at the
cinema. Heats were held in each Year 10 Home Economics Class and a winner and
runner-up chosen. The winners and their willing assistants then took part in the grand
final on Tuesday 17th May 2011. The standard was excellent this year and our team of
judges (Miss Ellis, Miss Fairley, Miss Bryan, Miss Murphy & Mrs Manus) found the final
choice a difficult call.  

In the end, Shay Horan (10MAX) was our deserving winner (what a stylish and tasty
menu!) and Claire Livings (10MAX) was a highly commended runner-up.  Great fun,
great young chefs and more than a few tasty dishes sampled! Well done, Year 10!

• Above Right: Shay’s Winning Meal.

• Above: Miss Bryan presenting Shay’s prize.

• Top: All our Year 10 Finalists

LAGAN YOUNG CHEF
COMPETITION 2011
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INAUGURAL VISIT TO
COCA-COLA
HELLANIC

Getting the chance to visit the manufacturing
plant of global brand Coca-Cola was an
opportunity seized by the Business Studies
Department on the 16th March. Accompanied
by Miss Atkinson and Miss Carr, Year 11 GCSE
Business Studies students were treated to a
tour of the state of the art production facilities
at the Coca-Cola Hellenic Bottling Company in
Lisburn. 

On arriving at the plant, we watched a short
film about the history of the brand in Northern
Ireland from an old style cinema that was
flooded with interesting memorabilia reflecting
changes in the image and style of the brand.
This was made more enjoyable whilst sipping
one of our favourite Coca-Cola drinks served
straight from the fridge. 

Our tour took us through the whole production
of the famous dark drink. We observed how
technology has completely transformed their
production processes, with custom made
machines performing a variety of different
tasks at any one time. Emma, our tour guide,
gave us a detailed insight into how they
ensure that every product produced meets

high quality standards and also their
commitment to safeguarding their secret
recipe known only as 7X.

Our tour ended with a trip to the specially
designed ‘games room’. Here we enjoyed
taking part in a quiz which tested us on our
knowledge of the trip as well as trying our
hands at Connect Four and Air Hockey. On

leaving the factory, we were treated to a
special key-ring to remind us of our visit. The
Business Studies Department extends huge
thanks to Emma and everyone at the plant for
a hugely enjoyable trip and to the Year 13
Applied A Level students who organised it as
part of their AS course.

Miss Carr

FANCY A SHOPPING
TRIP TO IKEA?
Our annual trip to the furniture superstore
Ikea proved a huge success once again for
our Year 13 Business Studies Students.
Organised to support their Applied Business
course, pupils got the opportunity to find out
first hand from a number of Ikea Managers
about the work that they do and the
enterprising activities they are involved in.

A huge amount of organisation went into the

event by Ikea who yet again provided a
wealth of vital information tailored
specifically for our needs. We were even
treated to a free lunch in the canteen – the
highlight of which had to be the famous
Dime Bar Cake!

Students had the opportunity to meet with staff
from the Human Resources and Marketing
Department and even stretched their legs for

a mile and a half tour of the store and some
table tennis in the staff canteen. 

The Business Studies Department extends
huge thanks and gratitude to Nigel McGarry
and all of the Ikea staff who continue to
support our students with their time and
efforts every year.

Miss Carr

BUSINESS STUDIES

• Mark Quinn
and Jack
Holywood at
Ikea Belfast.

• Nigel McGarry taking the
students on a tour.
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BUSINESS
STUDIES IN
ACTION...
TAYTO
On Friday, 18th March, almost 40 Year 11
GCSE Business Studies students had the
pleasure of visiting the Tayto factory in
Tandragee. This trip was organised by a
group of our Year 13 students as part of
their Applied A Level Business Studies
course. These Year 13 students also
joined us on the trip where we paid a
visit to the famous Tayto Castle, where
various crisps were sampled, even

before they had a chance to cool down
or indeed have any flavouring added.

On arrival, in order to conform with
Health & Safety standards, we were all
given an apron, a hair net and ordered
to remove any jewellery before being
allowed into the ‘live’ environment for
our tour of the factory floor. The
objectives of the visit were to gain a
better insight into production methods,
the impact of technology, quality
assurance and of course to return back
to school with a few multipacks of our
favourite crisps. All objectives, I’m glad
to report, were indeed achieved.

Many thanks go to Mr Tayto and to the
Year 13 Applied Business Students.

Mrs Connor

STEVE BRANKIN CEO
OF ASIDUA VISITS THE
BUSINESS STUDIES
DEPARTMENT
Our Year 13 Applied Students had the great pleasure
and honour of hearing from one of Northern Ireland’s
most successful businessmen. Mr Steve Brankin is CEO
of Asidua, an IT Services company.

Steve gave up his time to give a very informative and
interesting presentation on the Enterprising Manager,
something which he himself personifies. Steve ensured
students are aware of how important it is to be
enterprising when managing staff and how their
motivation and satisfaction in the workplace is vital to
business success. Both the presentation and question and
answer session gave our students a fantastic and practical

insight into their classroom learning. The department would like
to extend their thanks to Mr Brankin for his time and experience.

VISITING
SPEAKER FROM
FUJITSU
On the 1st October, the Year 14 Business Studies
Applied class had the pleasure of meeting with and
learning from Andrew McMinn and Shauna Murray,
both Graduate Software Developers who work for
the International company Fujitsu.

Andrew has been a regular visitor to the department,
giving vital information to students for their Investing
in People Unit. Fujitsu are Championship Winners in
this area and the expertise and information that
Andrew provides is important to our students’
success. Andrew gave a very interesting
presentation and answered many questions.

Fujitsu are a valued industry link for the department
and we would like to thank Andrew and the
company for all that they do to enhance our
students’ education.
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ENTREPRENEURS
DISCOVERED AS
PROJECT BUSINESS
COMES TO LAGAN
The Business Studies Department hosted a
Project Business Event, organised by
Young Enterprise for all Year 10s.

The activities were carried out over 3
consecutive days with the objective of
raising awareness of entrepreneurial skills
and allowing students to actively
participate in making money through
product production.

All students had the opportunity to work
effectively as part of a team and to use the
strengths of each team member in order
to make as much money as possible.  

The Project Business Programme allows
the students to face some of the problems
which businesses in the economy have to
deal with and to come up with solutions to
these.

The event also allowed the students to
gain an insight into GCSE Business Studies
and the opportunities it could provide for
them if taken as one of their Key Stage 4
options.

The industry trainer was very impressed
with the business skills shown by all the
students and commented on their
enthusiasm, participation and
entrepreneurial skill.

 Prizes were awarded on each of the days
to the team who made the most money.
Spot prizes were also given to those
students who were able to answer
business related questions. We would like
to thank the trainer, Clare James, for the 3
days and for giving us the opportunity to
participate in the programme. The
students certainly enjoyed the event.

YEAR 10
ENTERPRISE DAY
During exam week, all of Y10 were treated
to a day of Young Enterprise activities,
including a Masterclass and an online
Treasure Hunt. During the Masterclass,
team skills were tested and creativity was
pushed to the limit as groups competed in
mini-enterprises.

A local entrepreneur also spoke about his
experiences in setting up and running his
own successful business. In the IT suites,
each student worked through the new VLE

course in Y10 Enterprise. Challenges
included creating a CV, a job leaflet
competition, enterprise quizzes and
games, and an online Treasure Hunt.
Congratulations to:-
Jade Wilson, Stephen Hare and Caitlin
Kearns who each received £15 for correctly
answering all the questions in the Treasure
Hunt.

Sara Beattie-Campbell, Ellen Magee and
Louise Rattray each won £10 in the best
leaflet competition.
A big thank-you to all the form tutors for
their brilliant help on the day, and a giant
well done to everyone who took part!

Mrs Bingham.
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INTERVIEW SKILLS
EVENING IS A GREAT
SUCCESS

On the evening of Thursday 31st March, all of
our Year 13 students attended mock interviews
to help them prepare for the type of interview
they face for a university place or a job when
they leave school.

A record number of interviewers participated
this year. Twenty four people from local
businesses and universities came along to
conduct the interviews. This year, for the first
time, some of our teachers took some
interviews in their specialist areas – a big

thank-you
goes to Miss
Atkinson, Ms
Black, Mrs
Donnelly and
Mr Patton for
getting involved. 

Our Year 13s
had to prepare
an application
form for their
interview, and
come along
dressed as if they
were attending a
real interview.
Each student had

a 15 minute interview
and then got some
feedback on how they
had done from their
interviewer. This is great
preparation for a real
interview as lots of our
students have never
been interviewed
before.

The interviewers were
all very impressed by
the students they
interviewed,
particularly by their
confidence and how
well they were able to
talk about themselves.

Here are some things
the interviewers said:-

“A very enjoyable evening as usual ... I was
very impressed by the maturity and self-
confidence of the students”. 

Some of the students start a little shy but
answer later questions very well”.

“Overall, I was impressed with the high
standard achieved by each student in their
interview”.

Congratulations to everyone who took part
and a very big thank-you to all the staff who
helped organise and run the event.

Mrs Bingham.

On Tuesday 12th October, six
Year 13 students attended the
launch of a new website called
‘Tasty Careers’, which aims to
encourage students to consider
courses in the food and drinks
industry. The launch took place
at the Waterfront Hall and was
attended by Michelle Gildernew,
Minister for the Department Of
Agriculture and Rural
Development.

Food and Drink is the biggest
private sector of our local
economy at the moment,
currently employing around
60,000 people (both directly and

indirectly). Between 2010 and
2017, industry leaders estimate
that the skills shortage in the
province will mean that an extra
6000-10000 people will be
needed to fill the jobs which will
open up in this area. That
means a lot of tasty
opportunities for young people
in the future.

Check out the career choices
you have in this industry at:
http://www.tastycareers.org.uk/
Or why not follow ‘Tasty Careers’
on Facebook.

Mrs Bingham

CAREERS

YEAR 13 STUDENTS GET
A TASTE OF CAREERS
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Year 11 vocational students got
the opportunity to experience
one week in a working
environment, from 20th – 24th
June 2011.

The main aim of the work
experience was to give
students an insight into the
world of work and to provide
an opportunity for them to gain
first hand information as to
what particular jobs entail.

It involved students taking on
the role of a young worker
and:
• Undertaking work tasks
• Using and developing

work and employability 
skills

• Being involved in work 
processes

• Experiencing work 
environments

Examples of just some of the
placements our pupils went to:
• Mechanics
• Hair and Beauty
• Construction
• Community Work

All Year 11 students were
excellent ambassadors for
Lagan College.  Employers felt
that the students were an
asset to their organisation.
This was reflected in the
great reports from
employers about the
students in their care.

Here are some thoughts of
work experience from our
pupils:

“My placement was harder than I thought
it would be, but I have really enjoyed it.”
Sean: Community Work – focused on
Youth.

“I really enjoyed my placement. I would
like to come back here for my next
placement. This is definitely what I want
to do when I leave school.”
Matthew: Mechanics

“I have really enjoyed my placement.
However, it is much harder than I thought
it was going to be. I have discovered
areas of hairdressing I never knew
existed.”
Shannon: Hair & Beauty

A big thank you to Mrs Evans, Ms Fullerton,
Mrs Bingham and Miss Atkinson who all
assisted with visits to the pupils while on their
placement. Their help is greatly appreciated.

YEAR 11 VOCATIONAL COURSE
WORK EXPERIENCE

YEAR 12
VOCATIONAL
COURSE WORK
EXPERIENCE

Year 12 vocational students got the
opportunity to experience one week in a
working environment, from 18th – 22nd
October 2010.

The main aim of the work experience
was to give students an insight into the
world of work and to provide an
opportunity for them to gain first hand
information as to what particular jobs
entail.

It involved students taking on the role of
a young worker and:
• Undertaking work tasks
• Using and developing work and 

employability skills
• Being involved in work processes
• Experiencing work environments

Examples of just some of the placements
our pupils went to:
• Mechanics
• Hair and Beauty
• Plumbing
• Joinery
• IT
• Retail

Here are some thoughts of work
experience from our pupils:

“I really enjoyed my placement; I learnt
how to deal with children with different
needs. I hope my future career will
involve working with children.”
Nicole: Nursery.
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YEAR 13 WORK
EXPERIENCE IS
A HUGE
SUCCESS!
All Year 13 students got the opportunity to
experience one week in a working
environment, from 7th - 11th February 2011.

The main aim of the work experience was to
give students an insight into the world of work
and to provide an opportunity for them to gain
first hand information as to what particular
jobs entail. 

It involved students taking on the role of a
young worker and:
• Undertaking work tasks
• Using and developing work and 
employability skills

• Being involved in work processes
• Experiencing work environments

Examples of just some of the placements our
pupils went to:
• IT
• Schools
• Politics
• Law
• Media
• Engineering

All Year 13 students were excellent
ambassadors for Lagan College.  Employers
felt that the students were an asset to their
organisation. This was reflected in the great

reports from employers about the students in
their care.

Here are some thoughts of work experience
from our pupils:
“I really enjoyed my placement; I learnt
how to interact with children of all ages. I
hope my future career involves working
with young children.”
Ruth: Primary School

“It was great to rub shoulders with some
of the politicians I have seen and heard
on TV.”
Oisin: Politics

“I learnt how to interact with older people.
I enjoyed getting to know the residents in
the home.”
Heather: Care Home

“I enjoyed my placement. However, it
was a much longer day than when I’m in
school.”
Michael: IT

“I really enjoyed my placement. I have
realised the importance of good
timekeeping.”
Jenni: Primary School

“I enjoyed my
placement. I learned a
lot about the trade. I
definitely want to do this
as a career and have
been offered an
apprenticeship. I am
looking forward to
starting this in
September.”
BARRY: PLUMBING.

“I really enjoyed my work
placement. I loved
creating videos and
learning how to edit
them. This is what I want
to do when I am older. I
have been told that there
may be an
apprenticeship available
for me when I leave
school.”
FINTAN: IT

“My placement has
helped build my
confidence as it involved
me dealing with the
public. This is something
I would like to do in the
future.”
AVRIL: CATERING
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HEALTH
EDUCATION
CAREERS
EVENT
Year 13 and 14 students
attend a Health Education
Event at Royal College of
Nursing in Windsor
Avenue, Belfast.

This proved to be a very
informative day which
covered many health
issues of relevance to
young people and
information on how to
access career
opportunities within
health fields. 

Mrs. M Evans, Head of
Careers.

Anyone wishing to contribute
articles, photographs, poems

and short stories for
‘Voices’ 2012 may do so up until

30th June 2012

Simply Email the Editor,
Mrs. Deborah Hill at

lagancollegemagazine@yahoo.com

PAGE41-44_Layout 1  09/12/2011  15:58  Page 4



VOICES45

CAREERS IN CHEMISTRY
On Friday 14th January, Iris Suitor, from the Royal Society of Chemistry,   visited the
College to speak to pupils from Years 10 and 12 about the careers that they could
pursue after studying Chemistry.  Iris’s talk included information about the recent
developments in Chemistry and the importance of Chemistry in so many aspects of
our lives.  She also provided the pupils with a great deal of very useful information
about the types of careers open to them through studying Chemistry.

We are very grateful to Iris for taking the time to come and speak to our pupils; they
were certainly left with a lot of useful information to help them with their future
subject choices.

JUNIOR
SCIENCE CLUB!
In September, the Science Club started for
another fun filled year!  We welcomed back
familiar faces from last year and some new
members too. We started off with an old
favourite, cornflour and water! 

Everyone in Years 8, 9 or 10 is welcome to
come along to Science Club on Monday
during Junior lunch.

HORIZONS IN
PHYSICS 2011
“APPLYING
PHYSICS” 
The annual Horizons in Physics
programme, organised by the Department
of Physics and Astronomy at Queen’s
University, is entitled “Applying Physics”.
The College booked places for our Year 11
Physics class on Tuesday 14th June 2011.
The programme is designed to show
students practical aspects of the physics
they are learning in class. There were
three talks which included interesting real-
life demonstrations, together with clear
explanations of the science involved. A
great day was had by all!

Week B - Sc3 Week A - Sc7

THALES
VISITS LAGAN
Our thanks go to Mr Alan Taggart
from Thales Air Defence Ltd. who
visited the college in January to talk to
Physics students about the
importance of STEM subjects and his
work as an Engineer for Thales.
Thales is one of the leading
Engineering companies in Northern
Ireland and is only a short distance
from the school.
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After the welcome and safety instructions,
the children started the morning preparing
their ‘fire writing’.  They were asked to
draw a Christmas shape - a Christmas tree
or a snowflake for instance, on filter paper
before drawing over the shape with a
saturated solution of sodium nitrate.  While
this was drying, the children witnessed the
exciting demonstration of the ‘whoosh
bottle’ and demanded to see this several
times!! This was followed by
Chemiluminescence – mixing two clear
chemicals together to produce light. 

Endothermic reaction demonstrations
followed - the children were fascinated at

how mixing two white powders could
freeze water between the beaker and a
block of wood to enable the block of wood
to be lifted. This was a very timely
demonstration, as the first snow fall of the
year had occurred and the temperature
had dropped quite dramatically overnight.
The next session gave the children the
opportunity to make Christmas tree
decorations using the smart material
Polymorph. This is a plastic which
becomes malleable at about 65˚C so was
very safe for the children to handle and
mould into a candy cane shape which
were then decorated with coloured ribbon
to give the striped effect. The idea of
candy cane sweets then led onto the
concept of cooking Chemistry. The children
quickly grasped the idea that Chemistry is
all around us at home, especially in the
kitchen.  We were able to demonstrate
how easy it is to make popcorn (and how
it was threaded together to make
Christmas decorations!) and at the same
time promote a healthy snack.

By this stage the fire writing had
thoroughly dried.  After again reinforcing
safety, the children burnt their shapes and
were absolutely amazed at the result! We
showed two further exothermic reactions –
Methane Bubbles and Howling Jelly Baby.
Both reactions are visually stimulating and
had the children begging for more
demonstrations.  To finally finish, we
discussed Chemistry for Fun, how
chemistry has been used to make all sorts
of toys, blew up modelling balloons and
Miss Wells made balloon reindeers for the
children to take home although Miss
Wightman, Mr Mathison, Mr Carleton and
Mr McCann thought they looked more like
dogs!! No imagination!!
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The schools were:
•Forge Integrated 
Primary School

•St. Bernard’s 
Primary School

•Cairnshill 
Primary School.

PROMOTING CHEMISTRY

The Chemistry Department was granted funding
from Eli-Lilly and the Royal Society of Chemistry to
run a ‘Promoting Chemistry’ event. On Tuesday 30th
November, Wednesday 1st December and Thursday
2nd December, we invited three local primary
schools to participate in Christmas Chemistry.
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NATIONAL
TRUST TALK
TO YEAR 11
AND  YEAR 12
STUDENTS
On Monday 24th January, 2011, some Year 11
and Year 12 Science students had the
opportunity to find out about the work that the
National Trust do around Belfast at
Minnowburn and Blacks Mountain.

The students also found out what qualifications
would be needed if they were to consider a
career within the environmental sector – this
included degree courses in Conservation or
Environmental Sciences, courses at
Greenmount College in Antrim and Access
courses in Careership for people with GCSEs.

Ms Fullerton

Crane Visit
To follow up on his STEM placement, Mr.
Mathison organised a visit for a group of
Year 12 Physics students to a local
engineering company, Crane Stockham
Valve Ltd. The business in Belfast is part of
a much larger engineering company,
Crane Energy, which have interests all over
the world. The business specialises in
manufacturing valve products for a
number of industries including oil and gas.

The students were given a brief overview of
the company and its products before they
were taken on a guided tour of the shop
floor to see how the products are made.
The tour allowed the students to get a real
feel for the process by which a rough sand
casting is transformed into a finished valve.  

Many thanks to Eileen Montgomery and
the team at Crane for taking time out of
their busy schedules to give our students a
real insight into their work. Also thanks to
Mr. Mathison for making the
arrangements for the students’ visit.

DR STEPHEN
MYERS AND
CERN
Well done to the Yr 13 Physics
students who attended the lecture
given by Dr Stephen Myers during
their study leave. Dr Myers works at
CERN and is Director of Accelerators
and Technology responsible for the
operation and exploitation of the
whole accelerator complex with
particular emphasis on the Large
Hadron Collider.

Dr Myers is originally from Belfast,
went to school at St Malachy’s
College on the Antrim Road and
studied at Queen’s University before
moving to CERN in 1972. He gave
a fascinating talk and encouraged
all the students present to pursue
careers in the sciences. Thank you
to Miss Duffy of Our Lady and St
Patrick’s College Knock for inviting
us to this fantastic event.
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YEAR 9 PLANT HEDGES
AT MINNOWBURN
NATIONAL TRUST 

YEAR 11 SCIENCE STUDENTS VISIT
GIANT’S CAUSEWAY AND DUNLUCE CASTLE
A visiting Researcher in
Residence has been working
with the Yr 11 Core and
Additional Science students,
introducing them to the study of
Geology and Archaeology.
Rebecca Enlander is currently
working toward her PhD and told
the students about her career
path and the exciting digs she
had been on both in Ireland and
across Europe.

We visited Giant’s Causeway to
examine the amazing 65 million
year old rock formations and
then went on to Dunluce Castle.
A new archaeological dig had
just started a few days
previously and Rebecca was
able to get permission for our
students to help for a short time.
We found pieces of pottery and
pieces of bone in the short time
we were there.

On Thursday 3rd February, Year 9NA spent a day at
Minnowburn National Trust helping to plant a mixed
hedge,using different plant species, which will grow
and stay for many years.  The men from the National
Trust that worked with us were very kind and helpful
and taught us a lot about the different plants and how
to take care of them.

After lunch, we went on a walk around a field that
brought us to the Giant’s Ring.  It was a great
experience to see something so big , and that has
been there for thousands of years. The men told us
some history behind it and how the local people who
lived there used to think that giants were buried there.
Overall, we had a great day out and experienced new
things. 

Thank you to Mrs Fullerton and Mr Carleton, and the
men who worked with us. We had a lot of fun! 

Lauren Burton (9SM) 
and Courtney Bell (9DWD)
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YEAR 11
INVESTIGATE HEAT
ENERGY TRANSFER
During a lesson looking at how we reduce the

movement of heat energy, Year11 investigated methods

used to keep warm or cool in extreme conditions. Mr

Carleton, Technician, is shown modelling the latest in

Egyptian Galabya, a traditional outfit that allows

people to stay cool in the intense heat of the desert.

The white colour of the cloth reduces heat energy

transfer as it reflects radiated heat from the sun and

the loose fitting robes encourage heat loss through

convection. 

To look at methods to keep warm in cool conditions,

the class investigated equipment worn by Technical

Divers when working in cold water or at extreme

depth. John Gunning is shown wearing a thermal

undersuit that divers wear under a dry suit. This is

made from a material that traps air, which is a very

effective insulator. Sean Hughes is wearing a drysuit

that keeps the diver warm for long periods, preventing

ingress of water and heat loss through conduction and

convection.

YR 11 CORE AND ADDITIONAL STUDENTS 
VISIT MARBLE ARCH CAVES
As part of out programme with Rebecca Enlander (Researcher In Residence), we enjoyed another day outside the classroom – this time to
Marble Arch Caves and Global Geopark. We had a fascinating trip into the spectacular world of caves, in a safe and environmentally
sustainable setting. Unfortunately, due to the heavy rains, the subterranean Cladagh river was very high so we were not able to take the
underground boat trip.  It was amazing to see the different types of stalagmites and stalactites – even at 10cm long they are 1000 years old!
We then had time to explore the grounds of Florencecourt – Mr McCann and Mr Carleton particularly enjoyed the beauty of the walled garden.
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SENTINUS
YOUNG
INNOVATORS
COMPETITION
Following the success of the STEM
club at the Design for Sport, a
small number of Year 9 girls
participated in the SENTINUS
Young Innovators competition on
the 7th June.  Over 150 entrants
from throughout Ireland
represented their school or college
and the standard of competition
was very high.

The girls from Lagan fought off this
stiff competition and won the best
presentation from a STEM club.
They were commended for their
engineering and construction
knowledge. 

Well done, girls!

• Lauren Floyd, Orlagh Curtis,
Melissa Francey.

50VOICES

Our form class 8JMS and 8GRM were offered a chance to
go to the Ulster Museum for a STEM program. When we
got to the museum, we were split into groups. The first
activity for our group was to go to a lecture on the
industrial revolution.

There were some interesting facts, some of which we
already knew. The topic that I found the most interesting
was John Harrison. He was a very talented person. John
Harrison invented the first clock that could be read on a
boat, the pocket watch.

The second activity was making small flying helicopters.
We made these with plastic propellers and balsa wood
which is very lightweight and can be cut easily. To make
them fly, we twisted the propellers and then let them go. In
the final activity, we got to be archaeologists and try to find
fossils and identify them. We really enjoyed the day.

Eva Hinds and Sidonie Mussen

(MEANING SCIENCE
TECHNOLOGY
ENGINEERING MATHS)
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YEAR 11 TRIP TO
FG WILSON
On Tuesday 7th June 2011, 14 Year 11 students attended
a Simulated Work Environment Day at FG Wilson in
Larne. After an introduction to the importance of Health
and Safety in a working environment, they worked in
teams as part of a production line manufacturing cars.
The aim of the activity was to see how they could
improve the efficiency of the production line, and after
team discussions, they tested their ideas to see if the
production line improved. Thankfully, the ideas worked
and our production output doubled!

This was an enjoyable trip which gave the students an
insight into what it would be like to work in a factory.

Miss Murphy and Ms Fullerton
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28 pupils from Years 9 and 10 took up the
‘Design for Sport’ challenge. Each of the
seven groups developed creative ideas
for a sports stadium for Northern Ireland.
The internal competition was judged by
an engineer from Grahams, Mr Elliot, Mr
Privilege, Mr Strain and Miss Murphy.

The winning group represented Lagan
College at the final in Queens. The
organisers commented that the Northern
Ireland final was the highest standard
from the UK and commended all the
pupils for their ideas, hard work and
effort. The Lagan College entry, which
was inspired by the Giant’s Causeway,
won in the most innovative category.

Congratulations to Jai Booth, Orlagh
Curtis, Lauren Floyd and Melissa Francey.

‘DESIGN FOR
SPORT’
CHALLENGE
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LAGAN’S
LEGENDARY CÉILÍ 

This year’s Céilí took place on Thursday 10th of
March in the main hall. Accompanying the
dances were John and Patsy of the John
McGurran Céilí Band. The Trim the Velvet
School of Irish Dancing came along and gave
some very competent displays of team
dancing.

As well as that, Nicola Maloney, (Year 11), Rosie
Killick and Aimée Nelson (Year 10) entertained
us with solo and duo displays of their own. A
specially invited guest Mr Stevie Porter (uncle
of one of our Year 10 students!) provided us
with a stirring display of piping on the Uillean
pipes. Accompanied by Miss Hoy on piano, a
Year 8 student, Chantelle McAteer, sang a
lovely little thank-you song in Irish and from
the other end of the school, Upper 6th student,
Julia Brown, a winner in last year’s ‘Lagan’s
Got Talent’ show, also learnt a song in Irish
and performed it on the night! It was a
translation of an English language pop song
‘Perfect’ into Irish – her rendition certainly lived
up to that name! Another brilliant rendition
was of a recitation – ‘The Cremation of Sam
Magee’ – a thrilling tale of ghosts and gold
from the gold rush days of long ago, perfectly
recited by Mr McAleenan, our temporary Irish
teacher. You could have heard a pin drop as
he wove his wondrous yarn!

The Lagan College traditional group  included
Rosie Killick 10MLY on fiddle, Paddy McKeown
10WHT on guitar, Michael McManus 11FLN on
bodhrán, and the superb MacMahon twins -
Deirdre 9POL and Conor 9NB - on tin whistles,
who kept the evening swinging with a superb

selection of jigs and reels! Everybody agreed
that it was the best turn out of students,
parents and staff ever for what is turning out
to be the integrated event of the year!

Mr Lenaghan

LANGUAGES
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European Day of Languages
was once again celebrated in
style in Lagan College. We
hosted a “VERY SPECIAL GUEST”
– Anne Robinson aka Mr Gerry
Lenaghan who put students
and staff through their paces
with a European- themed
Weakest Link event.

As usual, the teachers (Miss
Wells, Mr McNally, Mr
Mulholland, Mr Killen and Miss
M Bell) cheated their way to
success, although our plucky
student contesters answered
all their questions correctly
(Ross Hanna, Louise Rattray,
Esther Moore and  Lucas
MacPherson). 

We had a record audience
and made over £50 for the
chaplaincy fund so thanks to
everyone who took part or
helped to organise this fun
event – especially Mr
Lenaghan. The students
definitely need to be more
devious next year!

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 
25TH SEPTEMBER 2010 “THE WEAKEST LINK”

‘TAPAS
POR LA
TARDE’
Yummy food and culture was
packed tightly into Mr
Lenaghan’s room as 9MRG
had their ‘tapas’ day on
Monday 11th of April. Our
appetites were tested as we
ate pulpo, calamares, tortilla
española, queso manchego,
jamón serrano, aceitunas
and much more!

Some people took the easy
option and ate ‘pan’ (bread)
whilst others liked the
adventurous foods like
‘pulpo’ (octopus). Over all
9MRG got a great learning
experience and a second
lunch – we all send our
gratitude to Mr Lenaghan
and other staff who helped
prepare the splendid ‘tapas’
day!

Naomi Williamson 9MRG
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OPPORTUNITY
EUROPE AT
ST GEORGE’S MARKET

It’s not every day you can say you got the chance to make a film, dance with
Dragons, learn Lithuanian and act in Spanish but that’s just what 42 students
from Years 10, 12 and 13 did when they joined at the Opportunity Europe
Languages Fair in St George’s Market on the 19th October. Our fabulous Quiz
team came 2nd and the highlight of the day was getting Pete Snodden’s
autograph (“who’s that” said Mr Lenaghan!) The students tried all their
activities  with great enthusiasm and came away with lots of ideas, new
skills and, best of all, free stuff! My lasting memory will be of all the Year 12s
salsa dancing like mad! A great day out!

Miss A Bell

•  Esther Moore and Louise Rattray.

• Home with all the free goodies.

• Flamenco
singers.

• Chinese
Dragon

dancers.

• Quiz team with Pete Snodden.
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On the 8th February, a challenge was set. Year
10 Maths students working in groups had to
make a structure out of 40 pieces of Spaghetti
and 16 Marshmallows. This had to support a
weight for 60 seconds. Some impressive
structures were made!

Civil engineering is all about creating,
improving and protecting the world in which
we live. As a civil engineer, you will work to
build and design roads, airports, railways,
conserve energy, create water supplies to
those that live in drought, and protect the
world from natural disasters like floods.

Our thanks to Emer and Sheelagh from
Graham’s, the builder of the new school for
providing us with a very worthwhile
opportunity. Look at www.ice.org.uk, the
website for ICE (Institute of Chartered
Engineers). Watch what civil engineers do. Type
“The little DVD of Civilisation” into You Tube.

GRAHAM’S SPAGHETTI AND
MARSHMALLOW CHALLENGE

SOME QUOTES

“It informed me about the career
paths that I could take, if I choose
Maths. She gave us a very
detailed and fun talk on Civil
Engineering. I learnt a lot and had
fun. … I really enjoyed it”

Jonathan

“I enjoyed learning about Civil
Engineering as I didn’t know how
important this is in our lives. It was
fun. We had to make a tower out
of pasta and marshmallows”

Mairead

“I enjoyed the talk/activity. It gave
me a better understanding of
what a civil engineer does”

Katie
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For two mild April nights, Lagan was
transported back in time with this year’s school
production: “An Evening of Enchantment”. The
play was loosely based on the classical
Shakespearean Romance: ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’ and with Mrs Donnelly’s quirky
vision, a spectacular drama grew before our
eyes! Before we knew it, we were cast and
signed up to six weeks of intense rehearsals. 

The plot of ‘A Mid Summer Night’s Dream’ is
well known to many. The story takes place in
Athens where Thesesus, Duke of Athens,
(Andrew Johnston), is about to marry
Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons, (Hannah
McKechnie). An intricate love ‘square’ ensues
between Lysander, (Daniel Steele), a rash and
impetuous youth who is determined to marry
Hermia (played by Orlagh Thompson), a
stubborn and headstrong character who is
determined to marry Lysander despite her
father, Egeus’, (Tim Hamley) wishes! Demetrius
(Daniel Stewart) is a haughty man who is
determined to marry Hermia but is being
pursued by Helena (Julia Brown), a neurotic
woman who is in love with Demetrius.
Confused, anyone?!

The play depicts their trials and tribulations in
relationships, which are mostly conceived by
the sprightly Robin Goodfellow (Stephen Hare).
Robin has been instructed to create mischief
by Oberon, King of the Faeries, (Conor
Gormally) as revenge for his custody issues
with Titania, Queen of the Faeries, (Felicity
Goddard). However, ‘An Evening of
Enchantment’ has a certain twist; the play is

being studied by four students, Jade (Jade
Walker), Rosie (Rosie Killick), Kirstie (Kirstie
Morrow) and Caitlin (Caitlin Kearns) the night
before a test. Throughout the play, they
comment and explain to each other what is
going on in the play, which was useful for the
younger members of the audience (and some
of the cast)!

Despite the fact that we started rehearsals with
only six weeks until the performance, everyone
had learnt their lines, entrances and
movements by the time of the first
performance in front of the primary schools.
This is the second year running in which Mrs
Donnelly (affectionately known as Mrs D) and
Ms M Bell had every single chorus member on
the stage at different times throughout the
performance. For the climax of Act One, the
cast and the choir sang their hearts out to
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ accompanied by a
superb band: Mrs Killick on Keyboard and
strings, Mr Strain on Guitar, Mr Fusco on drums
and Anna Scott on violin. Timing was crucial as
the choir had to sing to a video clip. A lot of
rehearsal time was devoted to this and
although it was the cause of a lot of nervous
twitching from Mrs D and Ms Bell, it had a
great end result, with the audience joining in
on several occasions! A massive thank you
must also go
out to the
Assistant Stage
Managers,
Emily
Dunwoody and
Ryan Hollinger,

who kept everyone quiet back stage and
ensured that everyone was where they should
have been with the appropriate costume,
props and mics.

This was not the only opportunity for showing
off talents, as the play incorporated several
outstanding solos such as: Orlagh Thompson
and Julia Brown performing the outstanding
duet to ‘Chain Reaction.’ In addition, Julia
Brown’s amazing performance of the well
known Adele song: ‘Someone Like You’ and
Conor Gormally’s heartfelt solo: ‘An Unusual
Love’ were memorable and emotional
moments. There were also several intricate
dance routines, choreographed by Felicity
Goddard, and performed by Hippolyta’s
guards and Titania’s faeries. The ballet
movement of the faeries to the choir’s ‘When
You Believe’ was beautifully graceful. My
favourite song/dance by far was the finale
when Mr Boom (Charles Jackman) rapped to

his own version of Will
Smith’s: ‘Boom Shake
Shake Shake the Room’
and the entire cast,
chorus and audience
joined in with extreme
gusto!

Of course there were
several other elements
that added to the overall
effect and atmosphere of
the play. The funniest, by
far, were the scenes that

AN EVENING OF
ENCHANTMENT
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included the actors: Bottom (Gavin Peden),
Quince (Michael Morrow), Flute (Josh Gill), Snout
(Gareth Bartlett) and Starveling (Nicholas
Jamison) who, despite the best efforts of
Philostrate (Lenin McClure), the servant of
Theseus, went on to provide a very entertaining
rendition of ‘Pyramus and Thisbe’ in Ballymena
accents! Michael Morrow’s convincing lion roar,
Gareth Bartlett’s ‘witty partition’, Josh Gill’s
portrayal of a grieving woman and Nicholas
Jamieson’s illuminating effects were just a few
examples of the vast humour provided. Not to
mention Gavin Peden’s portrayal of an ass that
Felicity Goddard fell in love with! This gave
many of the cast and the audience a really
good laugh. 

There was also an extensive use of video
recording and green screening, where we see
Gavin Peden being chased by Felicity Goddard
and her fairy cohort during ‘Bohemian
Rhapsody’ and a Special Guest Appearance by
Jonny Li as ‘Jok Wan.’ All this was only made
possible by the talents of the Technical Director,
Mr Elliot, and his trusty assistant, Ryan Hollinger.
Another very special feature of this year’s play
was the circus performers, led by Paul Maguire
Wilson, who kept everyone entertained before
the show and during the interval. 

If you were lucky enough to see the show, you
definitely would have seen the impressive
array of Athenian style costumes throughout
the entire cast with the guards having their
very own spears, courtesy of Mrs Cooke. There
was also the impressive ‘species’ change with
Gavin Peden donning a donkey’s head, again
cleverly crafted by the very gifted and ever
resourceful Mrs Cooke. 

Whilst there were some outstanding costumes,
the show would have been incomplete without
the dynamic lighting and sound effects from
Mr Elliot and the sound and lighting crew:
Ruairi McGlynn, Peter Gunning, Padraig
O’Grady and Amber Zoe Cheesman who all
put in 100% effort for learning their cues. The
stage was also brought to life with the
spectacular visual extravaganza of backdrops
and side flats designed and painted by Mr
Burch, Mrs Cooke, Mrs Hill, Miss Murphy, Mr
Berry, Mr McKee, Miss Rogan, Mrs Niblock, Mr
Privilege and Ms McConville. They also
designed a removable backdrop which was
used to change scenes from a woodland
scene to the ‘court scene.’ This scenic change
was a moment of heightened stress for Ms M
Bell and Emily Dunwoody, who had to rip it off
at either side, (whilst the curtains were open)
meet in the middle and find space back stage

to hide it, only for Mr Burch or Mrs Hill to staple
it back up between performances! 
Finally, of course, a huge thank you must go to
Mrs Donnelly and Ms M Bell who once again
put the whole show in motion. Their dedication
and enthusiasm throughout the process made
the show the success that it was. Ms Bell’s
creative direction and very loud laughter,
coupled with Mrs Donnelly’s ability to do a
thousand demanding jobs at once, made the
process fun and delivered a fantastic end result.

In conclusion, playing the role of Egeus was
thoroughly enjoyable and I loved every minute
of it! I certainly belted out my ‘defining line’:
“Full of vexation come I, with complaint!” Being
involved in the annual productions has been
one of the highlights of my time at Lagan. They
have enabled me to make new friends, build
my confidence as a performer and “give
something back” to the College. It has been a
rollercoaster of emotions during my last Lagan
show, as it is not only my last show but it was
also marked the end of my time at Lagan
College. I would really encourage anyone who

has considered taking part in a school show to
go for it; you will have a fabulous time! 

Tim Hamley
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On Monday 21st March 2011,
the senior and junior Eco
Committee met for the whole
day in the Library to take part in
the Climate Week Challenge.
This involved groups of between
4-6 pupils working on a
presentation of their best ideas
for an Eco activity that would
make or save money. A range
of ideas were explored in the
teams from growing your own
food to setting up an Eco-
Festival! 

On this day, the whole school
worked again with the WWF
Earth Hour on the theme of
‘wear something bright and turn
out the light.’ All lights, where
possible, were switched off on
the campus between 10-11am,
with the Eco team doing a tour
of the campus to check all lights
were out.

Thanks to everyone who
supported these events and
made them such a success.

J Patton

CLIMATE WEEK AND WWF EARTH HOUR

Over the last 8 year’s Lagan College has recycled over 50 tonnes of paper and cardboard.

THIS HAS SAVED:-
850 trees
19,000 gallons of oil
150 cubic yards of landfill

200,000 kilowatts of energy
350,000 gallons of water
3,000 pounds of air pollution

• Members of the Junior ECO Committee.

The new term has certainly been a
busy one for the Lagan College
Eco-Committee. As finalists in the
Impact 2010 Eco Awards, Mr.
Patton and four representatives
from the senior Eco Committee
were invited to a day celebrating
Eco Work across the province at
the Waterfront Hall. This was the
Eco equivalent of the Oscars and
everyone had a great day out. 

Lagan Collge also had a stand at
the pioneering Eco Show in the
King’s Hall, the first event of its kind
in Europe! Miss Atkinson, with Ms
Celia Spouncer, successfully co-
ordinated the event. The main
theme was set by the College Slow
Food Group, with the stand acting
as a school ‘dream-canteen’ in
which sustainable foods were
cooked and presented, along with
interactive activities encouraging
the re-use of waste packaging.
The event ran all weekend with
staff and students generously
giving up their free time to help
out.

Matthew Grimes, Ryan Hollinger
and Mr. Patton also got to fly the
Green Flag at an Eco School’s

presentation to Queen’s University
PGCE students. They watched an
Eco-film created by Ryan and after
a brief presentation, a question
and answer session was held. The
day was very successful and it
says something for the calibre of
Lagan College pupils when they
are teaching the teachers of the
future!

IMPACT 2010, ECO SHOW AT THE KINGS HALL AND
TEACHING WANNABE TEACHERS!
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‘LOVE FOOD-
HATE
WASTE!’
Alex O’Neill-McCready and Molly
Sneddon of 8PTN represented Lagan
College in the Northern Ireland
Environmental Youth Speak event at
Castlereagh Council’s civic centre. The
theme of the day was ‘Love Food-Hate
Waste’ and the girls each gave a 5 minute
formal speech before a panel of judges,
as well as teachers and pupils from a
range of other schools. Alex and Molly
both gave excellent and well prepared
talks, winning deserved praise from the
judges and warm applause from the
audience. They each received a formal
certificate and a ‘goodies bag’ as a token
of appreciation for their contribution to the
event. Well done girls-you were brilliant!

J Patton

GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP
On Saturday 9th October, the Geography
Department started a new venture - their first
Saturday Field Trip - with the objective of
encouraging enthusiastic pupils and
introducing them to parts of Northern Ireland
that they may not have visited. This first trip
was open to all Year 9 and 10 pupils. We
drove along the spectacular east coast of
County Antrim and stopped at Carnfunnock
Country Park, before heading to Glenariff
Forest Park for a walk along the spectacular
Waterfall Walk, admiring raised beaches, dry

arches, limestone quarries and a U-shaped
valley on the way. We ended the day at the
beach at Cushendun where the conglomerate
rock, laid down 400 million years ago, has
been eroded by the sea into dramatic caves
and cliffs.

Many thanks to the lovely group of students
who made it such an enjoyable day and to the
staff (Mr Lenaghan, Miss Morgan, Mr Hare,
Miss Niblock (baby Ellis and Norman the dog)
and Mrs Smyth) who gave up their Saturday.

Each Year 12 class spent a day in Bangor
completing fieldwork for their GCSE
Controlled Assessment.  Everyone worked
very hard, walking up and down Abbey
Street, Main Street and Queen’s Parade
recording land use, measuring shop
frontages and assessing the quality of the
buildings. Congratulations to all students in
completing the work accurately and
efficiently!

GCSE CONTROLLED
ASSESSMENT

PAGE58-59_Layout 1  09/12/2011  16:09  Page 2



60VOICES

Year 10 had the
opportunity to
see democracy in action in
late March 2011.

Even before we started, pupils were
impressed at the approach to the
buildings up the long driveway to the
spectacular white Portland stone
buildings at the top of the hill. 

The visit began properly as we gathered
in the Great Hall and were met by the
Assembly Education Guide. The whole
feel of the place was quieter than visits
in other years because of the
approaching election in May. The
previous days had seen Ian Paisley’s
last speech as he retired. Other MLAs
were not even allowed to be on the
premises in case they used the facilities
to their advantage in the elections.

Within the Great Hall, we were told,
amongst other things, of a secret
coating on the ceiling that meant that it
had never needed to be repainted and
that the German Kaiser had donated the
main gold chandelier.

Down a set of spiral steps, we were
taken to the Press Conference room on

the media floor. Here, we were treated
to a presentation on the workings of the
Assembly and took part in a mock
election showing how our local votes
decide on more than one politician for
each constituency. A special mention
must go to Dave Beattie for being the
most pleased at winning and for giving
the shortest victory speech ever, “Thanks
everyone!”

Each group then got the chance to sit in
the actual Assembly debating chamber.
Pupils sat down in the seats where our
politicians sit and a few were surprised
to be sitting in the seats of parties they
did not support. Each group got to
debate on a topic about lowering the
voting age for elections to 16. Miss
McCleery’s and Miss McConville’s class
should be commended for a particularly
lively and well argued debate. Our
guide said it was the best debate of any
school she had ever heard! 

Finally, we gathered in the Senate
Chamber that has largely been kept in
its original condition. Here students
could sit on the benches and see the
ornate fittings close up. One pupil said
the room had a “funny atmosphere” and
another asked if it was haunted!

Pupils remarked that it was an
informative trip and some have even
been inspired to want to become future
politicians! Thanks must go to all Year 10
pupils, form tutors and LLW teachers for
taking part and making it such a
worthwhile and interesting visit.

P. Mulholland

Coordinator of Learning 
for Life and Work

YEAR 10 LLW/
CITIZENSHIP
VISIT TO
STORMONT

PAGE60_Layout 1  09/12/2011  16:09  Page 1



VOICES61

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

COLLEGE
LIBRARY
HOSTS BOOK
FAIR
A Book Fair was held in the
College Library for a week in
February and it was very
well attended at break and
lunchtime. The fair was very
successful with many books
being purchased. As a
result, we will be able to
acquire new books for the
library through the
commission earned. Many
thanks to everyone.

P. Durkin, Librarian

‘KING LEAR’
REVIEW
KING LEAR IS UNDOUBTEDLY ONE OF
SHAKESPEARE’S GREATEST TRAGEDIES,
REPLETE WITH CHARACTERS RANGING
FROM THE CONCEITED AND RUTHLESS
TO THE LOYAL AND COMPASSIONATE. 

Derek Jacobi’s performance at the Grand
Opera House, Belfast, was a wonderful
opportunity for us as A Level English Literature
students to experience first-hand the way in
which a play should be shown, not read in the
classroom but performed on stage. Indeed
the production gave us a much greater
understanding and appreciation of the
complex themes, issues and characterisation
within the play. In particular, Lear’s daughters,
Goneril and Regan (played by Gina McKee
and Justine Mitchell respectively), are all too
often portrayed as being the ‘evil’ sisters,
when in actual fact they do endure a portion
of suffering themselves from a father who
‘relinquishes’ power only to behave as if he
still rules the roost.

It goes without question that Jacobi’s title role
as Lear was superb; he took to the persona so
seamlessly, being able both to command
authority at the play’s exposition and then shift
dramatically to become subsumed with
lunacy as the plot unfolds:
“O! let me not be mad, not mad, sweet

heaven; Keep me in temper; I would not be
mad!”

The crucial Act Three, Scene Two in which Lear
is thrown out into the storm was executed
with comparable expertise. Jacobi whispered
eerily to the tempest, rather than the more
common scream, which conveyed a more
palpable sense of unease. Lightning flashed
through white-washed wooden planks that

made up the set creating a realistic
impression of the, “cataracts and
hurricanoes,” that Lear scorns. 

Overall, it was fantastic to experience the
raw emotion, pathos and catharsis of the
tragedy, certainly bringing a 406-year-old
play back to life.

Finn MacMillan, Year 14
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Ms Catherine Charley, a member of our Learning
Support Department and a published author, gave a
talk to Lagan College pupils about her work as a
writer. She has written eight non-fiction books for
children on subjects ranging from South Pole
exploration to tombs and treasure. A lively discussion
followed the presentation and there were lots of
questions, especially from the Junior School.

This was one of the events that the College had
organised to celebrate World Book Day. Catherine’s
publishers include Puffin and Scholastic. You can find
more information at www.catherinecharley.com. We
wish to thank Ms Charley for taking time out of her
busy schedule to talk to our students. 

Thursday 3rd
March was no
ordinary day in
Lagan College –
it was WORLD
BOOK DAY, and
for the second
year running, the
English
Department
celebrated in style
by dressing up as
their favourite
literary characters!

Pupils were
warmly greeted by
Scarlet O’Hara
(Miss M Bell) during
registration. Daisy Buchanan (Mrs Cowie) couldn’t help
bursting into the Charleston at every opportunity! Eragon (Mr
Patton) and Macbeth (Mr Killen) engaged in a duel,

encouraged by Cruella De Vil
(Mrs Beckett). Macbeth was
unaware of the two witches
(Miss Poland and Ms Bowyer)
controlling his fate and toying
with him!

Meanwhile, a sprightly bunny
rabbit was ready to pounce
(Mrs Grant, ‘Watership
Down’).

What a successful
and eventful
World Book
Day – we can’t
wait until next
year!

• Action from
‘Macbeth’.

WORLD
BOOK DAY
2011

• Mrs. Grant
ready to pounce
into action.
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Over the past five years, Lagan College Year
Eight pupils have raised over £17,000 for
Readathon. The money is split between two
charities: CLIC Sargent and The Roald Dahl
Foundation. Roald Dahl loved Readathon,
particularly because it let children read what
they wanted to. Michael Rosen, Children’s
Laureate states: The world’s wisdom is in
books. Get children excited in books and then
they’ll get the world’s wisdom.” 

The money raised in Northern Ireland is only
used in Northern Ireland and is not used for
medical research. Instead, it is used to help
victims and their families cope with horrific
diseases such as: cancer, Hodgkin’s disease,
leukaemia, epilepsy, blood disorders or head
injuries. The two charities will send people into
the family’s home to help with general
household chores or even just to be there to
support the family. It helps mums and dads
with transport to visit hospital, household
costs, wheelchairs, special nurses and social
workers. They also make dreams come true
for children by sending them on holidays and
trips. Our money has enabled sick children to
make happy memories in a very unhappy
and painful time in their lives.

For the sixth year running, Lagan College pupils
eagerly participated in the Readathon challenge!
Year 8 pupils were excused from regular English

lessons, in favour
of reading. The pupils read books and got
sponsored to do it! During the week, many
friends, family members and hapless passers by
were ‘hit’ for sponsorship money. 

Similarly to last year, in order to actively
promote reading in the College, Readathon
and World Book Day were celebrated
together in style! Instead of their boring old
teacher’s clothes, the English Department
decided to dress up as their favourite literary
characters! On Thursday 3rd March, pupils
were warmly greeted by Scarlet O’Hara (Ms M
Bell) during registration. Daisy Buchanan (Mrs
Cowie) couldn’t help bursting into the
Charleston at every opportunity! Eragon (Mr
Patton) and Macbeth (Mr Killen) engaged in a
duel, encouraged by Cruella De Vil (Mrs
Beckett). Macbeth was unaware of the two
witches (Miss Poland and Ms Bowyer)
controlling his fate and toying with him!
Meanwhile, a sprightly bunny rabbit was
ready to pounce (Mrs Grant, ‘Watership
Down’). What a successful and eventful World
Book Day – we can’t wait until next year!

Combining a love of reading with raising
money for charity proved extremely beneficial
this year; the English Department, Readathon
is not just about raising money, it’s about
raising readers!

In a Special Awards Assembly, prizes were
presented to those who raised the most
money. Some individuals made outstanding
contributions: Adam Rice of 8JMS raised an
impressive £102 and Rebekah Ogilby, also of
8JMS, raised an amazing £102.50. Special
mention goes to Conor Martin of 8CD for
raising the highest amount with a staggering
£134. Well done! 8CD were successful in
raising the highest class total with a
whopping £624.30. Mrs Cowie and Mr Killen
were victorious as teachers of the class who
raised the most – Ms Bell tried to deal with her
disappointment maturely! Mrs Brenda
McMillan, Assistant Bursar, was also warmly
thanked by Ms Bell for her hard work and
support and much to her embarrassment was
also presented with a prize!

Claire McAuley, Events Fundraising
Manager for CLIC Sargent kindly agreed to
come and receive the cheque. Claire
displayed a jar of sweets to show how many
tablets one child would have to take during
their treatment – there were nearly 5000. She
explained how traumatic it is for a child to be
diagnosed with cancer and gave an insight
into the work of CLIC Sargent. Claire was
overwhelmed with the magnificent amount
Lagan pupils had raised - £3441.65 and
congratulated us warmly. Over the last six
years, pupils at Lagan College have raised
£20,940.59 for the Readathon appeal – a
fabulous achievement!

Readathon annually contributes to sick and
disabled children and without it there would
be more very miserable children in the world.
In the words of Michael Rosen, Children’s
Laureate, “If you read, the world is yours!” All
pupils who took part in the Readathon should
be very proud of themselves – you have
created an immense challenge for next year!

Ms M Bell

READATHON &
WORLD BOOK
DAY: 2011
READATHON IS A CHARITY THAT RUNS THE UK’S BIGGEST
SPONSORED READING CAMPAIGN. IT PROVIDES A
STIMULATING FOCUS FOR RECREATIONAL READING AND
RAISES MONEY FOR SERIOUSLY ILL CHILDREN. SINCE THE
LAUNCH OF READATHON’S FIRST CAMPAIGN IN 1984,
READATHON HAS RAISED MORE THAN £22,000,000. AS
THE NATIONAL LITERARY TRUST STATES: “READING FOR
PLEASURE HAS BEEN REVEALED AS THE MOST
IMPORTANT INDICATOR OF THE FUTURE SUCCESS OF A
CHILD.” 
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Writers’
CORNER

SUMMER

Summer glided
Through the clear blue sky.
Brightening everything with his light
The earth shone.

Summer swooshed
Layering the cold, icy, winter.
Transforming everything December
And every snow drop.

Summer tiptoed
Through the frosty
winter
Gradually fading away
Summer has ended.

By Beth Mulholland 8WTN

9POL HAIKUS

YEAR 9
HAIKUS

They were calling us
The smell was great and juicy
Sweets! I eat you now!

First you get the cone
Then you get the ice-cream, yum!
Then you get the scoop!

By Anna Anderson, Phoebe McMillan
and Brooke Andrews 

Birds perch in the trees
Sunshine in the blue sky
Sun cream in the bottle!

By James Mallaghan, Christopher Boyle,
Joshua Hagans and Dean Madden

Music is like love
You get lost in the rhythm
Following the beat.

By Emma Carville, Kathryn Phillips and
Jai Booth

Basketball is fun
Lay-ups are enjoyable
Matthew can slam-dunk!

By Aaron McKechnie, Aaron Clawson,
Matthew Zanker-Ovalle and Matthew
McCooey

Sizzling hot sun
Water fights and holidays
Eight weeks off school, great!

By Cara McColgan

Summer is immense
Beach and parties late at night
Going til sunrise!

By Rachel Hindes and Emily Smyth

I see a bubble
Floating softly in the air
Higher, higher, POP!

By Jordan Doree, Megan Hanna and
Ruby Heathwood

Ostriches can’t fly
Ostriches bury heads in the sand
Therefore they are cool!

By Lewis Williamson, Matthew Beggs
and Ossian O’Callaghan

We had good fun times
With our favourite teacher
Thank you, Miss Poland!

By Curtis Wade and Timothy Mo

No school, we are out
Everybody scream and shout

Sunburn, ow, ow, ow!

By Zack Murphy 9NB

Sun, sun everywhere
Staring at me here and there

Ah, I am melting

By Conor McMahon 9NB

Summer’s Day, oh yay
Walking outside for some fun

Yay, fun, fun, fun!

By Steven Archer 9NB

Days are hot and long
No school or homework at all,

Put your suncream on

By Seema Khan 9NB

Suncream on your skin
Wasps, wasps everywhere

Ouch, Summer is yucky

By Dan McParland 9NB

Longer days, fun times
Ice-cream, beach, flowers, milkshakes

All about summer

By Natasha Crothers 9SM

Running to the sea
With my body board in hand

Splashing in the waves

By Hannah Cooke 9SM

Walking down the street
The stillness, quit e comforting

Alone in heaven

By James Campton 9SM

Behind me you are 
A fallen star, a beauty

An angel; perfect.

By James Campton 9SM

Writers’
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Hillmount

FREE 
Tea or Coffee

on presentation of this voucher
Valid until 24th December 2012

(Photocopies not accepted)

56/58 Hillmount, Upper Braniel Road,
Gilnahirk, Belfast, BT5 7TX

Tel: 028 9044 8213
www.hillmount.co.uk

Gardeners Rest 
Extension 
now open 

are a leading law firm whose delivery of

first class legal services is based upon an

understanding of the demands of the modern

world and have recognition of the qualities of

knowledge, experience, problem solving and

value for money required by clients.

When Elliott Duffy Garrett was established in 1973,

our founding Partners, who came from very

different social and political backgrounds, wanted

to create a firm that reflected the very best in

legal skills irrespective of religion or politics.  It is

a tribute to their vision that the firm continues to

uphold that tradition.  Over 30 years later, we are

justly pleased, not only of our many legal

achievements, but also of our independence and

diversity.

We

For further information contact:

Michael Wilson 

Elliott Duffy Garrett 

Royston House 

34 Upper Queen Street 

Belfast BT1 6FD

Tel (028) 9024 5034

Fax (028) 9024 1337

michael.wilson@edglegal.com

www.edglegal.com

ELLIOTT DUFFY
GARRETT

Commercial Lawyers

GED
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Collages based on the work of Austrian artist
Friedenrich Hundertwasser

YEAR 8
PAINTINGS
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Paintings in the style of Picasso
YEAR 9

PAINTINGS
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• Kathryn Dugan

• Chloe Latimer

• Catriona Acheson

• Ben Taggart

• Karl McNaughten

• Eliza Heathwood

GCSE

• Eve Wilson

• Adam Burns
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• Jack Coulter Duffy
Acrylic on metal container

• Simon Elliott, Acrylic on fabric

• Rebecca Hollywood, Mixed
media on wooden stool

• Daisy Allen, Acrylic and
photographs on paper

• Orlagh Thompson, Mixed media on
wooden panel

• Christine Clarke, Print on paper

• Conor Gormally, Mixed media on card

YEAR 13
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• Sophie Knox, Handpainted porcelain

• Alice Blackstock, Watercolour, card,
paper & pen

• Anna Crozier, Acrylic & compressed charcoal on fabric

• Darren Beattie, Acrylic on slate • Julia Brown, Acrylic on paper

• Mary Brown, Acrylic on camera film

YEAR 14
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AT THE CULLODEN HOTEL

Genevieve Taylor and Chris Burns

Alex Gilroy, Julia
Brown, Mikalia
Hepburn, Mary
Brown, Anna Lioe
and Kaya Carville.

Natalie Archer
and partner,
Maeve Nehercott
and Conor
Hammond

Janice Russell 
(Head of 6th Form) 
and Principal 
Amanda McNamee

Chris Shanks
and Holly
Brown

SCHOOL 
FORMAL

Rachel Laverty and
Catherine Keane
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Lewis Cantwell,
Sarah-Jayne Beale,
Cathy McWatters and
Drydan Wilson

AromaHygiene
Units 1-4, Rosneath Gardens, Dundonald BT16 1UN

TEl: (028) 9048 1663. Fax: (028) 9048 6505

www.aromahygiene.co.uk   Email: info@aromahygiene.co.uk

15 Frances Street, Newtownards BT23 7DW
Tel 028 9181 3811

LCB PE Uniform & Tracksuit Suppliers.
Customer Loyalty Scheme Available.
Order online @ www.in-sport.co.uk

Gareth Schaefer, Genevieve
Taylor with Bronagh and Jim
Farrimond

Catherine
Keane and
Andrew
McKinley

Anna Carr and Chris McKinley
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SPRING

Spring walks
through winter woods
melts the snow
flowers come out of hiding
winter didn’t stand a chance.

Spring flies
over the frozen lake 
ice melts 
the fish dance
with joy
winter will be soon
be gone.

Matthew Breen 8I[8WTN]

IF...

If my mum were a type of weather,
she would be thunder!
You can hear her stomp down stairs,
like the thunders thud!
Her eyes light up as she STRIKES you,
like lightning!

Her roar is as loud and as heavy like the
thunders roar!
But…
I’m glad she’s my mum because to me she’s a
ray of sunshine!

By Chantelle McAteer 8WTN

MY DAD

If my Dad were a car he would be a 
RELIANT ROBIN
Because he is old , 
unreliable, rusty , falls at every corner, 
creaky, finds it hard to get going, 
sometimes he breaks down.!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Jack Lang 8WTN

SUMMER

Summer flew in and I had so much fun summer
raced to have the best sun.
If you look up you will see the beautiful sun and
the light shone on the sea.

Joel Rea 8WTN

MY DAD

If my dad was a vegetable he would be Broccoli,
Bright, most people don’t like him but I love him,
He is an old favourite; he is amongst people all
the time 
Brightening the world with his life 

SUMMER POEM

Summer danced
Across the cool Pacific ocean,
It tiptoed through the clear blue sky,
Birds sang beautifully through the cheerful
children 

Summer walked 
Along the smooth beach,
It jumped past the seagulls flying through the
present wind,
The sun shone against the openly green land
and the lively blue sea.

By Andrew Breadon 8WTN

Shlishy Slush Puppy
Cold in a big frosty glass
Keeps you cool all day

Matthew Rice and Shea McRea,  8MRG

POISON HEART

Gentle and warm like a summer’s breeze,
Eyes as calm as the sea.
One soft smile puts me at ease,
And to my heart, you hold the key.
Your harsh words cause so much pain,
Your eyes full of hate.
My World is drowned in acid rain,
Why do you let others dictate?
Heart full of poisonous venom,
Like a vengeful snake.
Your voice hard like denim,
The hurt keeps me awake.
Just because I love you so,
Does not mean I will not go.

Ellen Hayes, 10MAX

IDOL

Idolised by many, I wish I was him
Winning his first major was just the start.
His days were perfect, they never did dim,
Walking up the fairways, faster than a dart,
His smooth swing is the best seen by loads.
The ball never stopped going in the hole.
The audience seemed to fill all the roads.
At last it is finished, and he goes on.
Ready to win and have a lot of fun,
All the time he was there the sun shone,
Here he is the best of us,
Rory McIlroy does not make any fuss.

Stephen Hare, Jack Brady and Jon McClements,
10MAX

DADDY’S LITTLE GIRL

Your face as perfect as an angel’s voice,
For you to be harmed, to be hurt, is my only fear,
The second I held you, I’d made my choice,
To love you, to hold you, to protect you my dear,
Your first steps, your first words, your first day at
school,
Those moments to treasure, ‘til my time runs out,
You’ll always be known as my little jewel,
You’re so perfect and wonderful, no need to
shout,
Times of lust and love and care,
Until that day, I’ll be by your side,
The love I give you, you can share,
With him, your own family, your own life, I’ll
abide,
You make my heart whirl,
But don’t forget, you’ll always be Daddy’s little
girl.

By Aimee Nelson and Clare Livings, 10MAX

LOVE POEM 

Will I compare you to a blooming rose?
For you always wear the nicest clothes.
Your eyes are a lovely shade of brown.
They could light up your entire town.
Your manners are filled with poise and grace.
It looks like angels have carved your face.
You have shimmering luscious long hair.
To this no one in the world can compare.
Whenever I look at you my heart takes flight.
This is because your personality shines bright.
Your best feature is your beautiful smile.
To see it I would travel thousands of miles.
Everything about you I deeply commend.
For I will fight for you to the very end.

Dean Geddis, 10MAX

MY FRIEND’S LOVE

So calm and still, I must look and see
Like a tree resting without wind
So still, like a dead worm, what can the matter
be?
What is going on, I want to read your mind.
If only you could sin g a song
I must know, I just must,
Please tell me what is wrong.
Why won’t you tell me, where is your trust?
Like a cow grazing, so mindlessly 
I can not read you when I look
You stare at me, kindlessly
You would make a very bad book.
I want you to love me, I want you to know,
But when I look at you my eyes only flow.

Jill Lapping, 10MAX

Chocolate is tasty
I love it like such
I would never waste thee
Cause it costs too much

It builds up on calories 
But it is so yummy
But who cares its Cadburys
It tastes better in my tummy

Chocolate is my favourite food
Even though it makes you fat
It enlightens my mood
I am eating it so that is that

I love chocolate it is the best
Galaxy is better than the rest. 

Sarah Jackson, Kiera Donnelly, Laura Patterson,
10MAX

HARIBO

Shall I compare you to an
original Pringle?
Or maybe just a
chocolate bar?
No, it is you that
makes my tongue
tingle,
They are not so exciting and sour.
Without you my stomach growls,
Your artificial colours, E-Numbers and more,
When we’re apart my heart howls,
Although they’re bad for me, they make my heart
soar.
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When I see you it’s simply breath taking,
Some under estimate my love for you,
How I can’t help myself from shaking,
Truly when you’re gone I could cry on cue.
To your creator we love you so,
For bringing us our delicious Haribo.

By Emma McCartney and
Lauren Lewis, 10MAX

SONNET TO HOT CHOCOLATE

This drink is cool,
It’s nice and warm,
Drink it or you’re a fool,
It’s the social norm,
It tastes so good,
It’s so surprising,
Just the way it should,
It’s so appetising,
It’ll always be there,
It’ll keep away the cold,
Something to share,
Even when you’re old,
More powerful than a king,
Hot chocolate is the thing.

By Yves Mathieu and Kristian McConnell, 10MAX

SONNET TO YOU

You light up my life more each day,
Brighter than the sun you so shine,
I live for the words from your mouth you do say, 
I yearn for the day I make you mine, 
With cheeks so gentle a rock would skim, 
And a soul so pure, angels can breathe, 
With eyes as clear, I could walk in, 
You’re all I need and want to achieve,
But my love for you, you chose to be blind, 
You’re with another, yet what can I do?
My hope is one day my soul you’ll find, 
I’ll be there, just look, I’ll be looking for you,
But when leaves do fall and trees do die, 
You’ll eternally be the perfectness in my eye.

By Ellen Magee & Dave Beattie, 10MAX

SUMMER POEM

Sun sun is too fun!
The heat that burns on your shiny scalp. Feeling
the beat of the sun!
The smell of meat burning, sizzling and burning
from a BBQ makes me drool that’s why summer
is the best and rules!
Summer runs and springs around the world with
a fast pace trying to race and swish passed
winter!
As the day is dying we clear up from lying from
head to head with the sigh of the amazement of
summer.
As we all scream out with our throats bumping
up and down we say summer is a bummer
when it has to end!
As the sunset rises we all sing with joy. But when
it goes we have to cry!
The End!

SUMMER

Summer tip-toed in through my classroom
window.
Summer talked gracefully to me all day long.
Summer smiled at me with a lovely gaze.

Summer shone into my eyes.
Summer swam across the sky, avoiding all
clouds.
Summer jumped by from June to August.

SPRING

Spring jumped gently into my arms.
Spring danced elegantly along the land.
Spring raised the flowers out of the grass.

Spring swooshed through with the days of sun.
Spring swam across the world’s surface with a
smile.
Spring ran and went back into hiding after June.

AUTUMN

Autumn sneaked into our forests in early
October.
Autumn crushed the Summer with its heavy
steps.
Autumn ran round the streets of the world.

Autumn flew round with the clouds.
Autumn swished the trees.
Autumn whistled right through the branches of
trees.

By Nina Cleland, Year 8 

SUMMER       

Summer glided
Through the clear blue sky
Brightening everything with his light
The earth shone

Summer shone
All around
Through the trees
Beneath the earth

Summer’s here
Sun is out
Shining everywhere
And all about

By Casey Patterson 8WTN

MY DAD!

I stare out my window day and night until it
reaches sunlight.
As I dream I think my dad is going to look like a
super hero But if he turns out like Homer
Simpson I wouldn’t care.
And I wait I feel my skin starts to crumble and my
skin would crumble from the length of time I’m
waiting! That’s why I love him!
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In October last year, twelve pupils
from Year 11 got on a bus from Lagan
College and travelled to Enniskillen
for the first of four trips to Roscor
Youth Village where we took part in a
cross border/cross community
programme, to receive Enterprise
Training and take part in many
exciting outdoor activities.

The ideology of this programme is to get pupils
from both sides of the border to work together
and become entrepreneurs for the day.  We
produced handmade crafts and then sold
them in a shopping centre in Letterkenny.
Along with us were: St Joseph’s School,
Coalisland and St Catherine’s School, Killybegs.
But it wasn’t all hard work! From canoeing out
to an island and setting up a camp for the
night, to sledging in the snow - the fun never
stopped!

There was a lot of teamwork involved
throughout many of the activities; when we
arrived at the camp for the first time, we never
imagined that we’d ever have to depend on
and trust these people who we’d just met
much as we did. Although it was a bit
awkward at first, it wasn’t long before we were
chatting away and getting to know one
another.

Our first outdoor activity was ‘The Night Line’
where we were blind folded and had to guide
each other throughout a course, walking
through a muddy river and trying to prevent
falling down any ditches.  The excitement of it
all was clear to see. As we went back to our
rooms to clean ourselves up afterwards, we
didn’t realise that we wouldn’t be staying clean
for very long because the next day we were
sent off to Lough Erne for water sports. When
we got there, we were kitted out with wetsuits
and lifejackets; we didn’t expect to see a huge
trampoline floating about in the water!  Then

THE

PROGRAMME
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that night we were made to hike up a
mountain which took a lot out of everyone,
including the ever fit Mr Killen, who was raging
when Miss Bell waved at him from the
minibus!

When we got back to the dorms the last thing
we wanted to do was pack our bags, as we
didn’t want to say goodbye to all the new
friends we had made.  However, we knew we
would all see each other again, so as we were
saying goodbye to everyone for the first time,
we couldn’t wait until November to get back to
the camp to get started with more Enterprise
Training and outdoor activities.

As we turned into the camp for the second
time, we were welcomed by an extreme
amount of snow, which in hindsight, was
perfect for sleighing down the steep hills on
small sleighs and body boards. As well as
walking up to a haunted house in pitch black,
we were abandoned by the instructors, not
knowing how to get out. Being stuck in a dark
haunted house, in the freezing cold, I wasn’t
surprised that some people were actually
reduced to tears. But the mood wasn’t long
changing when we all headed back to the
dorms to find a surprise party had been
planned for Ellen Morton for her 15th birthday;
so with cake and sweeties, everyone had
forgotten the previous ordeal. The next day, it
was time to go home but that didn’t stop the
instructor getting us out in the snow, quad
biking and zip lining and having to wait about
in the snow.  It made our feet go numb but it
was all worth it!

The next trip was in February and it was time
for our job interviews. We spent most of the
first day being trained for our interview; we

were told the questions that would be asked
about the job we wanted in the future and we
were trained in all aspects, from how to dress
to how to give a good hand shake. We were
told to always smile, keep it serious and to
keep good eye contact with our interviewer.
Everyone was really nervous about the
interviews, but they really were not scary at all
and felt like they lasted no time. With the
serious bit over, we went back to the outdoor
staff who took us out mountain biking. Bad
idea!  By the end of it, I was completely
covered from head to toe in mud, having
fallen off the bike (several times) into a lot of
mud, but it was very funny and I would
definitely do it again.

Before we knew it, it was April and everyone
had packed their bags for the week long
residential; this was the last one. This was also
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the one where we would do what we had
been training for during the whole
programme. We got together into our business
groups and discussed what product we were
going to make.  My group decided to make
mirrors and called ourselves ‘Reflections’. We
were given plain wooden mirrors and told to
create fantastic eye-catching mirrors that we
would take to a shopping centre in Letterkenny
to sell. So we got paint, glitter, sequins and any
art products you could think of and set to work.
In the space of a few hours we had twenty
mirrors completed and posters to advertise
them at our stall. The next day we headed to
Letterkenny Shopping Centre, set up our stall
and got selling!  It was slow to start off with but
once we got going, they started to sell.  We
were allowed to keep the profits from our
mirrors and weren’t long in spending them in
Penny’s!

That was the ‘work’ part of Residential Four
and as important as it was, that didn’t stop us
having to canoe out to an island, where we
would spend the night. We had our dinner
there and when it got dark, all thirty-six of us
and all the staff huddled round a camp fire
and sang songs and told ghost stories. When it
was time to go bed, we all climbed into big
tepee tents, wearing about three layers of
clothing, snuggling into our sleeping bags. It
was absolutely freezing and with the ghost
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stories on our minds, I had a feeling it was
going to be a very long night…

When we got back to Roscor the next morning,
we didn’t even have time to shower because
before we knew it, we were back on the
minibus on our way to Bundoran for surfing
lessons. It was difficult but was enjoyed by
everyone. Even the teachers from the schools
joined in. 

On Thursday night we all got ready to go for
our Gala Dinner; we sat in our business
groups and talked to the people we had
become very close to over the four residentials
and knew we were going to miss very much.
After the meal was over, we all made our way
to a hall were there were DJs who played
music and we all danced until midnight. As the
last song came to an end, my mascara ran
down my face as I had ended up in tears,
knowing that this was the last night I was
going to be spending at Roscor, with all the
friends that we had made along the way.

The Friday was a very emotional day as we all
gathered in the training room for one last
time, to see all of the photos that had been
taken throughout our time at The Key
Programme. There was a prize giving where
business groups won awards and a pupil
from Killybegs was nominated for a trip with
students from all over the world. After that, we
waited for the buses to come. When they
came we said our goodbyes and a lot of

people cried as they said goodbye to close
friends. We all got onto the bus and waved
goodbye to Roscor for the very last time. If I
could change my mind about going on The
Key Programme, I definitely wouldn’t. It was
the best experience of my life and I made a lot
of friends who I will keep in contact with for a
very long time.

Georgie Roulston 11KNP
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THE KEY
PROGRAMME:
RESIDENTIAL 1
Twelve Year 11 pupils from Lagan College
were given the opportunity to participate in
The Key Programme: Zoe Hanna, Craig
Murphy, Sarah Campton, Charlotte Allen,
Georgie Roulston, Ellen Morton, Anthony
Cooley, Matthew Townsley, Michael Stuart,
Daryl Rawson, Andrew Wilson and Kirk
Coulter.

The Key Programme marks its tenth
anniversary this year and has been
phenomenally successful, with 8000 young
people having taken part since its inception.
KEY brings together young people aged 14-
16 from both sides of the border to teach
them enterprise and entrepreneurial skills.
Integral to the programme is that
participants also gain a greater
understanding and tolerance for other
traditions.

Supported by the International Fund for
Ireland and run jointly by Young Enterprise
Northern Ireland and Junior Achievement
Ireland, the seven month programme
consists of a series of workshops, outdoor
activities and other tasks aimed at building
motivation and confidence, gaining
entrepreneurial skills and a greater
understanding of their peers’ background
and culture. Each year, twelve participants
who display exceptional entrepreneurial
skills are rewarded with a trip to the Next
Generation Leaders Conference held in
Queens School of Business, Kingston,
Ontario.

Residential 1: 6th-8th October

Twelve energetic and excited Year 11
students headed to Roscor Youth Village in
Belleek, Enniskillen, accompanied by Miss
M Bell and Mr Killen. After making their
beds (involving some wrestling on the floor
with duvet covers!) the students were
introduced to one another and embarked
on their enterprise training.  On the first
night, an exciting outdoor activity was in
store: ‘The Night-Line’!  Students were
helmeted, blind-folded and connected by a
rope. They realised the importance of
communication skills when they had to
guide one another through various
obstacles in the darkness. We will not
mention the story of a certain boy’s tracksuit
bottoms being used as a hoist!  Students
were rewarded with tea and toast made by
our very own Miss Bell and Mr Killen!

Day 2 involved more enterprise training
and an ‘Everest
Challenge’ or, in other
words, climb a
mountain!  Mr Killen
‘happily’ walked up and
down the mountain
whilst Miss Bell felt it
was her duty to take the
scenic tour: on the bus!
Lagan College pupils
excelled in the
mountain climb with
Anthony Cooley being
one of the first to meet
Miss Bell at the top (Mr
Killen was one of the
last!).  Well done,
Anthony!  Again,
supper was prepared
by Mr Killen and Miss
Bell – at least Miss Bell
did something! 

Day 3 consisted of
breakfast, more
enterprise training and
our journey home.  The
students thoroughly
enjoyed the residential
and benefited from the
enterprise.
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A group of students have started
their training for their World
Challenge expedition to Africa in
the summer of 2012.

Arriving early at Bellevue car park
on a dry and clear Saturday
morning, the team spent a half day
walking in and around the
beautiful Cave Hill countryside in
their preparation of taking on the
mighty summit of Kilimanjaro in
East Africa. Kilimanjaro is the tallest
freestanding mountain in the world
and the 4th tallest mountain.  The
team will spend 6 days climbing
Mount Kilimanjaro and will
experience many personal
challenges along the way. 

Even though the Cave Hill route, led
by Mr Lenaghan and Mr McKee
was very short in comparison, there
were considerably steep and
challenging sections which gave
the team a real taste of the level of
fitness required to take on Africa’s
highest mountain (5,895m). 

It was a most worthwhile and
enjoyable day. Thank you to all the
students that managed to make
the event and also to Mr Lenaghan,
Mr McKee and Mr Strain.

Mr D. Carleton
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WORLD CHALLENGE 2012

• Taking a well
earned breather.

• Do we have to
climb this?

• Stepping out over
quarry.
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JUNIOR PRIZE GIVING
Lagan College celebrated student success
at the annual Junior Prize Evening, proudly
watched by parents, staff, governors and
guests. Special Guest of Honour at this
year’s event was local children’s author,
Catherine Charley. An array of awards
were presented, including those for
Excellence in Effort, Academic Achievement,

Outstanding Service and Sporting
Achievement.

Mrs McNamee spoke of achievements and
successes throughout the year and the
audience listened to Catherine’s comments
and encouraging words. Year 9 students,
Daniel Currie and Anna Anderson, also

shared their thoughts on the highlights of
their first year in Lagan College.

The audience were entertained by the
Junior Choir and the Junior Orchestra
before enjoying refreshments at the
reception afterwards.
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AWARDS FOR ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT

YEAR 8
Caitlin Hounsell
Hannah Cooke
Melissa Francey
Cara McColgan
Natalie McKinney
Kathryn Phillips
Lucie Giaccardi
Hugh Mackey
Daniel Currie
Callum Russell
Conor Ellson
Conor McMahon
Curtis Wade
Conor Mills

YEAR 9
Stephen Hare
Clare Livings
Reagan McConnell
Gail McLean
Luke Williamson
Beth Evans
Mncedisi Mbondiya
Autumn Forbes-McVeigh
Jonathan Whyte
Caoimhe Charters
Tony Salami
Jacinta Hamley
Tiarnan O’Callaghan
Amy Jackson
Daniel Zanker-Ovalle
Cara Stewart

YEAR 10
Chloe Currie
Michael Lynch
Talitha Taylor
Andrew McLaughlin
Abbie Cooley
Ben Thomas
Siobhan Cunningham
Mark Rainey
Helena Bartlett
Matthew Grimes
Michael McNulty
Megan McDowell
Fraser Audley
Zoe Hanna
Sean Hughes
Lauren Shannon

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
IN CCEA KEY STAGE 3
TESTS

ENGLISH    
Talitha Taylor
Michael Sloan

Michael Hamley
Eamon Kendall
Stephen Isaac
Stephen Carlin

MATHS
Talitha Taylor
Daniel Steele  

SCIENCE
Talitha Taylor
Mark Coulter

MOST IMPROVED PUPILS
IN A YEAR GROUP

YEAR 8
Caroline Stanley
Danny Humphrey

YEAR 9
Jamila Love

YEAR 10
Helena Bartlett

EXCELLENCE IN EFFORT

YEAR 8
Courtney Bell
Rebecca Drysdale
Caitlin Hounsell
Samuel Howard
Wiltoria Jopek
Hugh Mackey
Laura Magennis
Katie O’Hare
Codey Louise Patterson
Jonathan Presho
Callum Roberts
Nicole Taylor
Katherine Kirk
Lisa Maguire
Angelika Michalska
Sophie Mulholland
Melissa Francey
Lauren Floyd
Cara McColgan
Emily Sinclair
Lydia Blakely
Seema Khan
Natalie McKinney
Dan McParland
Grace Morrow
Megan Hanna
Ruby Heathwood
Deidre MacMahon
Kathryn Phillips
Curtis Wade
Robe Williamson
Matthew Zanker-Ovalle
Holly Arnold

Lauren Burton
Hannah Cooke
Daniel Currie
Kathryn Laverty
Ronan McCann
Megan McKee
Matthew Woods

YEAR 9
Caitlin Kearns
Rosaura Knox-Bradley
Clare Livings
Roslyn Neill
Aimee Nelson
Stephen Hare
Jonathan Matchett
Kristian McConnell
Luke Williamson
Jacinta Hamley
Rachel Millis
Kirstie Morrow
Lennin McClure
Gail McLean
Brianna O’Grady
Jason Kelly
Riah Geddis
Rebecca Gill
Amy Jackson
Zoe Kynes
Ciara Lavery
Sasha Martin
Megan Spence
Tiarnan O’Callaghan
Joel Pears
Jena McGeagh
Louise Rattray
Jennifer Shaw

YEAR 10
Ross Arnold
Naina Babu
Helena Bartlett
Kaitlin Bartlett
Michael Burns
Hannah Carinduff
Demi Clements
Abbie Cooley
Mark Coulter
Megan Crowley
Samantha Cummings
Chloe Currie
Rebecca Donnelly
Lauren Ferguson
Ashley Fulton
Ruari Gilmore
Matthew Grimes
Natalie Hayes
Stephen Isaac
Michael Lynch
Emma Martin
Ruairi McCallan
Ashton McClean
Amy McClintock
Eoin McCluskey
Megan McDowell
Antonia McIlhagger
Michael McNulty
Sophie Millar
Nicola Moloney
Stephanie Orr

JUNIOR AWARDS 2010-2011
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Victoria Powell
Natasha Russell
Nayen Samad
Michael Stuart
Talitha Taylor
Ben Thomas
Raisa Todd
Aidan Vischer
Laura Walker
Sara Woods
Michael Sloan
Charlotte Allen
Darryl Rawson
Cameron Mosgrove

GCSE IRISH YEAR 8

Niamh Gibson – Grade A*
James Callaghan – Grade A
Conn Aiken – Grade A

EXCELLENT ATTENDANCE
DURING JUNIOR
SCHOOL

Christopher Barr
Danielle Barr
Lauren Brabon
Michael Burns
Stephen Carlin
Mark Coulter
Melissa Craig
Siobhan Cunningham
Jonathan Dillon
Ross Finlay
Mark Freel
Ashley Fulton
Ruairi Gilmore
Zoe Hanna
Christopher Jones
Megan McDowell
Antonia McIlhagger
Paul McKenna
Jessica McShane
Rachael Pollock
Georgie Roulston
Michael Sloan
Sarah Stephens
Jordan Turner
Laura Walker
Andrew Wilson

ROINN NA GAEILGE
AWARD

Natalie Hayes

LINGUA AWARD

Lauren Ferguson

THE ALEXANDRA
McCLUNG LITERACY
AWARD FOR YEAR 8

Shea McCrea

JUNIOR ENDEAVOUR
AWARD

Cara Stewart

JUNIOR ECO COMMITTEE 
(WINNERS OF GREEN FLAG AWARD)

Matthew Grimes
Michael McNulty
Sarah Campton
Charlotte Allen
Daniel Basset
Daryl Rawson

OUTSTANDING
COMMITMENT TO
JUSTICE FOR CHILDREN
IN NORTHERN IRELAND
AND THE WORLD

Dan McParland
Hannah Cooke
Hanna Lapping
Rosaura Knox-Bradley
Kerri Evans
Libby Mingle
Jill Lapping
Hannah Kennedy

SERVICE IN THE LIBRARY

Matthew Grimes
Zoe Hanna
Michael McNulty
David Allison

NATIONAL SCIENCE
WEEK COMPETITION

Natasha Donnan
Jonathan Kennedy
Erin Riddel
Dean Geddis

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER
AWARD

BASKETBALL
Year 8 – Paul Mellon
Year 9 – Stephen Hare
Year 10 – Declan Stewart

ATHLETICS
Year 8 – Isaac Bolster Coates
Year 9 – Nathan Rodney
Year 10 – Stephen McCleary
Football
Year 8 – Peter Freeland

Reece Whittle
Year 9 – Megan Spence
Year 10 – Karl Devine

LAGAN LEGENDS
Year 8 – Reece Whittle
Year 9 – Nathan Rodney
Year 10 – Stephen McCleary

HOCKEY
Year 8 – Sophie Mulholland
Year 9 – Megan Spence
Year 10 – Laura Walker

DANCE
Year 8 – Areta Kalungi
Year 9 – Farrah Hughes
Year 10 – Helena Bartlett

NETBALL
Year 8 – Areta Kalungi
Year 9 – Jacinta Hamley
Year 10 – Camille Hepburn

ATHLETICS
Year 8 – Claire Francis
Year 9 – Natasha Donnan
Year 10 – Camille Heoburn

LAGAN LEGENDS
Year 8 – Areta Kalungi
Year 9 – Jacinta Hamley
Year 10 – Camille Hepburn

SUCCESS AT NATIONAL/
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

Gareth Smyth
NI Junior Ice Hockey Squad (Junior)

Gregory Wilson
U16 Rugby Ulster League and Cup Winner
with Malone RFC

Nathan Rodney
NI  Athletics Training Squad

Areta Kalungi
NI Athletics Training Squad

Gareth McDowell
Ulster U57kg Boxing Champion (Junior)

Conor McKenna
Antrim Minor Gaelic Football Panel
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John Gunning
County Down Milk Cup Squad
Ella McEwan
NI Ladies Football Team (International)

Rachel Laverty
NI Ladies Football Team (International)

EFFORT AWARDS

Martin Gibson (Year 9)
David Cullen (Year 9)
Tiarnan McAuley (Year 9)
Jonathan Matchett (Year 9)
Stephen Isaac (Year 10)

AWARDS IN MUSIC

BRASS
Owen Freel Trombone

Grade 3 Pass
Méabh Donnelly Trombone

Grade 3 Pass with 
Merit

Sophie Bateman Baritone Grade 3 
Pass

Sean O’Brien Trumpet Grade 4
Pass with Merit

VIOLIN
Rebecca Young Violin

Grade 4
Pass with Merit

Sara Burns Violin Grade 4 Pass
Lucie Giaccardi Violin Grade 2 Pass
Rebecca Drysdale Violin Grade 1Pass 

with Merit
Shannon White Violin Grade 1

Pass with Merit

PERCUSSION
Andrew Wilson Drums
Conrad McQuitty Drums

PIANO
Michael Sloan Grade 4
Danielle Steele Grade 4

ENTRY LEVEL SPANISH
(LEVEL 3)

Luke Allen
David Allison
Claire Beeton
Chloe Bell
Jordan Carr
Anthony Cooley
Marc Curan
Ciaran Donnelly
Linzi Gildea
Natalie Haugh
Philip Hill
Sean Hughes
Jaime McLaughlin
Daniel McReynolds
Martin Moran
Craig Murphy
Lauren Reeves

Lauren Shannon
Gareth Smyth

FCSE SPANISH

PASS
Brien Bailey-O’Hare
Matthew Bradley
Colm Johnson
Scott McClean
Garth McDowell
Helen Moslla
Naomi Trimble

MERIT
Fraser Audley
Kaitlin Cairns
Dyllon Carlisle
Kirk Coulter
John Gunning
Zoe Hanna
Camille Hepburn
Shannen Magee
Corie McDonnell
Anthony McKeown
Cody Millen
Mark Rainey
Catherine Simpson
Declan Stewart
Jade Walker
Andrew Wilson

 DISTINCTION
Blaine Andrews
Dempsey Andrews
Naina Babu
Kaitlin Bartlett
Sophie Bateman
Sarah Bell
Lauren Brabon
Ryan Brown
Michael Burns
Masoom Chowdhury
Jordan Coulter
Megan Crowley
Samantha Cummings
Siobhan Cunningham
Karl Devine
Rebecca Donnelly
Dylan Dunbar
Aaron Dunlop
Cameron Ewart
Lauren Ferguson
Hannah Fitzsimons
Conor Galway
Aimee Gilmore
Lee Hallam
Michael Hamley
Natalie Hayes
Harry Henry
Tess Herman
Mica Lai
Joshua Lavery
Emma Martin
Ashton McClean
Amy McClintock
Meghan McDowell
Paul McKenna
Andrew McLaughlin
Michael McManus
Jessica McShane

Cameron Murray
Stephanie Orr
Natasha Russell
Ruby Savage
Chloe Shanks
Daniel Steele
Leona Tate
Talitha Taylor
Jack Twaites
Aidan Vischer
Laura Walker
Christopher Watson
Paul Wilson

FCSE FRENCH

PASS
Ryan Ashwood
Christopher Barr
Daniel Bassett
Dion Corr
Carl McCartney
Ryan McCartney
Pearse McCrory
Teana McHugh
Jim Moore
Raymond Murray
Matthew Ross
Michael Stuart
Nicole Thompson
Matthew Townsley
Jonathan Turner
Shannon Whitsitt

MERIT
Claire Brogan
Rachel Campbell
Eve Cullen
Liam Curtis
Sam Irwin
Kezia Iznerowicz
Sean Keane
Kristina McSherry
Cake Moore
Sophie Nicholl
Kelsey Nolan
Daryl Rawson
Georgie Roulston
Kai Tsang
Shelley Warke

DISTINCTION
Ali Hasina
Ross Arnold
Arathy Babu
Helena Bartlett
Greta Berry
Matthew Butler
Cliodhna Campbell
Hannah Carinduff
Stephen Carlin
Niall Clarke
Demi Clements
Owen Collins
Abbie Cooley
Mark Coulter
Melissa Craig
Chloe Currie
Mark Freel
Ashley Fulton
Matthew Grimes
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John Hutchings
Nathan Irving
Stephen Isaac
Miriam Jonson
Christopher Jones
Eamon Kendall
Lauren Leckey
Michael Lynch
Ruari McCallen
Stephen McCleary
Eoin McCluskey

Antonia McIlhagger
Conrad McQuitty
Sophie Millar
Nicole Molones
Ellen Morton
Cameron Mosgrove
Rachael Pollock
Victoria Powell
Justin Robertshaw
Ralph Roulston
Nayem Samad

Michael Sloan
Michael Spiers
Sara Stevenson
Jamie Strudwick
Ben Thomas
Raisa Todd
Gary Watson
Deborah Wilkinson
Sara Woods
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Lagan College celebrated student
success at the annual Senior Prize Giving
afternoon, proudly watched by parents,
staff, governors and guests. Special
Guest of Honour at this year’s event was
Mr Alan McBride whose wife and father-
in-law died in the Shankill Road bombing.
Alan manages the WAVE Trauma Centre
in Belfast, a cross-community
organisation that helps those bereaved
or traumatised as a result of The Troubles
in Northern Ireland, and is also a
member of the Northern Ireland Victims’
Support Forum.

An array of awards were presented
including those for Excellence in Effort,
Academic Achievement, Outstanding
Service and Sporting Achievement. Mrs
McNamee spoke of achievements and
successes throughout the year and the
audience listened to Mr McBride’s
comments and encouraging words. Kaya
Carville, Head Girl, also shared her
thoughts on what being a student at
Lagan College means to her. The
audience were entertained by the College
Orchestra before enjoying refreshments
at the reception afterwards.

SENIOR PRIZEGIVING
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AWARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE IN EFFORT

KEY STAGE 4
Catriona Acheson
Jim Peacock
Glena Knox Bradley
Ben Hounsell
Claire Rattray
Ashleigh Allen
Felicity Goddard
Finn Geddis
Ryan Hollinger

SIXTH FORM
John Evans
Aaron Pakenham
Ciaran Galway
Paul Maguire-Wilson
Kristine Dodds
Genevieve Taylor
Ruth Agnew
Lauren Johnston
Kaya Carville
Matthew Lambe
Amanda Robinson
Finn Macmillan
Mary McDowell
Julia Brown
Ines Mathieu
Sarah Lunney
Lucy McAlorum
Mary Brown
Shannon McCaffrey
Natalie Archer
Alice Blackstock
Paul McCrory
Sophie Knox
Natasha Hunsdale
Yasmin Al-Alhalabi
Sonya Bakker

Adam Maguire Wilson
Daniel Patterson
Kieran Lambe

AWARDS FOR CREATIVITY

Conor Gormally
Gavin Peden
Hannah McKechnie
Orlagh Thompson
Andrew Johnston
Amber Zoe Chessman
Emily Dunwoody
Anna Scott

AWARDS FOR ACTION

Alex Pollock                 
Ryan Irwin                   
Michael Moynagh
Charles Jackman          
Jack Hollywood             
Timothy Hamley
Rachel Aldred                
Lauren Hughes             
Claire Johnston
Katrina Lowry               
Asleigh Donnan             
Mikaila Hepburn
Padraig O’Grady
Ines Mathieu
Ashleigh Allen

OUTSTANDING
SPORTING
ACHIEVEMENT

Maeve Nethercott - Northern Ireland
Football international

Rachel Laverty- Northern Ireland Football
International

Declan Stewart - Year 11 Ulster Basketball
squad 

Zach Devine Ulster - Under 19 Rugby clubs
squad

Conor McKenna - Antrim Minor Gaelic
Football Panel

Garth McDowell -  Champion Ulster Novice
and Antrim Novice (Lightweight) 

Dempsey Andrews -  NI Skating Regional
Award

Gregory Wilson - Ulster Rugby Cup and
League Winner Under 14 and 15

SENIOR AWARDS 2010-2011
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SENIOR INSTRUMENTAL
MUSIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Rebecca Young - Grade 4 Violin - Pass
with Merit

Emily Dunwoody- Music Theatre with
Singing - Pass with Distinction

Best Academic Performance in
Year 13

AS / APPLIED AS LEVELS

Julia Brown Applied Business
Studies (Single)

Genevieve Taylor Applied Business
Studies (Double)

Julia Brown Art & Design
Finn MacMillan Art & Design
Paul Maguire-Wilson Biology
Kristine Dodds Chemistry
Ines Mathieu Drama
Kaya Carville English Literature
Zoe Hollinger French
Amanda Robinson Geography
John Evans/Aaron Pakenham

Government & 
Politics

Nicole Hagan Health & Social Care  
(SA)

Kaya Carville History
Amanda Robinson ICT
Kristine Dodds Mathematics
Kyle Lockhart Moving Images
Amber-Zoe Cheesman Music
Paul Maguire-Wilson Physics
Zoe Hollinger R.E.
Shannon McCaffrey R.E.
Maeve McPhillips Sociology
Ruth Agnew Spanish 
Conor McKenna P.E.
Maeve Nethercott P.E.
Peter Gunning Technology

YOUNG ENTERPRISE
COMPANY PROGRAMME
CERTIFICATES

Genevieve Taylor 
Clare Hanna
Mikaila Hepburn
Julia Orr
Sarah Murray
Alex Gilroy
Connor Hammond
Ben Crossley
Sarah Gillespie
Anna Crozier
Vicki McAlea
Maeve McPhillips
Natasha Hunsdale
Natalie Archer

ESSENTIAL FIRST AID

Jenni Coates
Peter Woods
Kasim El Alaoui
John Evans
Tim Hamley
Stephen Hughes
Rebekah Hunter
Claire Johnston
Rachel Laverty
Curtis Martin
Matthew McCormick
Mary McDowell
Chloe McIlwrath
Conor McKenna
Michael Moynagh
Rebecca Williamson
Maeve Nethercott
Lauren Sutherland
Padraig O’Grady
Frankie Oliver
Aaron Pakenham
Matthew Reilly
Peter Shannon

PERSONAL SAFETY AND
SELF DEFENCE
CERTIFICATES

Aaron Andrews
Jamie Baird
Sonia Bakker
Sarah Jayne Beale
Darren Beattie
Aaron Black
Kaya Carville
Amber Zoe Cheesman
Kristine Dodds
Catherine Doherty
Simon Dowling
Caroline Galbraith
Sarah Jayne Gallagher
Michaela Gray
Nicole Hagan
Ross Hartley
Jordan Henderson

Tasha Henderson
Sophie Knox
Patrick Livings
Kyle Lockhart
Finn Macmillan
Jonathan McConnell
Paul McCrory
Aidan McGrory
Julia Orr

CERTIFICATE IN BRITISH
SIGN LANGUAGE

Aaron Andrews
Jamie Baird
Darren Beattie
Danielle Thompson
Simon Dowling
Sarah Gallagher
Patrick Livings
Kyle Lockhart
Paul McCrory
Jonathan Riddel
Kristine Dodds
Caroline Galbraith
Nicole Hagan
Michaela Gray
Amber-Zoe Cheesman
Ross Hartley
Jordan Henderson
Tasha Henderson
Amanda Robinson
Sonya Bakker
Jonathan McConnell
Sarah-Jayne Beale
Aaron Black
Sophie Knox
Julia Orr

SHORTS BOMBARDIER
AWARD FOR
ACHIEVEMENT IN 
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Ruairi McGlynn
Andrew Johnston
James Gallen
Peter Gunning

ALL CHILDREN
TOGETHER AWARD

Adam Maguire–Wilson

YOUNG ENTERPRISE
AWARD

Rachel Braniff
Amy Stevenson
Ashleigh Baird
Daisy Allen
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Nikki Douglas 
Anna Crockard

THE SISTER ANNE KILROY
PERPETUAL AWARD

Orlagh Thompson

PRINCIPAL’S PRIZE FOR
ACHIEVEMENT AT
A LEVEL

Darren Dunwell

PRESIDENT’S PLATE AND
BURSARY AWARD

Carla McGaharan

AWARD FOR DEPUTY
HEAD BOY AND DEPUTY
HEAD GIRL

Gareth Schaefer and Megan Cunningham

AWARD FOR HEAD BOY
AND HEAD GIRL

Adrian Beggs and Carla McGaharan
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On Tuesday 5th October, Brennain
O’Callaghan, Nadine McLoughlin and Ashleigh
Allen, Year 13,  were invited to the annual
Carson Awards in the Belfast Opera House.
The Awards, funded by the well-known Belfast
comedian Frank Carson, have been
established to promote the Creative Arts in all

Integrated Schools. Frank is a great supporter
of Integrated Education in Northern Ireland.

Our students were impressed by a number of
last year’s winners’ short videos on inclusivity
and integration and they immediately
enrolled to take part in this year’s competition.

All three students are involved in Moving
Image and/or English at Advanced Level.
Nadine has already completed the
application form for Lagan College’s entry in
this year’s competition.

Mr McNally

CARSON AWARDS

82VOICES

Caolan Hamilton, Year 10, was announced as the winner
in the 11-16 age category of the UK wide internet
competition: ‘My Life Online’, organised by the UK’s
national centre for protecting children – the Child
Exploitation and Online Protection Centre in February. 

Caolan’s entry – ‘Old Dog, New Tricks’ – was judged to be
the best film, demonstrating to parents the positive
aspects of online technology. The competition was
launched to mark EU Safer Internet Day 2011. 

The judging panel was made up of representatives from
Microsoft, Beatbullying, NSPCC and CEOP. 

Caolan received an Xbox 360 with Kinect as his prize and
CEOP will use his entry in its future content for parents.

Caolan explains why he submitted his entry and what
online safety means to him: “I entered the competition as
I have a passion for technology and the Internet.  I feel it
is important to let parents know about the positive
aspects of the Internet, as it is so often given a bad press.
I also feel it is very important that people are aware of the
dangers online and how to steer away from them.”

CAOLAN HAMILTON
WINS UK
COMPETITION

• Mrs. McKee, Caolan and Mrs McNamee.
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OPEN
DAY
Lagan College welcomed Primary 7 pupils and their families to the
College’s Annual Open Day on Saturday 29th January. The Open
Day was well attended and it was  great to see the College so
busy! There were many activities on offer such as experiments in
the Science Department, crepes in Modern Languages, ‘toastie
tong’ making in the Technology  Department and a chance to
make a Hundertwasser style house in the Art Department.

Many thanks to everyone who attended and to students and staff
who gave up their time to make it all happen!
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Lagan College marked anti-bullying week with a series of
assemblies on the theme of RESPECT which focussed
specifically on our quest to eliminate bullying from the College.
Miss Poland’s Year 9 form class produced a poem and a mime
that cleverly pointed out how what one person perceives to be
‘messing about’ can have a devastating effect on another
young person.

Mrs MacParland talked about the dangers of cyber-bullying,
the serious effects bullying can have on victims if it is prolonged
and unchallenged and the responsibility every pupil has to be
vigilant and report poor behaviour witnessed on buses, in the
corridors or in the playground. Taunts and insults that are

racist, sexist, sectarian or
homophobic are classed as hate

crimes and will not be tolerated
at Lagan College where our
ethos promotes mutual
respect and equality. 

The College is currently
reviewing its anti-bullying
policy and we are
constantly striving to make

Lagan College a safe, secure
and inclusive environment in all

areas and at all times.

PUPILS’ COUNCIL
The new Pupils’ Council members for 2010/11 met for the
first time on Wednesday 29th September. Members
introduced themselves and talked a little about what they
want from the experience. Their responsibility is to
represent you, the student body, to put forward your ideas
and opinions on the issues that matter to you, to give you,
the pupils, a voice in the smooth running of Lagan
College. 

So, if there is something bothering you, if there is an issue
you would like raised to the school’s leadership team,
speak to your Pupils’ Council representatives.

There are four in each year group. Speak your mind,
enable them to enable us to make a difference for you!

NORTHERN IRELAND 
ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 
15TH-19TH NOVEMBER

Email the Editor, Mrs Deborah Hill, at
lagancollegemagazine@yahoo.com

IF YOU ARE AN EX-PUPIL,
OR KNOW OF ONE, WITH
AN INTERESTING CAREER
PATH GET IN TOUCH

TODAY FOR NEXT YEAR'S
ISSUE OF THE

LAGAN COLLEGE SCHOOL
MAGAZINE 'VOICES'.
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Many thanks again to those staff who
supported the Cope Coffee Event. A good time
was had by all! A particular word of thanks to
Miss Ellis for the use of Home Economics to host

the event. A grand total of £75.00 has been
raised via the raffle. And the winners were:
1st Prize - £50 voucher Malone House -
Yvonne Manus (HE Technican)

2nd Prize - Box of chocolates - Paula Bower
(Classroom Assistant)

Mrs U Walters

CHARITY

COPE COFFEE MORNING

Ruairi McGlynn (14BR) took the
initiative earlier this year to raise
money for Action Cancer by
dressing up in drag at the Year 14
formal. Through the support of
family, friends and staff, he
managed to raise an impressive
£500. Congratulations to Ruairi on
his original idea!

CHARITY HAS A

FREE TRIAL AVAILABLE
Enjoy  the cool, clean, crisp taste of...

12 Church Place, Lurgan, BT66 6EY   Tel: 028 3822 3392    Fax: 028 3832 2078
e-mail: info@classic-mineral-water.com    www.classic-mineral-water.com

Building, Plastering, 
Plumbing and Electrical

6 Heatherbell Street, Belfast BT5 4SB

Tel: 07867806014

J & B ROOFING

PAGE85_Layout 1  09/12/2011  16:25  Page 1



86VOICES

FIRST MINISTER VISITS 
LAGAN COLLEGE
Northern Ireland’s First Minister,
Mr Peter Robinson, took time out
of his busy schedule to visit the
College in January. He was given
a tour of the College and called in
to see students working in both
the Science and Technology
Departments. He then addressed
a group of Sixth Form students
and members of the Pupils’
Council in the library before a brief
question and answer session. We
thank him for giving up his time to
come and see the College for the
first time and for speaking to our
students.

• Tour of the
College
Campus.

• The First Minister speaking to
Sixth Form students and
members of the Pupils’ Council
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TRIP TO
EDINBURGH
NATIONAL
SCIENCE WEEK
2011
Our big event in the Science Department this
year was the Science trip to Edinburgh and
Glasgow from March 14th to March 16th. We
had a very early 5am start on our first day and
Miss Wells thought we might have had to start
walking to Larne as the bus failed to show on
time! It eventually arrived and we got to Larne
Harbour with plenty of time to spare.  We had
a lovely surprise on the boat when we were
all invited onto the bridge and the Captain
explained how the boat was navigated.  

Our first stop was a rain soaked Edinburgh
Zoo - we were able to get hands-on
experience of some of the smaller animals
when we had our lesson from one of the
experts on animal adaptations. Later that
evening, we had a very scary tour of the
darker side of old Edinburgh. Our guide was
Adam Lyal who actually met his end on the
hangman’s scaffold on 27th March 1811 for the
small matter of highway robbery!

Day two was non-stop History and Science.
We spent the morning at Edinburgh Castle
and although it rained (yet again), we were
able to appreciate the views over the city and
spent the morning exploring. Mr Carleton
made full use of the interactive audio guide
and entertained his group with renditions of

Britney Spears ‘Hit me baby one more time’.
Mr McCann’s group were also amazed at his
use of the interactive technology to give a
personal guided tour. We then visited Camera
Obscura which consisted of five floors of fun
packed Physics. On the top floor we had a
demonstration of how one mirror and three
lenses allowed us to see what was going on
right across the city. In the afternoon, we went
to Deep Sea World – the highlight was the
breath-taking 112m moving under water
walkway which allowed us to almost touch
the sharks, stingrays, flatfish, flounders,
lobster and starfish. Miss Wightman wanted to
ensure our numeracy skills were up to scratch

so we had to slot in a game of ten-pin
bowling to finish off the day.

Our final day included a trip to the Glasgow
Science Centre and Planetarium. We spent the
morning exploring the exhibition floors before
heading for Cairnryan and the journey home.

A big thank-you to all the students on the trip -
you were fantastic ambassadors for Lagan
College.  Thanks also to Miss Wightman, Mr
Carleton and Mr McCann for all their support
and assistance.

M Wells

TRIPS AND TRAVEL
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MALAGA
On 14th March, Mr
McFadden and I took eight
lucky sixth formers on a trip to Malaga on
Spain’s Costa del Sol.  We stayed in the Hostal
de las Acacias in a lovely leafy part of town
that smelled like orange blossom. The
students went to classes from 9.30 to 1.30 and
then we had a long Mediterranean lunch at
Restaurant Namaste overlooking the sea.
Their delicious pasta dishes, brownies and
cherry tart are never to be forgotten.

In the afternoons, we walked into Malaga
centre where the shopping and people
watching were great.  Some of us visited the
Picasso museum and the Cathedral but we
were just as happy to bask in the sunshine as
we had left Belfast in a sleet storm.

We visited the mountain town of Mijas where
the donkeys that used to help the farmers on
the hills are now used as taxis. They were cute
but we wondered if they were being well
treated as some of them looked a little forlorn.
On our last night we went to a Flamenco show
in a shop that sold flamenco dresses,
castanets, mantillas and other paraphernalia
associated with the traditional Spanish dance.
The show was amazing with a guitarist, a
singer and a dancer all watching and listening

to each other to keep the
harmonies going.  The music was
strange, sensual, sometimes
mournful but always powerful.
Ruth, from Year 14, joined the dancer in the
finale and, for a Northern Ireland girl, she
didn’t do too badly.

The students were great company and they
worked really hard in the classes and spoke
as much Spanish as they could outside the
class. There is nothing like a visit to the target
language country to improve language skills
and develop knowledge of and enthusiasm
for the culture. The only sad thing was we
didn’t want to come home. ¡Olé, olé, olé olé!

Áine MacParland

88VOICES
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SKI TRIP TO
SWITZERLAND
This year’s ski trip to Geneva in Switzerland
was a trip to remember! Just flying over
Geneva to get to the airport was
breathtaking because of the spectacular
views of the snow capped mountains and
the misty Geneva lake.

In the morning, we took language classes
which were filled with fun games and then
we headed off to the slopes. It was amazing
how quickly everyone took to skiing,
especially the beginners. My group tried
three different slopes which got more
challenging each time, but we got on well
as our instructors were enthusiastic and
patient.

The evenings were no less exciting as we
participated in action packed team games.
The last night was ‘presentation night’. The
winners of the team games all got a share
of a giant Toblerone bar. The ski instructors
presented the winners of the ski slalom with
memento medals and everyone else got a
certificate and badge for their efforts during
the week. I just wish we could all go again
next year!

Louise Rattray, Year 10

VOICES89
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Year you started Lagan College: 
1995

Current job/What have you been doing
since you left Lagan?
I am currently working for one of the worlds
largest ferry companies, Stena Line.  I have been
there for just over 7 years, and I am also a part
time student at Belfast Metropolitan College
studying Biomedical and Biological Sciences.
After leaving 6th year, I worked in a few jobs all
related to hospitality along with my twin,
Michael. I met my amazing partner in 2003 and
we had a Civil Partnership in October 2010.

Can you share with us some of your
memories from school?
I have very fond memories of Lagan College,
and some not so good memories, although
the good far outweigh the bad.  I loved the
feeling of knowing I was in a place where, no
matter who you were, you were welcomed.
Most of my memories include having great
friends who were all individually different, and
I especially remember being part of the school
plays and a member of the school choir.
Something which stands out for me the most
was taking part in the open days. I loved
showing  prospective students what our
school was about, and why they should make
Lagan College their number one choice.

Tell us what it’s like being a twin.
Being a twin has its advantages and definitely
some disadvantages, believe it or not! I can
honestly say we are great friends, and will
always tell each other what’s going on, well

most of the time; we all still need our secrets!
In school, I can’t honestly remember us
playing big tricks on teachers, but we certainly
pretended to be each other the odd time, and
getting away with it, that is until I got braces.
On occasion, when a teacher had to shout at
us, it was hard not to giggle when they called
you the wrong name, especially if you didn’t
know why you were being shouted at but your
twin did!

Tell us what you think about Lagan College. 
I watched a television show on Monday the 7th
November and it was an archive of footage the
BBC had filmed over the years and Lagan
College was featured on it.  It was focussed on
the school opening with only 28 pupils and why
integration was important to Northern Ireland.  I
sat watching it with a lump in my throat,
realising the effect the school had, not just on
me, but everyone I knew who attended, and
with pride, I knew I was part of that school along
with my twin, Michael, and our sister, Leanne.
Lagan College was the catalyst for changing
many people’s opinion about the opposite
religion or race.  It was most definitely attending
Lagan College that made me who I am today.  I
can honestly say I have a very varied group of
friends and I certainly would not have had that
had it not been for Lagan College.  I loved
everything about Lagan College and I loved the
teachers who all really wanted you to do well.  I
will always have fond memories of Ms Kearney
from English, Miss Atkinson, my 6th Year form
tutor, Miss Lemon from the Drama Department,
who kindly nicknamed me ‘Twinny 1’ and let me
be part of some of the best school shows, and I
will always thank Mrs Donnelly from the Music
Department, who made me realise I could sing
and let me live my passion for singing in the
school choir.  All the teachers who taught me
were fantastic, and I’ll always remember loving
French classes, where I believe I really learned a
lot from Mr McNally as he made the class fun
and enjoyable, and you always left wanting to
learn more.

Year you started Lagan College:   
1995

Current job/What have you been doing
since you left Lagan?
When I left Lagan College, I went on to study
different courses to further enhance my career
opportunities in the field of hospitality.  From
there, I went to work in hotels across Northern
Ireland in all different departments, such as
food and beverage, housekeeping, and Front
Office.  Within a few years of being with The

Holiday Inn, I was promoted to Senior
Receptionist and Duty Hotel Manager.

With all the experience I had gained, I decided
to go travelling and work in hotels around the
world, to pick up new skills and experience
new cultures which could help me carve a
career in this field.  Whilst travelling across
Thailand and Australia for a year, I worked in 
3 different 5* hotels soaking up all the
information and experience that I could. 

Upon returning home, I went back to The
Holiday Inn where I was once again a Hotel
Duty Manager and also the Front Office
Manager.  Whilst working as the Front Office
Manager, I realised my interest in all things
financial, so in the last 6 months, I felt a
change in career was needed and I decided to
go into the financial sector.  I am currently
working in a Credit Union, developing and
improving skills in all types of finance.  Since
leaving Lagan College, I have maintained my
interest in singing – and have been in many
Northern Irish bands.  I am currently in ‘The
Opus Band’ and at the start of November 2011,
I began talks to sign to a well known Irish
mans label, but I can’t give too much
information at this stage as it’s early days  –
you will have to keep your eyes and ears open!

Can you share with us some of your
memories from school?
All my memories from school are fond
memories.  I always remember being very
proud that I went to an integrated school, and
that, in my eyes, everyone was different.  I
loved to learn about other cultures and other
people and I feel that Lagan College was
perfect for helping me to become such an
open and honest person.  

Being a pupil at Lagan College was the best
thing my parents had envisaged for me and
my twin.  It was amazing!

Of course, I will always remember the school
shows, because I was always a part of them,
along with my twin, Aaron.  We always loved
singing and dancing – and again it was Lagan
College who helped open the doors that
eventually opened for my career in music.  I
always give Mrs Donnelly all the credit for my
singing voice, no matter who I speak to. She is
the reason I am a singer today in a well
renowned band, ‘The Opus Band’.  

Tell us what it’s like being a twin.
I love being a twin; it’s different, weird and
magical all at the same time.  Aaron and I have
a connection that we will never have with

LAGAN COLLEGE
TWINS AND TRIPLETS

Name: Aaron Bunting

Name: Michael Bunting
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Name: Jonathan, Emily and Patrick Smyth

Year group: 10

What are your favourite subjects and
why?
Jonathan:My favourite subjects are RE,
History, Spanish and Irish because I find
them all very interesting as well as
challenging.
Emily: Art, History and PE are my favourite
subjects. I have a lot of fun doing art and I
love sports.
Patrick: I enjoy History as I find it very
interesting. I also enjoy PE as I like sports.

Do you have any hobbies outside 
of school?
Jonathan: I play football for my church.
Emily: I play hockey and I go to gymnastics.
Patrick: Football and golf.

Tell us what it’s like being a triplet.
Jonathan: I don’t really notice anything
different as I have lived with it for 14 years. I
suppose I’m just used to it. I’m glad that I
have siblings the same age to look out 
for me.
Emily: It’s mostly good being a triplet, but
sometimes it can be a bit annoying.
Patrick: It’s fun…sometimes! And it is nice
to have company.

Tell us what you think about 
Lagan College. 
Jonathan: I am very pleased that I attend
an integrated school because in our
society there has been so much conflict. I
see integration as part of a solution to that.
I love Lagan College as the staff and
students are so friendly and supportive.
Emily: I think that Lagan College is great!
The teachers are all so nice and I have so
many friends. I go to the after school
hockey club and it is a lot of fun. It feels
good to be part of an integrated school,
where everyone is equal.
Patrick: I like Lagan College because it’s an
integrated school. I have made friends with
people from all different backgrounds, both
religious and cultural. I also play football for
the school team and that is something that I
really enjoy.

Year group: 
8

What are your favourite subjects and why?
Harry: Technology is my favourite subject as
I am quite good at it.

Charlie: History is my favourite subject. I
enjoy learning about the past.

Do you have any hobbies outside of
school?
Harry: I play rugby and I also enjoy 
playing guitar.
Charlie: I enjoy playing football in my 
spare time.

Tell us what it’s like being a twin/triplet.
Harry: Sometimes it can be annoying, and
we also have to share a bedroom.
Charlie: It’s ok but I don’t like having to share
the same birthday!

Tell us what you think about Lagan
College.
Harry: I really like Lagan College and I have
made many new friends since I started in
September.
Charlie: I think Lagan College is a really
good school. I am enjoying learning new
subjects and have made lots of new friends.

Name: Harry and Charlie Acheson

anyone else.  We share all the same friends
and yet at the same time we get to be around
people that both of our separate identities click
with.  I get to see my twin every day and see
how I am growing when I look at him.  Aaron is
the oldest and has always done everything that
wee bit quicker, moving out, getting married etc,
but I believe that watching him helps me to
make decisions in my life that are going to
benefit everyone around me.  Aaron and I are
very close and always will be. I truly believe that
the help and support that Lagan College
provided really did help us within our personal
lives and has made us the twins we are today.

Tell us what you think about Lagan College. 
Lagan College is, for me, the best school in
Northern Ireland. It has a great connection to  local
people and it has a great understanding, between
its teachers and its students, of how to fulfil

everyday needs for people from all walks of life!
Lagan College stands proud at the top of
Lisnabreeny hill and there I hope it stays in
order for my younger cousins, and family
friends to attend.

I was part of the choir, drama club and dance
club and it was all of these activities that kept
me true to myself, as a pupil and as a friend to
all who knew me.

There are many teachers who influenced me
at Lagan College, but I always felt a lot of my
heart filled memories were with Miss Mary
Lavery  from the English Department, The
Drama Department, Mrs Donnelly and of
course Mrs McKee, my 6th Year Form Tutor.

Aaron and Michael Bunting

TWINS AND TRIPLETS
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TWINS AND TRIPLETS

Year group: 8

What are your favourite subjects and why?

Hannah: I love art because I love to draw and
make things. I also like Home Economics as I
enjoy cooking.

Jack:My favourite subjects are Science,
Technology, Spanish, History and ICT. I like
Science because it is very interesting,
Technology because I like making things,
Spanish is good fun, History because I enjoy
learning about the past and ICT because it is
good fun.

Nancy: I love Spanish because I really enjoy
learning languages. I also love art as I enjoy
being creative.

Do you have any hobbies outside of school?

Hannah: I am a Girl Guide and I attend a
drama club.

Jack: Swimming, video games, riding my bike,
playing football and Warhammer   40k.

Nancy: I am a Girl Guide and I enjoy
swimming.

Tell us what it’s like being a twin/triplet.

Hannah: It’s something that you get used to,
but I like it because you always have someone
to talk to.

Jack: I enjoy the company and if I am having
trouble I always have someone to ask for help. My
sisters are always looking out for me and I in return
look out for them. All in all, being a triplet is brilliant!

Nancy: It seems pretty normal to me to be
honest. It is a bit weird to share the same
birthday with your siblings but, overall, I really
enjoy having the company of two siblings who
are the same age as me.

Tell us what you think about Lagan College.

Hannah: I love Lagan College because it is an
integrated school and there are students from
different religious and cultural backgrounds. I
enjoy going to the Science Club, playing hockey
and singing in the College choir. 

Jack: I think it is a very good school and I would
recommend it to everyone. The school is going
to be twice as good when the new building is
finished! I have only been here for a few months
but I have already learned a lot! I think that all
schools should be integrated like Lagan College.

Nancy: I LOVE Lagan College! It means a lot to
me to go to an integrated school because it
means that we are educated with others from
different backgrounds and religions. I enjoy
being part of the Science Club on Wednesdays
at lunch time, I also sing in the College choir
and play hockey after school.

Name: Hannah, Jack and Nancy Eaton

Name:  Ivy and Areta Kalungi

Year group: 9

What are your favourite subjects and why?

Justin: My favourite subjects are Science,
Technology, Art and HE I like them because I
prefer practical work to sitting at a desk writing
all the time.

Jordan: I enjoy learning new things in Maths
and the teachers are really nice. I also enjoy Art
and I like drawing, painting and making things.
I also enjoy making nice food in HE

Do you have any hobbies outside of school?

Justin:My hobbies outside of school are
swimming and going to the cinema with my
friends.

Jordan: I enjoy playing Xbox. I play it all the time
as its great fun!

Tell us what it’s like being a twin.

Justin: I think its fantastic being a twin and
although we might fight from time to time we
are still friends as well as brothers.

Jordan: I think its ok being a twin. It’s good to
have company.

Tell us what you think about Lagan College.

Justin: I think going to Lagan College is fantastic
because I get to meet and work with people
from all different religions. I enjoy going to the
Genesis Club which is held during lunchtime
once a week and is ran by Mrs Cooke, Miss
James, Miss Ellis and Mr Wishart.

Jordan: Lagan College is a really good school. I
am looking forward to the completion of the
new building and having brand new facilities for
me and my friends to learn in. 

Name: Justin and Jordan Donaghy

Year Group: 10

What are your favourite subjects and why?

Ivy: I love Art and Technology because I like the
creative hands-on activities and being able to
actually build your own ideas. I also like English
because I really enjoy reading, especially in
school because you get to explore the different
meanings of a book and understand the story
and the characters in depth.

Areta: I also love Art, but Biology and Maths
would be my favourite subjects because they
are really enjoyable and engaging subjects
and I enjoy figuring problems out.

Do you have any hobbies outside of school?

Ivy:We both do lots of creative activities but
dancing would be our favourite and we love
to practise every week in our own dance
troop called “Street Mix”. However, I like to
sing and do art more than Areta, which I do
through the Crescent Arts and Crosslinks. I
find it very relaxing.   

Areta: I prefer to do more drama than Ivy and I
am currently involved in a youth play through
Crosslinks. I love the thrill of performing on stage!

Tell us what it’s like being a twin?

Ivy: I like having Areta as a twin because we
seem to even each other out because I have
qualities that Areta doesn’t have and she has
qualities which I don’t have. 

Areta: I love being a twin because you feel
different from other people and we always
have a friend in each other. Plus it’s great that
we both have the same sense of style and
taste in “Hip-Hop” and “R n B” music because
I can borrow Ivy’s CDs and clothes!

Tell us what you think about Lagan College? 

Ivy: I love Lagan College because the
teachers are really friendly and helpful but my
favourite teachers would have to be Ms
Coudière and Miss Kennedy because they are
really funny and caring. All the teachers
spend a lot of time doing 
after-school activities for us. I enjoy netball
and dance after school. 

Areta: I am so glad that I chose to go to
Lagan College because there are so many
people from a variety of countries and you
never feel like an outsider as everyone is very
welcoming and kind. I do the same sports as
Ivy in school and I enjoy being involved in
them at Lagan College. They have given us
the opportunity to make more friends with
pupils in different year groups.  
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TWINS AND TRIPLETS

Year group: 13

What are your favourite subjects and
why?

Sarah: My favourite subject is Psychology
because I enjoy learning about human
behaviour. I also enjoy Art and Design as I
like being creative.

Luke: My favourite subjects would probably
be Art and Chemistry, although I enjoy all of
my A Level subjects. I think those are my
favourite simply because I’m quite good at
them so it is easy to find them interesting
and enjoyable.

Do you have any hobbies outside of
school?

Sarah: I play badminton at the weekends, I
love dancing and I enjoy going out with my
friends.

Luke: I’m really interested in traditional
photographic techniques and old cameras.

I have around 11 different cameras sitting in
my room so I love trying out new ideas with
them. That’s another reason why I like
Chemistry and Physics, as I can begin to
understand what is going on when I’m
taking the photograph and developing the
film.

Tell us what it’s like being a twin.

Sarah: It’s good to have someone the same
age as you in your family. We get along
very well, unlike a lot of brothers and
sisters!

Luke: To be honest, I don’t really know. I
don’t have any other brothers or sisters,
and being a twin is all I have ever known so
I have nothing to compare it to! I would say
that Sarah and I are very close and I know
that we would be lost without each other.

Tell us what you think about Lagan
College. 

Sarah: I think Lagan College is a great
school and the fact that it is integrated
means that I have been introduced to
people from all different types of
backgrounds and cultures.

Luke: I love Lagan College! It wasn’t until
Year 12 when I started to realise just how
unique it is. As a school, it really does
provide fantastic opportunities! I think that
the ‘Peacewaves’ programme, which is
organised by the Chaplains, is amazing
and it epitomises what Lagan College is
really about. Sarah and I are both going to
Tanzania in July 2012 as part of the World
Challenge group and we are both really
excited about that!

Name: Sarah and Luke Withers

Year Group: Year 12

What are your favourite subjects and why?

Helena: Art is my favourite subject as I can
express myself through my drawings. I also
enjoy PE as I love sport and I also find History
really interesting.

Kaitlin: Art is my favourite subject as it is project
based. I enjoy Geography because I like the
outdoors as well and English Literature because
I like reading and learning the set texts such as,
Blood Brothers  and Of Mice and Men.

Do you have any hobbies outside of school?

Helena: I enjoy swimming and hip hop and
commercial dance.

Kaitlin: I enjoy running and going to the gym.

Tell us what it’s like being a twin.

Helena: It’s great! I will always have that one
person who will always be there for me and
understand me no matter what. It’s fantastic
having someone who is on exactly the same
wavelength as you!

Kaitlin: Its good having something in common
with someone and having someone to support
you at school. The downside is that some
people see you as one person at times.

What is it like being a student at Lagan
College?

Helena: Lagan College is a great school! I love
all the extra-curricular clubs and every year I
am involved in the dance team. I have also
taken part in netball and gymnastics. Being an
integrated school, Lagan College is great as it
stands for society being one and joining
together.

Kaitlin: I like Lagan College because it’s
integrated and because no-one is singled out
for their religion. I have played hockey for the
College and enjoyed being part of a team.

Name: Helena and Kaitlin Bartlett

Name: Reagan and Kristian Mc Connell 

Year Group: 11

What are your favourite subjects and why?

Reagan: My favourite subjects would have to
be Science and Technology & Design
because I believe it is very interesting,
particularly when we are learning about
manufacturing. Drama is also one of my
favourite subjects because I always find it
really exciting and enjoy performing. 

Kristian: I love all the sciences too because it
is fun learning about the different theories in
physics and fascinating to study about living
things in Biology. Chemistry would have to be
my favourite science because I am always
intrigued to discover what different materials
are made up of. 

Do you have any hobbies outside of
school?

Reagan: We are both members of Belfast
Circus School which is great fun but it is
exhausting sometimes! Also, we love
swimming, which we do together at least
once a week. 

Kristian: I love to play football because it
gives me a break from school work and I do
it through the Cregagh football team. 

Tell us what it’s like being a twin?

Reagan: I don’t think it makes that much of a
difference to me being a twin because we
aren’t identical and we don’t even look
vaguely alike so people generally tend to not
realise that we are even related! 

Kristian: People rarely make a connection
between us and usually don’t believe us
when we tell them that we are actually twins!
But I do like always having someone who I
am close to and can share similar interests
and hobbies.

Tell us what you think about Lagan
College? 

Reagan: I love being a student at Lagan
College because it has afforded me the
opportunity to be educated and to do after
school activities with people from different
backgrounds. I have experienced this
through the Drama Club in school. 

Kristian: I like being at Lagan College
because it has allowed me to continue to be
in an environment with lots of people from a
range of different cultural and ethnic
backgrounds. Lagan College has also given
me the chance to get involved in different
sports that I would have never realised that I
had skills in before, such as archery and
cricket. 
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TWINS AND TRIPLETS

Year group: 14

What are your favourite subjects and why?

Jack: Business Studies is my favourite subject
because I like to learn about how businesses
function. I would like to be a business man
whenever I leave school.

Rebecca: Art is my favourite subject. I enjoy being
creative and I especially enjoy experimenting with
new materials and eventually producing a final
piece of work that I can be proud of.

Do you have any hobbies outside of school?

Jack: I enjoy football, Gaelic and hurling.

Rebecca: I love going to the cinema and to live
concerts. I also play camogie for Breadgh GAC.

Tell us what it’s like being a twin.

Jack: I enjoy being a twin, especially as we share
everything, how we fight all the time and how we
can joke about how she was obese as a child! Ha
ha!

Rebecca: It just feels like being any brother and
sister, I imagine. I suppose we are closer because
we have the same group of friends and go to the
same parties and events. We have also been in
the same form class and subject classes since first
year. We like a lot of the same things. Jack will
probably deny it but he watches ‘America’s Next
Top Model’ and ‘One Tree Hill’ with me and he is a
big fan of ‘Made in Chelsea’! I can also tell when
he tells lies! He will deny this as well, but he frowns
when he isn’t telling the truth.  There is a bit of
sibling rivalry between us when it comes to exam
results, and of course the person who did do
better will inevitably rub it in until there is a row!
But, all in all, we’re really good friends.

Tell us what you think about Lagan College. 

Jack: I like how the teachers are so easy to get on
with and how I have been given the opportunity to
meet people from different communities. It’s great
having friends who come from totally different
backgrounds and who have totally different beliefs
to my own. 

Rebecca: Going to an integrated school allowed
me to make friends with people I may not have
met if I had gone to a single denomination school.
My circle of friends is very mixed and I have
learned a lot from all of them.

Name: Jack and Rebecca Hollywood
Name: Julia and Mary Brown

Year you started Lagan College: 2004

Current job/What have you been doing since
you left Lagan?

Mary: I have just been accepted to study
Fashion Design at the Savannah College of Art
and Design in the USA, which commences in
January 2012. 

Julia: I am currently studying Art and Design at
the University of Ulster in Belfast

Can you share with us some of your
memories from school?

Mary: My favourite memory of Lagan College
was probably Sixth Form altogether. But if I had
to pick just one, it would probably be the sixth
form study. Although we weren't supposed to
talk, some of the funniest moments happened
there and Mr Farrimond was hilarious. Oh and
the formal! That was good too.

Julia: Being involved in school plays and the
choir was really fun; I also really enjoyed trips
away with the Chaplaincy as well as an
amazing trip to Malaga with the Spanish
department.

Tell us what it’s like being a twin.

Mary: Well, it's definitely frustrating at times, but
it's a comfort knowing that in most things you
are not going it alone. I shared the same group
of friends as my twin, and we did fight (a lot) but
it brought humour to my friends, I guess…

Julia: It's fun, but also really competitive!

Tell us what you think about Lagan College.

Mary: Lagan College was an extremely
supportive school to me, even after I left. The
complete mix of different cultures and people
made my school experience so memorable. I
never thought I would say it, but I do really miss
Lagan College!

Julia: I think it made me the person I am today. I
love the teachers who taught me; there was
never a dull moment.

Year you started Lagan College: 2003 

Current job/What have you been doing since you left
Lagan?

Megan: Since leaving Lagan College, I have been studying
Drama with Computing at the University of Ulster. I am
currently in my second year and I will graduate in June
2013. Since leaving Lagan College, I have also came into
the College to help out in the Drama department.

Emma: Since leaving Lagan College, I have completed my
BTEC Diploma in Hospitality and Event Management and
my NVQ Diploma in Food and Beverage Studies. I am also
back working in the Careers Department in Lagan College
two days a week.  

Can you share with us some of your memories from
school?

Megan: I have so many memories from Lagan College
which I will always cherish. This included a trip to
Switzerland with the French Department, the trip to London
with the Drama, Art and Politics departments and of course
the formal. One of my favourite memories was performing
on the OMAC stage and working with Lisa May as part of
my Lower Sixth AS Level Drama performance. 

Emma: There are so many memories from my time in Lagan
College, from the very first day where I was so nervous and
excited about meeting new people right up to where we
were all outside celebrating our last day of exams.

Tell us what it’s like being a twin/triplet.

Megan: Being a twin is like having a friend with you all the
time. Right through from nursery school, Emma and I were
in the same class and when it came to choosing a school
after the 11 plus results, I panicked at the thought of being at
a different school from Emma. Lagan College gave us the
opportunity to study in the same school so we weren't
separated. Even though I have now gone to university in
Derry and Emma is still at home in Belfast, we are still as
close as we ever were.

Emma: Being a twin is great! You always have someone
who you can talk to constantly and you know that
whatever happens they will be the one person who will
always be there.  I can remember coming to Lagan
College with Megan and panicking because we were in
separate teaching classes but it was the best thing which
could happen because it allowed Megan and I to develop
in our own ways, make our own  friends and not just be
looked at as the ‘Cunningham Twins’.  

Tell us what you think about Lagan College.

Megan: I will always look back at my time in Lagan
College with happiness. Choosing Lagan College as my
secondary school was definitely the best choice as it
offered me so many opportunities which made my time
there very enjoyable. I urge all of the current students to
enjoy their time at the College while they are there because
when you leave you definitely wish you were back there! I
want to congratulate Lagan College on reaching their 30th
Anniversary and wish them all the best for the next 30
years! 

Emma: Lagan College is still a big part of my life. I can
always count on the fantastic teachers and staff to help me
develop my potential and succeed.  The College has also
opened my eyes to the world and has allowed me to learn
about different people and their cultures and background. I
was here when Lagan College celebrated their 25th
Anniversary and since then I have watched it develop
more and more over the past five years, and I know it will
continue to do so in the coming years.  Congratulations
Lagan College on 30 Years, and thank you for all of your
hard work, support and encouragement!

Name: Megan and Emma Cunningham
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LAGAN SPORTS DAY
Wednesday 15th June was the day for our annual Sports Day which was
held at Mary Peter’s Track. Thankfully the rain stayed away, unlike the
previous Wednesday which had been the original planned day for the
event! The decision to postpone it was definitely the right one! Many
students participated on the day, along with some staff who still like to
think they are young and fit, and many achievements were made and
records were broken (by the students anyway!). Thank you to all who took
part and a very special thank you to everyone in the PE Department for the
effort they put into organising Sports Day every year. As usual, it was a
great success!
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LAGAN SPORTS DAY
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GIRLS P.E.

• Lisburn DC Schools

Performance

• Lisburn DC Schools

Performance

• Lisburn DC

Schools
Performance

• Lisburn DC
Schools
Performance

• Lisburn DC
Schools
Performance

• Lisburn DC
Schools
Performance

• Rockport
Invitational

• Lisburn DC
Schools
Performance

• Lisburn DC
Schools
Performance

• Claire Francis,
Cross Country

• Jacinta Hamley,
U14 Hockey Captain

• Catherine Kirk,
Cross Country 
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• Rockport
Invitational

• Rockport
Invitational

• Under 13 Hockey Team

• Girls
Football
Team,
Second in
District

• Girls
Football
Team,
Second in
District

• Girls Football
Team, Second
in District

• Natasha Donnan, Roslyn
Neill, Anna Friel, Jacinta
Hamley & Cara Stewart

• Girls
Football
Team,
Second in
District

• Vice Captain
& Captain
U14 Hockey

• Under 14 Hockey Team

• Girls High
Jump Final

• House
Hockey
Matches
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BOYS P.E.

•Best, Law &
Charlton, the
Holy Trinity

• 6th Form Football Team with coaches
Matthew Gamble & Mr B Gamble • Year 9 House

Football, Ardnavalley

• 6th Form Football Training Team with coach, Mr B Gamble

• Mancester
United Tour

• Mancester United Tour

• Old Trafford Tour

• Old Trafford Tour

• Aikido

• Bowling in Mancester

• Loughview, Year 10 House
Football Competitors
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• Shaws,
Year 9
House
Football
Winners

• Skills
Tournament

• Year 9
House
Football,
Forge with
guest
players

• North Down school
of Sport Presentation

• Year 9 & 10 Training Squad 

• Year 9 Football Squad

• Turton High S
chool, Bolton, &

 Lagan

College Year 11 
team return fixt

ure

• Year 8

Football

• Year 8 House Football, Shaws

• Year 10 HouseFootball Winners

• Year 12 Footb
all
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8MCM
Front Row (L to R): Aoife McDonnell, Rebecca Hayes, Chloe Ashman, Kyla Sansalian, Klaudia Zak, Beth Campbell, Rebecca Boyd, Patrice Henry Bailie, Daisy
Jones
Back Row (L to R): Taylor Martin, Dylan Bennett, Ben Campbell, Jamie Nolan, Morgan Lai, Mr MacManus, Caitlin Reid, Nicole McMillan, Christien Armstrong,
Zidan Soh, Caolan McVeigh

8CRR
Front Row (L to R): Anna Matchett, Olivia McGivern, Morgan Moffett, Rachel Currie, Anna Buckley, Sarah Hayes, Emma Carlisle, Sophie Ryans, Jodie Rankin
Middle Row (L to R): Rhys Russell, Matthew Curry, Peter Shaw, Morgan Bunting, Emma Patton, Emily Beckett, Aryanna Mostaghacy, Alexandra Clarke, Fintan Orr,
Sam Kingsbury
Back Row (L to R): Miss Carr, Nial Preston, Charli Zieba, Michael Hare, Andrew Reid, Philip McDade, Jonathan Bell, Daivi Scott, Lee Parkinson, Luke McParland,
Frederic Mathieu

LAGAN COLLEGE CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS 2011
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8DM
Front Row (L to R): Sian Horner, Elise Stokes, Katie Smyth, Shannon Mackey, Katrine Swerhun, Rebecca Ferguson, Ellen Tubritt, Cliodhna Magee, Alanta Carlisle
Back Row (L to R): Lucia Murphy, Mark Coiley, Damian Giersz, Kamil Jan Konarski, Lee Wilson, Adam Sonebi, Jamie Whitsitt, Lee Sewell, Charlie Turner, Joshua
Caughey, Caitlin Walsh, Mrs Diamond

8RS
Front Row (L to R): Leah Robinson, Emma Stewart, Amy Johnston, Sara Burton, Daisy Kelham, Ellen Carr, Laura Skillen, Rhiannon Deazley, Lauren Spence
Front Row (L to R): Euan Finlay, Panashe Vellem, David May, Sophie Shorten, Hannah Stewart, Sam Davidson, Conor Kelly Gorman, Jack Eaton, Matthew Devlin,
Mr Rossi
Back Row (L to R): Kirk Bowes, Kai Smyth, Hugh Smyth, Eirinn Rocks, Piotr Ptach, James Bradshaw Greer,  Zac Elkin, Raheem Chefai-Morton, Luke McCartney,
Max Alexander
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8OCN
Front Row (L to R): Honor Whiteside, Kirsty McCrory, Lucy Symington, Natalia Wysocka, Saffron Guiney, Madeline Kelly, Aine Gorman, Rebecca Jackson, Catriona
McCabe
Middle Row (L to R): Ryan Shaw, Jack Donnelly, Jim McNally, Emma McNulty, Abbie Coulter, Mary Stevenson, Karol Kempinski, Brandon Townsley, Miss
O’Connor
Back Row (L to R): Rory Lynn, Jordan Dickson, Mason Clyde, Curtis Jones, Michael O’Reilly, Christopher Bateman, Talimul Ali, Jason Merron, Andrew Taylor,
Timmy McClean, Kieran McLernon

8CV
Front Row (L to R): Sian Humphrey, Ciara Tolan, Riley McNeill, Chloe Jackson, Abbey Lowey, Michaela Irwin, Emma Toner, Nancy Eaton, Katherine Stanley
Middle Row (L to R): Connor Caskey, Leon Berisha, Leon Richardson, James Kenny, Niamh Lennon, Ryan Wilson, Stephen Watson, Ryan Tully, Kamil Wegner,
Miss James
Back Row (L to R): Aidan Gordon, Warren Magee, Lorcan Mullan, Adam Elliott, Marc Agnew, Joshua Shaw, Jay Galway, Oliver Bevan-Woolley, Daniel Maxwell,
Sam Weatherup
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8MTN
Front Row (L to R): Sophie Campbell, Rachel Lynn, Shanice Mackin, Erin Garrett, Megan Carson, Tori Harland, Chloe Davison, Cameraine Hutson, Megan
Weatherup
Front Row (L to R): Stephen McStravick, Ryan McCann-Roddy, Jassmyn Cairns, Rebekah Lynn, Camelle Finlay, Chantelle Kenny, Seán Baker, David Maxwell 
Back Row (L to R): Michael McKee, Harry Acheson, Charlie Acheson, Gerard Forde, Michal Aksenczuk, Sohail Nasir, Mark Spence, Scott Wilson, Najib Magee,
Mr Mathison

8KI 
Front Row (L to R): Megan McNulty, Nicole Graham, Orla McDonnell, Lyndsey Spence, Lauren Ferguson, Hannah Eaton, Emma Leckey, Sophie Elliott, Aoife
Gargan
Middle Row (L to R): Mr Killen, Tori Neely, Jessica Routledge, Kayleigh Jo Cummings, Morgan Cowan, Abby Briers, Alannah Crawford, Anna Shaw
Back Row (L to R): Declan Sheppard, Dean Dodds Bailie, Ethan Donnelly, Curtis Craig, Josh Gamble, Scott Beattie, Joshua Lynas, Morgan Price, Matthew Lynch,
Jorden Shields
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9MCE
Front Row (L to R): Robyn Wheatley, Joanne McCann, Hannah Stanex, Zoe Henderson, Molly McLaughlin, Eva Hinds, Natasha Scullion, Natasha Longridge,
Bronagh Finnegan
Back Row (L to R): Dr McConnell, Rebekah Ogilby, Megan Magee, Jenny Bolton, Tori Dickson, Rachel Lockhart, Luke McMurray, Corry Hewitt
Back Row (L to R): Ben Fowler, Tony Crawford, Gary Magee, Alex Spence, Stephen Barr, Jordan Lavery, Mohammed Chowdhury

9PTN
Front Row (L to R): Sidonie Mussen, Emma Woods, Alex O’Neill McCready, Hannah Murtagh, Yasamin Sahafian, Caitlin Rodgers, Abby Stock, Naomi Bolster 
Middle Row (L to R): Mark Hewitt, Scott Fletcher, Samantha Pizzara, Virginia Corbetta, Sarah Dawson, Caitlin Smyth, Jack Auld, Declan McMullan, Gary Millar,
Stephen Ross, Mr Patton
Back Row (L to R): Mason Wilson, Conal McManus, Tom Luney, Carter Beattie, Daryl Castaneda, Niall Shannon, Alex Thompson, Jack McArdle, Ben Thompson,
Peter Coates
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9BL 
Front Row (L to R): Aine Cafolla, Maeve Finn, Sarah Kirk, Katie Killick, Kathryn McKee, Alexandra Powell, Sarah Topping, Eve Sumner, Olivia McClean
Middle Row (L to R): Matthew Breen, James Cassidy, Cian Cazauran Moran, Jenny Drysdale, Claudette Collado, Orla McArdle, Kim Rodgers, Ryan Jones,
James Cooley, David Henning, Dean Burns
Back Row (L to R): Mason Wilson, Conal McManus, Tom Luney, Carter Beattie, Daryl Castaneda, Niall Shannon, Alex Thompson, Jack McArdle, Ben Thompson,
Peter Coates

9PRV 
Front Row (L to R): Sophie Spence, Chloe Evans, Rebecca Bassett, Chantelle McAteer, Corinna McCoy, Emer Wong, Caitlin Gray, Claire Rooney, Colleen Bailey
Middle Row (L to R): Emma-Nicole McIlveen, Koren Farrell, Aimee McGeown, Abbie Dunwoody, Tara Fennell, Meredith Johnston
Back Row (L to R): Tyler Power, Michael Bingham, Patrick Friel, Brandon Garland, Pearse Gillan, Justin Smyth, Daire Magee, Ryan McSherry, John McCartan,
Frankie Mulholland
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9CD
Front Row (L to R): Tara Locke, Olivia McVeigh, Nuala Hurley, April Martin, Meadbh O’Grady, Keeva Herink, Aimee Sykes, Charlotte Beattie
Middle Row (L to R): Dominik Wisniowski, Ms Coudieré, Pablo Couvert, Callum McCloskey, Ashleigh Ward, Megan Gray, Natasha Thompson, Cara Smart, Anna
Bradley, Jake McCrea, Daniel Francis, Leon Letzner Hawkins
Back Row (L to R): Jack Burns, Cain Freel, Callum Hay, Thomas Cameron, Matthew Craig, Matthew Sloan, Darragh King, Christopher Carson, Ryan McCarney,
Conor Martin

9WTN
Front Row (L to R): Allanah Conlon, Kirsten Rodney, Desiree McKee, Hayley Carson, Nina Cleland, Anna Sadlier, Molly Strang, Casey Patterson, Victoria
Heathwood
Middle Row (L to R): Joel Rea, Andrew Breadon, Ayman Omar, Michael Kane, Jake McCourt, Cormac Lally, Alexander Bingham, Yan Taylor, Katie Andrews,
Megan Boyd
Back Row (L to R): Miss Wightman, Murray Hampton, Thomas Seaton, Jack Knox, Harvey Sloan, Jack Lang, Glenn McClenaghan, Ben Weigleb, Amir Karamian
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9EDY
Front Row (L to R): Niall McLaughlin, Cerys Speers, Loma Ngoma, Toni Magee, Katie Hallam, Christina McGeown, Ash Lockhart, Owen Patterson
Back Row (L to R): Mrs Eddy, Jonathan Caskey, Jaye Pearce, Jamie Gorman, Joshua Hawthorne, Nicholas Scott, Adam Rice, Lamar Alaka, Piaras McManus

9FN
Front Row (L to R): James Roberts, Rebecca Molloy, Caoimhe McDermott, Shannon Courtney, Charlee Moore, Yanano Bvunzawabaya, Susie Brady, Aaron
Wilson
Middle Row (L to R): Mrs Finnegan, James Casement, Justin Donaghy, Thomas Simpson Lunn, Keelan Sexton, Jacob Agnew, Mr McCann
Back Row (L to R): Gavin Stewart, Ryan Walters, Finlay Barrett, Owen Dowds, Dylan Dunbar, Jordan Donaghy, Sam Fenton, Callum Lynas
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10KDY
Front Row (L to R): Katy Hill, Orlagh Curtis, Melissa Francey, Chloe Patton, Shannon Kirkwood, Ivy Kalungi, Areta Kalungi, Niamh Gibson
Back Row (L to R): Michael Laverty, James Allely, Caleb Dickson, Dylan Van Der Merwe, Isaac Bolster Coates, Zed Quail, Martin Neill, Danny Gillan, Shaun Allen,
Callum Russell

10DWD
Front Row (L to R): Meabh Donnelly, Katie O’Hare, Miriam Dickison, Sara Burns, Katie Milne, Codey Patterson, Courtney Bell, Laura Magennis, Caitlin Hounsell
Middle Row (L to R): Mr Dowd, Jonathan Presho, Wiktoria Jopek, Caroline Stanley, Shannon White, Nicole Taylor, Rebecca Drysdale, Nathan Migan, Connor
Marshall 
Back Row (L to R): Samuel Howard, Callum Roberts, Patrick Smyth, Matthew Rea, Jack Rainey, Adrian Finnegan, Conn Aiken, Michael Reid, Hugh Mackey,
Christopher Gilhooley.
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10MNY
Front Row (L to R): Leah Clydesdale, Zoe Weir, Kate Dickson, Megan Montgomery, Megan McElroy, Lois Worthington, Rhys Robinson, Shannon Goody, Brid Kelly
Middle Row (L to R): Miss T Irwin, Nathan Meighan, David Brown, Curtis Matthews, Ammon Esmaily, James McMaster, Jodie-Lee Burns, Mr McCanny
Back Row (L to R): Charlie Martyn, Karl Martin, Joshua McDonald, Reece Whittle, Matthew Woods, David McCartney, Conor Mills, Niall Johnston

10FRL
Front Row (L to R): Sophie Donnelly, Sophie Mulholland, Danielle Kelly, Angelike Michalska, Sian Sloan, Lisa Maguire, Rebecca Carville, Katherine Kirk, Brenda
Mami. 
Middle Row (L to R): Miss Scott, Jill Heatley, Chloe Ewing, Stephen Sleith, Glyn Roberts, Victoria Roberts, Sarah Doyle, Miss Fairley. 
Back Row (L to R): Dean Jones, Marcelo Pazos Torres, Jack McKillen Murphy, Gavin Doyle, Stephen Lynas, Reece Stewart, Joshua Stewart, Shea McGivern
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10MY
Front Row (L to R): Kathryn Phillips, Rachel Hindes, Jai Booth, Cara McColgan, Lauren Floyd, Ruby Heathwood, Phoebe McMillan, Anna Anderson, Brooke
Andrews. 
Middle Row (L to R): Curtis Wade, Oisin O’Callaghan, Timothy Mo, Christopher Boyle, Jordan Doree, Emma Carville, Emily Smyth, Megan Hanna, Joshua
Hagans, Aaron Clawson, Matthew Zanker Ovalle 
Back Row (L to R): Rob Williamson, James Mallaghan, Paul Mellon, Matthew Beggs, Dean Madden, Lewis Williamson, Aaron McKechnie, James Carinduff,
Scott Holmes, Matthew McCooey, Mr Mooney.

10NB
Front Row (L to R): Grace Morrow, Megan Baron, Lydia Blakley, Rebekah Wynn, Victoria Stuart, Georgia Touhey, Naomi Foat, Casey Smith, Taylor Cowan
Middle Row (L to R): Natasha McCoy, Natalie McKinney, Seema Khan, Con McGirr, Todd Finlay, Jaydan Van Der Merwe, Anesu Karanda
Back Row (L to R): Jack McLaughlin, Steven Archer, Zack Murphy, Daniel Ellis, Conor MacMahon, Kevin Kozak, Dan McParland
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10SM
Front Row (L to R): Lauren Burton, Anna Kennedy, Kathryn Laverty, Kathryn Neely, Rachel Beckett, Deirdre MacMahon, Hannah Lapping, Megan Ferguson,
Hannah Cooke
Middle Row (L to R): Thomas Nelson, Daniel Currie, Ronan McCann, Danny Humphrey, Stephen Roy, Libby Mingle, Holly Arnold, Ethan McKnight, Keir Herink,
Sean O’Brien, Ben Acheson
Back Row (L to R): Duncan Spence, Michael Sage, Ben Carson, Charles Tanyag, Se McKee, Jonathan Smyth, Sean Vikingsson, Ryan McClure, James Campton

10MRG
Front Row (L to R): Naomi Williamson, Meaghann Kerr, Tori Haveron, Amber Duffy, Morgan McNally, Emily Sinclair, Claire Francis, Aisling Coulter
Back Row (L to R): Razzak Turnbull, Dylan McGlade, Quentin Godfrey, Matthew Rice, Thamsanqa Mbondiya, Peter Freeland, Conor McMullan, Reagan McKee,
Callum Graham-Hoy, Conor Ellson, Steven Donnelly
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11BKT
Front Row (L to R): Kerri-Louise Evans, Niamh Murphy, Louise McNeely, Ciara Lavery, Megan Spence, Naklso Bvunzawabaya, Riah Geddis, Shannon Johnston
Middle Row (L to R): Mrs Beckett, Jude Bailey-O’Hare, Zoe Kynes, Martin Gibson, Jack McIlwrath, James Ross, Andrew Henderson, Gerard Keane, Lennin
McClure, Tiarnan O’Callaghan, Megan Walker, Cassie McCready, Elizabeth Myers
Back Row (L to R): Joel Pears, Tiarnan McAuley, Calvin Forster, Ross Dodds, Mark Lynch, Jonathan Hutson, Daniel Zanker-Ovalle, Tiarnan Russell, Lewis Aicken

11QI 
Front Row (L to R): Jacinta Hamley, Emer Cafolla, Kaya Rice, Kirstie Morrow, Fiona Agnew, Erin Riddel, Sian Burns, Sophie Fusco-McKeown, Rosie Killick
Middle Row (L to R): Rachel Millis, Katie Brown, Hazel Peacock, Katie Cunningham, Megan McBride, Brianna O’Grady, Hannah McPeake, Christy O’Kane, Mrs
Quigg
Back Row (L to R): Francis Starrett, Steven McClintock, Curtis Cowan, Andrew Rourke, Mark Stephens, Jason Kelly, Caolan Hamilton, Nathan Rodney, Tony
Salami, Jonathan Kennedy, Brandon Connolly
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11MAX
Front Row (L to R): Ellen Hayes, Sophie Andrews, Jamila Love, Catherine Freeland, Clare Livings, Aimee Nelson, Emma McCartney, Lauren Lewis, Jill Lapping
Middle Row (L to R): Miss Rogan, Shay Horan, Kristian McConnell, Natasha Donnan, Roslyn Neill, Sarah-Louise Jackson, Ellen Magee, Laura Patterson, Kiera
Donnelly, Rosaura Knox-Bradley, Yves Mathieu, Jonathan Matchett, Stephen Hare
Back Row (L to R): Jon McClements, Owen Freel, Jack Brady, Rhys Nolan, David Beattie, Dean Geddis, Christopher Dickison, Timothy Gill

11MCV
Front Row (L to R): Paul Hull, Peter Buckley, Stephanie Phillips, Emma Rea, Hannah Jackson, Christina Robinson, Jonathan Beattie, Adam Heron
Back Row (L to R): Miss McConville, Joe Garrett, Nathan Gray, Ossian McCulloch, Elliot Wilson, Nathan Crane, Luke Williamson, Jamie McCusker, Cameron
Houston, Connor Chung
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11WHT
Front Row (L to R): Lauren Girvan, Olivia McKee, Jennifer Shaw, Louise Curran, Natalie Magill, Rebecca O’Callaghan, Carly Burns, Gail McLean
Middle Row (L to R): Louise Rattray, Samuel Reid, Ben Jeffrey, Ryan Migan, Ethan Lonsdale, Lucas McPherson, Patrick McKeown, Cameron Austin, Reagan
McConnell, Lee Morrow, Maya McCloskey, Sara Beattie-Campbell
Back Row (L to R): Andrew McNally, Daniel Dougherty, Iain Hanna, Gareth Irvine, Joshua Gardiner, Daniel Cunningham, Ciaran Gillan, Caolan Preston, Ross
Hanna, Mr Wishart.

11MJR
Front Row (L to R): Jade Wilson, Jody Malcolmson, Kerri Doran, Niamh Hurley, Xenia Godfrey, Destiny Carlisle, Shannen Agnew, Jannah Gray
Back Row (L to R): Michael Cousins, Ryan Watson, Marc Allen, Joel Marrs, Luke Kelly, Sam Harrison, Jack Ireland, Mncedisi Mbondiya, Bas Wylie, Emmet
Devine, Joshua McCrainor, Garth Stevenson, Fintan Gargan
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11SH
Front Row (L to R): Keeva Engelen, Melissa Hill, Anna Friel, Chloe Seenan, Neesha Daye, Amy Cooley, Cara Stewart, Miss Rogan
Back Row (L to R): Ben Lowry, Kyle Murphy, Jordan Canavan, David Cullen, Dominic Murphy, Rory Stewart, Ryan Flaherty, Cameron Dodds, Piaras Nulty, Conor
O’Grady, Patrick Rowan, Mrs Shevlin

11EL
Front Row (L to R): Caoimhe Charters, Chloe Walsh, Alanis Clarke, Rebekah Stuart, Sarah Cinnamond, Rachael Doyle, Ruth Topping, Malorie Wishart
Back Row (L to R): Eoin McManus, James Rowan, Jonathan Whyte, Brendan Carville, Matthew Wilson, Killian Cleary, Neil Agnew, Callum Jeffrey, James
Johnston, James Rocks, Evan Harrison, Michael Campbell, Miss Rogan
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12KNP
Front Row (L to R): Georgia Roulston, Lauren Leckey, Abbie Cooley, Greta Berry, Rachael Pollock, Sara Woods, Hannah Carinduff, Cake Moore, Arathy Babu
Middle Row (L to R): Kai Tsang, Sam Irwin, Sara Stevenson, Ellen Morton, Eve Cullen, Rachel Campbell, Christopher Jones, Ben Thomas
Back Row (L to R): Nayem Samad, Peter Graham, Eoin McCluskey, Conrad McQuitty, Jonathan Dillon

12HOY
Front Row (L to R): Nicola Moloney, Aislinn Finnegan, Antonia McIlhagger, Sophie Millar, Chloe Currie, Demi Clements, Kezia Iznerowicz, Victoria Powell, Melissa
Craig
Middle Row (L to R): Mrs Mills, Jamie Strudwick, Justin Cummings, Mark Freel, John Hutchings, Ralph Roulston, Niall Clarke, Matthew Butler, Eamon Kendall,
Stephen Carlin, Cameron Mosgrove, Raisa Todd
Back Row (L to R): Ruari McCallan, Stephen Isaac, Ross Arnold, Michael Sloan, Michael Lynch, Stephen McCleary, Michael Spiers, Mark Coulter, Gary Watson
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12MEE
Front Row (L to R): Nicole Thompson, Krissie McSherry, Shannon Whitsitt, Aleksandra Wrzesinska, Helena Bartkett, Claire Brogan, Sophie Nicholl, Ashley Fulton,
Shelley Warke
Middle Row (L to R): Mrs Mills, Daniel Bassett, Deborah Wilkinson, Michael Stuart, Daryl Rawson, Carl Holland, Mrs McKee
Back Row (L to R): Ryan McCartney, Dion Corr, Raymond Murray, Christopher Barr, Matthew Ross, Matthew Grimes, Liam Curtis

12FLN
Front Row (L to R): Ruby Savage, Shannen Magee, Mica Lai, Ashton McClean, Zara-Louise Ferris, Jessica McShane, Siobhan Cunningham, Hannah
Fitzsimmons, Lauren Brabon, Blaine Andrews
Middle Row (L to R): Natasha Russell, Aimee Gilmore, Camille Hepburn, Chloe Shanks, Stephanie Orr, Jade Walker, Sarah Bell, Mrs Fullerton, Mrs Thomson
Back Row (L to R): Dylan Boyd, Mark Rainey, Michael McManus, Christopher Watson, Karl Devine, Joshua Laverty, Cameron Murray, Declan Stewart, Paul
Wilson, Paul McKenna
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12MHD
Front Row (L to R): Emma Martin, Amy McClintock, Kaitlyn Cairns, Talitha Taylor, Sophie Bateman, Samantha Cummings, Natalie Hayes, Lauren Ferguson, Kaitlin
Bartlett
Middle Row (L to R): Mrs Mills, Mr Mulholland, Aaron Dunlop, Ryan Brown, Leona Tate, Harry Henry, Conor Galway, Jack Twaites, Anthony McKeown, Ruairi
Gilmore, Tess Herman, Laura Walker, Megan Crowley, Naini Babu
Back Row (L to R): Michael Burns, Aidan Vischer, Daniel Steele, Andrew McLaughlin, John Gunning, Lee Hallam, Cameron Ewart, Michael Hamley

12BNG
Front Row (L to R): Masoom Chowdhury, Brien Bailey-O’Hare, Zoe Hanna, Meghan McDowell, Danielle Barr, Catherine Simpson, Corie McDonnell, Helen
Moslla,
Back Row (L to R): Andrew Wilson, Dyllon Carlisle, Scott McClean, Garth McDowell, Jordan Coulter, Matthew Bradley,  Kirk Coulter, Mrs Bingham
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12EW
Front Row (L to R): Lauren Reeves, Lauren Shannon, Katie Thomson, Sarah Stephens, Natalie Haugh, Linzi Gildea, Chloe Bell
Middle Row (L to R): Mrs Mills, Anthony Cooley, Jamie McLaughlin, Ciaran Donnelly, Sean Hughes, David Allison, Daniel McReynolds, Jordan Carr, Luke Allen,
Mr Ewart 
Back Row (L to R): Craig Murphy, Martin Moran, Gareth Smyth, Philip Hill, Andrew Topping, Joshua Strang

12GH
Front Row (L to R): Charlotte Allen, Caitlin Quinn, Jaid Redfern, Megan McDowell, Beth Fulton, Ashleigh Taylor, Bryony Spence
Middle Row (L to R): Mrs Mills, Michael McNulty, Ross Finlay, Sarah Campton, Owen Collins, Sean Magee
Back Row (L to R): Mark McMullan, Matthew Patton, Kurtis Beggs, Jay Jackson, Matthew Townsley
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13WLS
Front Row (L to R): Rebecca Young, Louise Cassidy, Una McAughey, Lauren Presho, Chantelle Harvey
Middle Row (L to R): Rhianna Uprichard, Lahanna Magee, Uroosa Mahmood, Naomi McGlynn, Rebecca Gray, Jacqueline Livings, Miss Wells
Back Row (L to R): Daniel Rea, Ben Hounsell, Conor Ellison, Conall Gilmore, Eoin McKenna, Craig Lindsay, Duncan MacMillan, Craig Agnew, Colm McCann,
Conleth O’Grady

13MCY
Front Row (L to R): Mr McCloskey, Rachel Aldred, Sarah Withers, Louise Boyle, Glena Knox-Bradley, Chloe Patterson, Abbie Townsley, Sarah-Ann McKinley
Middle Row (L to R): Simon Taylor, Aimee Dowds-Roddy, Alexandra McNaney, Jessica Robinson, Sophie McAlorum, Jack Steers
Back Row (L to R): Gavin Flack, Caelan Trodden, Liam Scott, Daniel Toal, Jim Peacock, Matthew Knell, Rowan Patterson
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13BR
Front Row (L to R): Erin Wilkinson, Olivia Gamble, Eliza Heathwood, Carol McAfee, Sarah McKinley, Sarah Lambe, Sarah-Jane Hawkins, Shannen Hewitt
Middle Row (L to R): Kerry McAllister, Michaela Magee, Katie McConnell, Laura O’Neill, Dara McGeagh, Dearbhla McDonnell, Kathryn Wilkinson
Back Row (L to R): Adam Burns, Joshua Donnelly, Sean Rocks, Fintan Woods, Benjamin Taggart, Nathan Clifford, Jonathan Nugent, Mr Burch

13MGN
Front Row (L to R): Ashley Davis, Kathryn Dugan, Catriona Acheson, Hannah Maxwell, Oonagh Stewart, Helen McKinley, Miss R Morgan
Middle Row (L to R): Naomi Welsh, Alice Popplestone, Megan Barr, Jade Marley, Melissa McBride, Louisa Evans, Aine Barbour
Back Row (L to R): Philip Kelly, Owen Hadden, Christopher Streight, Michael Weir, Andrew Allen, Matthew Blakely, Luke Morton, Jamie Irvine
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13SW
Front Row (L to R): Katarina Vikingsson, Tori Martin, Melissa Martin, Emma McCully, Katie Morris, Roseanna McGill, Cliodhna Leeson, Miss Poland
Middle Row (L to R): Max Burns, Alexandra Devenney, Hannah Cairns, Nicole Tully, Katherine Campbell, Jheryn Wong
Back Row (L to R): Mark Bowers, Conal Begley, Connor Chapman, Samuel McQuilken, Ryan McCartney

14GHM
Front Row (L to R): Jessica McDowell, Amy Stevenson, Ashleigh Baird, Nicole Andrews, Hannah McKechnie, Ruth Nugent, Jenna McMillan
Back Row (L to R): Ryan Bell, Ryan Parry, Tom Cartwright, Finn Geddis, Jordan Henderson, John Cahoon, Christopher Cousins, Callum Shaw, Michael Neill, Mr
Graham
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14MGK
Front Row (L to R): Kudzai Vellem, Rebecca Hollywood, Daisy Allen, Nikki Douglas, Charlotte Cropper, Nicole Leckey, Sarah Bingham, Niamh Mulholland, Robyn
Maxwell
Back Row (L to R): Mr McGuckin, Michael Whitla, Declan Magee,  William Skillen, Andrew Bell, Michael Morrow, Oisin Jayat, Jack Hollywood

14CW
Front Row (L to R): Gemma Higgins, Ellen Niblock, Erin Early, Heather Agnew, Catherine Duffield, Claire Marshall, Shannon Nicholl, Megan Alexander
Middle Row (L to R): Mrs Cowie, Gavin Peden, Ryan Smith, Daniel Stewart, Andrew Clarke, Dermot McAteer
Back Row (L to R): Michael Hutchings, Adam Cochrane, Ryan McNaney, Jack Coulter-Duffy, Tiarnan Belshaw, Joshua Gill
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14LH 
Front Row (L to R): Mr Lenaghan, Ciara McGivern, Erin McKeown, Anna Crockard, Lauren Hughes, Rhiannon Stewart, Felicity Goddard, Orlagh Thompson,
Caitriona McDonnell, Shannen Fletcher, Sarah Donnelly
Back Row (L to R): Julia Hinds, Gareth Bartlett, Odhran Crolly-McCabe, Brian Cunningham, Conor McCartney, Paul Forte, Jason Rutherford, Hannah Brennan

14MRP
Front Row (L to R): Miss Murphy, Rachel Braniff, Ella McEwan, Ashleigh Allen, Megan Rea, Niamh Blackburn
Middle Row (L to R): Michaela Gray, Claire Rattray, Naomi Bell, Shannon Russell, Jennifer McHugh
Back Row (L to R): David McGibbon, Ryan Hollinger, Mark Quinn, Gavin Ludlow, Andrew Bradley, Richard Marshall, Mark Petticrew
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Calendar Dates for the

Academic Year
2011 – 2012

September 2011
Thursday 1 September 2011
Term commences for whole school
Special 30th Anniversary welcome 
Assemblies
Year 8 Induction

Tuesday 6th September
Year 13 Parent Information Evening 
at N’breda for Applied Science students
@ 7 p.m.

Thursday 8th September
Year 14 visit to UUJ.

Friday 9th September
Year 14 visit to QUB.

Tuesday 13th September
Year 14 visits to St Mary’s College.

15-16 September  2011
Student Mediation Team training - group
from Year 14 

Week Beginning 19 September 2011
Big Message Assemblies – Respect.

22 September 2011
Junior Prize Giving.

23 September 2011
European Breakfast and Assembly

26 September 2011
European Day of Languages Special Event

27-30 September
St Patrick’s Centre Visit (RE Dept)

28-30 September 2011
Key Programme Residential 1

29-30 September 2011
Peacewaves Residential – small group of
Year 13 

Friday 30th September
Deadline for UCAS application

Friday 30th September
30th Anniversary Parents’ Council Quiz
and BBQ

Late Sept early Oct
Year 12 History Fieldwork Trips to
Dundrum Castle.

October 2011
5 October
Harvest Assemblies

Tuesday 6th October, 7.00 p.m. 
CEOP Talk to Year 8 Parents

Week beginning 10 October 2011.
Big Message Assemblies – Service

11 or 12 October 2011
Choral Event in the College

15 – 20 October 2011
School Show – performances Wed to Fri 

Mon 17th – Fri 21st October 2011.
Year 12 Work Experience

Friday 1 4 October
Deadline for UCAS applications for
Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry, and
Veterinary Science.

Thursday 20 October
Year 14 Parents’ Evening

Friday 28 October 2011 
Year 8 Interview day
Term Finishes

Monday 31 October
Professional Development Day 
(Mid Term)

November 2011
Tuesday 1 November 2011
Professional Development Day (Mid Term)
Including Day on Ethos.

2– 4 November 2011 
Mid-Term Holidays

7 November 2011
Term Starts

Week beginning 14 November 2011
Big Message Assemblies – Remembrance
Anti Bullying Week

Friday 11 November 2011
Remembrance Assemblies 

Thursday 17 November 2011
Year 12 Parents’ Evening

Saturday 19 November 2011
GL Assessment Tests in the College

21-23 November 2011
Key Programme Residential 2

Thursday 24 November 2011 
Year 10 Careers’ Convention tbc

Monday 28th November
Years 12, 13 and 14 Mock Exams

December 2011
Thursday 1 December 2011
Staff Advent Service
Advent Staff Service 

Monday 5th December
School Exam Week Year 8-11

Saturday 10 December 2011
GL Assessment Supplementary test 

13 December 2011 
Carol Service

19 December 2011
Senior Prize Afternoon 

20 December 2011
Special Christmas Assemblies

Thursday 22 December 2010 to
Wednesday 4 January 2012 inc.
Christmas Holidays 

January 2012
6 January 2012 
6th Year Leadership Training part 2
full or half day tbc

Monday 9 January
Year 12 Post 16 Presentation 

Wednesday 11 January 2012
Year 9 Parents’ Afternoon

18-20 January 2012
Key Programme Residential 3

Friday 20 January 2012
Professional Development day

Saturday 21 January 2012
Open Day  9 a.m. to 1 p.m. all Year 13
students required to attend.

Saturday 28 January 2012 
Star Gazing College and Armagh
Planetarium 
Joint community project.

Tuesday 31 January 2012
Year 10 LLW/History trip to Stormont tbc

February 2012
Wednesday 1 February 2012
Year 10 LLW/History trip to Stormont tbc

Wednesday 1 February
Year  12 Open /Options Afternoon

Monday 6th – Friday 10th
Year 13 Work Experience

Wednesday 8 February 2012
Year 10 Parents Evening

Friday 10th February
6th Year Formal

Monday 13 Feb – Friday 17 Feb 2012
Mid-Term Break

22 February 2012 
Ash Wednesday Special Assemblies

To be decided
Year 10 Option Interviews

Week Beginning 5 March
Integrated Education Week – activities
including Assemblies.

27 February to 9 March 2012 
Fairtrade Fortnight

March 2012 
Thursday 1 March 2012
Year 13 Parents’ Afternoon @ 4-6 p.m 

14-16 March
Science Trip to Edinburgh

15 March 2012 
St Patrick’s Ceili

Monday 19th March 2012
St Patrick’s Day Holiday

23 March 2012
Eco Action Day

Tuesday 27 March 2012
Year 11 Parents’ Afternoon

VOICES127
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April 2012
3 April 2012
Holy Week Special Assemblies

Wednesday 4 April 2012
Spring Term finishes

Easter Holidays 
Thursday 5 April – Friday 13 April 2012
inclusive

16 April 2012
Summer Term commences

16-20 April 2012
Key Programme Residential 4

May 2012 
7th May 2012
May Day Holiday

TBC May 2012 
Year 12 Progress Files Presentation

Thursday 3 May 2012
Year 8 Parents’ Afternoon

June 2012 
Monday 4 June 2012
Jubilee Celebrations (and late May Bank
Holiday)

Tuesday 5 June 2012
Professional Development Day

Wednesday 20th June 
Year 14 Progress Files Ceremony 

29 June 2012
Term finishes
Special Assemblies

Proposed Parents Meetings

All afternoons 4 PM to 6 PM

Thursday 20 October
Year 14 Parents’ Afternoon

Thursday 17 November 2011
Year 12 Parents’ Afternoon

Wednesday 11 January 2012
Year 9 Parents’ Afternoon

Wednesday 8 February 2012
Year 10 Parents Afternoon

Thursday 1 March 2012
Year 13 Parents’ Afternoon

Tuesday 27 March 2012
Year 11 Parents’ Afternoon

Thursday 3 May 2012
Year 8 Parents’ Afternoon

Change of time is due to the parking
difficulties on site.

We hope to use the Cairnshill Park and
Share facility and run a shuttle bus to
the College for these meetings.

• Fire Extinguisher Sales & Service

• Specialist Fire/Safety Training Courses

• Approved External Training Provider

• Safety Signage

• Dry Riser Testing

• Fire Alarms Sales & Service

• UK Fire Association Members

Ashgrove Centre,
131 Crankill Road, Ballymena BT43 5NW

Tel: 028 2568 5151
Belfast: 07976569157  Coleraine: 07919123535

Email: abcguardian@hotmail.co.uk

GUARDIAN
FIRE PROTECTION AND TRAINING SPECIALISTS
A B C

Bracken Blinds
Interiors / Healthcare

QUALITY AND SERVICE
. . . LOOK NO FURTHER

Unit 4, Edgar Industrial Estate, Comber Road, Carryduff BT8 8AN
Telephone: 028 9081 2424.  Fax: 028 9081 4741

www.bracken-interiors.co.uk 

Manufacturers of Quality Roller, Louvre and
Venetian Blinds. Suppliers of Disposable Coated
Cubicle Screens for Hospitals, Health Centres,

G P Surgeries and Nursing Homes.

Luxaflex Range of Blinds
Goelst Range of Blinds and Rails

Free Fitting and Estimating

Manufacturing and selling directly to the public for over 20 years

“Quality is Not Expensive . . . It’s Priceless”

7-8 Hope Street, Belfast BT12 5EE
Phone: 028 9024 4421
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Something for Everyone ...

... the perfect venue for all occasions
Function room available for private hire

NOW SERVING CARVERY
ON SUNDAYS

12.30 - 4pm • 4 Courses £15.95

NEWTON PARK, BELFAST  T 028 9070 7970 
WWW.THEFOURWINDS.CO.UK



Warnocks

Warnocks

The Major School Supplier

791/793 Lisburn Road, Belfast  Tel: 028 9038 1828

www.warnocks.co.uk

Back to

school means

back to...
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